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ABU DHABI (Agencies) 
— His Majesty King Hus- 
sein has expressed satisfac- 
tion with the UJ'J.-Iraq 
accord on arms inspection 
but urged Iraq to abide by 
U.N. resolutions to help 
ease the suffering of the 
Iraqi people and open the 
way for a direct dialogue 
with the U.S. 

Addressing a meeting 
with Arab countries’ 
ambassadors to the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) in 
Abu Dhabi, King Hussein 
expressed hope that “the 
world will deal with our 
Arab issues by the same cri- 
teria as it deals with prob- 
lems elsewhere in the 
world.” 

“Arab states should adopt 
a unified tone to clarify to 
the whole world that global 
interests necessitate tbe 
adoption of standards in all 
cases,” the King told the 
Arab envoys. 

“The crises that the Arab 
Nation is passing through 
raises questions about the 
joint Arab position which 
could safeguard our rights 
and defend our causes,” the 
King added. 

Diplomats who attended 
the meeting: af ^.presiden- 
tial palace in ..Abu Dhabi 


Syna to free 
130 Lebanese 
detainees 

BEIRUT (AFP) — About 
130 Lebanese nationals, 
detained in Syria since 
Lebanon’s 1975-1990 civil 
war, will be released within 
48 hours, government offi- 
cials said. 

Some 25 others who were 
tried and found guilty of 
spying for Israel will reman 
in prison in Syria, the offi- 
cials said. 

The measure was 
announced after a telephone 
contact between Lebanese 
President Elias Hrawi and 
his Syrian counterpart Hafez 
Assad, they said. 

“Hrawi has thanked Assad 
for his efforts and given 
instructions to the concerned 
Lebanese authorities to 
receive the freed detainees at 
the Lebanese-Syrian bor- 
ders,” one official said. 

Human rights groups, 
including .Amnesty Interna- 
tional and the International 
Federation of Human Rights 
Leagues, have called for the 
release of Lebanese “held 
without charges or trial for 
several years” in Syrian pris- 
ons and asked for publishing 
lists of the detained persons. 

Amnesty estimated their 
number at 200. 

In October, relatives of the 
Lebanese detained in Syria 
formed a committee and 
called on the Beirut govern- 
ment to seek their release or 
trial in Lebanese courts. 


said the King was referring 
to the tough U.S. stand 
against Iraq to force it to 
implement U.N. resolutions 
on aims inspections. 

The U.S. came under fire 
in tbe Arab World for 
threatening to launch mili- 
tary strikes against Iraq last 
month, before Baghdad 
signed a deal with the U.N. 
on Feb. 23 defusing the cri- 
sis on inspections. 

Tbe Arab countries argue 
that Washington has . not 
taken the same tough stand 
against its ally Israel, which 
they accuse of sabotaging 
the Middle East peace 
process sponsored by the 
U.S. 

King Hussein discussed 
ending a Gulf war rift with- 
in the 22-member Arab 
League during t alks here on 
Tuesday with the UAE 
president. Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan AI Nahayan. - 

The King who was to fly 
to Oman later Wednesday 
said tire standoff between 
Iraq and U.N. could have 
been averted if Baghdad 
had complied in full with 
U.N. Security Council reso- 
lutions. 

His calls for direct dia- 
logue . between . Washington 
and Baghdad were aiming 



His Majesty King Hussein and UAE President Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan A1 Nahayan 
smile on the King's arrival in Abu Dhabi on Tuesday (Reuters photo) 


at easing the suffering of 
the Iraqis by clearing the 
way for tiffing the sanctions 
imposed on Iraq for its 
invasion of Kuwait in 1990. 

“A dialogue is the best 
solution instead of follow - 
-Wg „det€ctiye . style, .arms 
inspections,” the King said. 


“If we want to finish with 
the issue of weapons of 
mass destruction in Iraq, a 
dialogue could lead to an 
understanding that is 
acceptable and binding to 
all,” said the King. 

. King Hussein made it . 
clear that he was not 


Dufourcq meets Iraqi president; 
says lifting of sanctions possible 
after compliance with resolutions 


C (Hnbined agency 
dispatches 

A FRENCH envoy met 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein on Wednesday to 
deliver a message from 
French President Jacques 
Chirac on Iraqi compliance 
with the latest U.N. resolu- 
tion on weapons inspec- 
tions. 

Bertrand Dufourcq, the 
foreign ministry director- 
general, met the Iraqi presi- 
dent after two hours of talks 
in Baghdad with Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz. 
French diplomats said. 

• French foreign ministry 
spokeswoman Anne 

Gazeau-Secret said Mr. 
Dufourcq would “underline 
the importance France 
attaches to tbe frill and 
rapid implementation of the 
accord struck in Baghdad 
on February 23" between 
U .N. chief Kofi Annan and 
Mr. Aziz on granting U.N. 
weapons experts access to 
Iraq’s presidential palaces. 

“Dufourcq will reiterate 
to tbe Iraqi authorities that 
Iraq must reintegrate into 
the international communi- 
ty, which means it must 
respect its rules.” she said 
in Paris. 

“He will reiterate the pos- 
sibility of tiffing sanctions 


as soon as Baghdad fulfils 
its obtigations in eliminat- 
ing weapons of mass 
destruction.” she said, 
referring to the UJV. sanc- 
tions in force since Iraq's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Mr. .Annan said Tuesday 
that most U.N. Security 
Council members feel they 
should decide whether mil- 
itary action should be taken 
if Iraq fails to comply with 
its commitments. 

“Most members of the 
council would feel that the 
serious consequences must 
be discussed by the council 
before some action is 
taken,” the U.N. secretary 
general said on CNN Tele- 
vision. 

The 15 Security Council 
members on Monday unan- 
imously approved a resolu- 
tion warning Iraq of the 
“severest consequences” if 
it violated an accord on 
U.N. weapons inspections 
signed by Mr. Annan and 
Mr. Aziz in Baghdad on 
Feb. 23. 

Washington insists the 
resolution gives the United 
States the right to respond 
with military force if Bagh- 
dad impedes U.N. weapons 
inspections. “The Security 
Council would prefer that 
they discuss it first,” Mr. 
Annan said in a taped inter- 


“But I think my own 
sense is that given what 
we’ve gone through, if Iraq 
were to break the agree- 
ment, perhaps it would be 
easier for the U.S. to get a 
consensus in the council 
next time round.” 

Meanwhile, in an effort to 
coordinate U.N. policies on 
Iraq, Mr. Annan is expected 
to name an Indian diplomat 
as his new special represen- 
tative to communicate with 
Baghdad leaders, U.N. and 
diplomatic sources said. 

The envoy, Prakash Shah, 
was India's U.N. ambas- 
sador until a few months 
ago and has served in Japan 
and Malaysia. He will see 
Mr Annan on Wednesday. 

U.N. officials said that 
Mr. Annan, after his recent 
trip to Baghdad, wanted a 
political adviser to help him 
coordinate the large U.N. 
operations in Iraq and keep 
open communication with 
the leadership there. 

The United Nations cur- 
rently has more than 425 
people in the country, 
including arms inspectors 
and staff administering the 
oil-for-food programme. 

The secretary -general this 

(Continued on page 7) 


‘U.S. not interested in direct dialogue with Iraq’ 


By Francesca GUiad 
Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The U.S. has "no plans 
and no interest” in opening a direct 
dialogue with* the Iraqi leadership, a 
senior American administration offi- 
cial said Wednesday. 

‘Tbe problem is between the UX 
and Iraq, and riot a bilateral dispute 
between the two countries,” said 
Brace Riedel, special assistant to U.$. 
Presidenf Bill Clinton and senior 
director for Near East and South Asia 
Affairs at the U.S. National Security 
Council. 


“Iraq’s obligations are to the [U.N.] 
Security Council and to the interna- 
tional community, it is not a matter 
between Iraq and the ■ U.S.,” Mr: . 
Riedel reiterated. 

The U.S. official was speaking at a 
Worldnet dialogue via satellite on 
“U.S. Policy and Regional Prospects 
After the Annan Agreement.” 

His Majesty King Hussein, who last 
week proposed that Iraq and the U.S. 
start dialogue, is currently in Oman 
after the United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
pushing for the Jordanian initiative in 
order to achieve long-term stability in 
the region after the recent U-N.-Iraq 


standoff over weapons inspections. 

King Hussein said his proposal was 
also aimed at easing the suffering of 
the Iraqi people by clearing the way 
for lifting crippling sanctions imposed 
on Baghdad since its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait 

“My call was prompted by the suf- 
fering of the Iraqi people... We should 
not give a chance to those who want to 
fish in dirty waters. I cannot speak on 
behalf of anybody,” the King was 
quoted by international news agencies 

(Continued on page 2) 


requested by anyone or any 
party to help achieve such a 
dialogue and that he was 
motivated only by the need 
to end the suffering of the 
Iraqis. 

He said the Iraqis have 
(Continued on page 7) 


U.N. report 
blames Israel 
for many 
Palestinian 
economic woes 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel’s 
repeated security closures of 
die Palestinian territories and 
the stalled peace negotiations 
are the major factors stunting 
Palestinian economic growth, 
a UK report said Wednes- 
day. 

The United Nations, which 
surveyed 162 private institu- 
tions in the Palestinian areas 
for three years from mid- 
1994. said Israeli security 
measures were preventing the 
free flow of trade and people. 

"Labour flows to Israel 
declined from about 120,000 
on a monthly basis In 1992 to 
under 25,000 in 1996,” said 
the survey, carried out by the 
U.N. office of the special 
coordinator in the occupied 
territories. 

The closures also ham- 
pered marketing and access 
for Palestinian businesses and 
created technical and man- 
agement difficulties, said the 
report. 

The slow economic growth 
in the private sector stemmed 
from a lack of available cred- 
it and skilled workers, the 
report said. 

The atmosphere in tbe 
region because of the dead- 
lock in the peace process also 
caused a drop in investment 
both in the Palestinian territo- 
ries and abroad by Palestini- 
ans. 

According to the Palestin- 
ian statistics office, most of 
the private sector is com- 
posed of small businesses of 
less than three workers. The 
50,250 small businesses 
employ 128,000 people and 
are responsible- for 33.S per 
cent of the gross domestic 
product 

The report called on the 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty to invest in the private sec- 
tor and infrastructure, but 
also took into account that the 
Israeli closure meant most 
public funds had to go 
instead towards employing 
Palestinians. 


By Fairouz Abu Ghazaleb 
and Ghalia AJul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Wednesday said it 
was committed to forge 
ahead with privatisation 
efforts aimed at enhancing 
Jordan’s economic perfor- 
mance and competitiveness 
by improving the quality of 
products and services at 
reduced prices. 

“Through privatisation, 
the government aims at 
increasing efficiency, 
improving the competitive- 
ness of Jordan's economy 
as well as attracting local 
and foreign investments,” 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Jawad Anani told the Lower 
House during yesterday's 
public session. “Privatisa- 
tion means increasing 
investments rather than 
replacing them [with local 
ones].” 

Jordan’s comprehensive 
privatisation strategy, 
which picked up momen- 
tum two years ago, is aimed 
at increasing the role of the 
private sector and reducing 
the government's direct 
participation in the produc- 
tive sectors in a bid to target 
state efforts towards com- 
bating poverty and unem- 
ployment. 

The government has 
launched a five-year social 
and economic development 


plan this year, which has 
details for a multi-million- 
dollar Social Productivity 
Programme that aims at 
easing the impact of eco- 
nomic reforms on Jordan's 
poor and unemployed. 

Dr. Anani. head of the 
Higher Ministerial Privati- 
sation Committee, told the 
House that the government 
plans to sell 40 per cent of 
Jordan Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation [JTC) 
equity to a strategic 
investor as a first step. 

The government has this 
month shortlisted four for- 
eign firms, which were in a 
neck-tight race to win the 
profit-generating JTC bid. 

The ~ final decision is 


expected to be announced 
by June or July. 

The partial sale of JTC — 
transformed into a compa- 
ny in 1996 — will make 
Jordan the first Arab state to 
allow private foreign own- 
ership of its fixed network, 
while retaining a JTC 
monopoly on the operation 
of fixed lines till the year 
2002 . 

According to analysts, the 
pioneering sale could bol- 
ster Jordan's investor image 
— until now hurt by the 
slow pace of the country's 
privatisation. 

According to Dr. Anani, 

(Continued on page 7) 


50 deputies demand the 
release of Ma’an detainees 

AMMAN (J.T. ) — More than half the number of Lower House 
deputies on Wednesday urged the government to release all the 
people who were arrested in the southern town of Ma’an, fol- 
lowing a week-long curfew imposed on its 30,000 inhabitants. 
“We ask the government to release all those arrested in Ma'an, 
not to arrest any more people and to close this chapter forever in 
order to preserv e the country's security and stability,” said the 
petition, signed by 50 deputies. The army pulled out of Ma'an 
last Saturday ending a six-day curfew, which followed two days 
of riots spiked by pro-Iraqi demonstrations. One man was 
killed and over 20 injured in dashes between demons traiors and 
police on Feh. 20 and 21. At least 44 people were interrogated 
for their alleged involvement in the demonstrations and dashes 
with police. The government said that it will either release some 
of the detainees after the completion of the investigations or will 
take them to court. 


Despite Netanyahu’s opposition 

Weizman reelected 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel's 
Resident Ezer Weizman was 
reelected by parliament for a 
second five-year term on 
Wednesday, defeating a right- 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Me Weizman. 73. received 
fee support of 63 deputies in 
fee 120-member Knesset 
while his challenger, Shaul 
Aruor, garnered 49 votes and 
there were seven blank ballots. 
Speaker Dan Tichon 
announced following the 
secret vote. One deputy did not 
participate in the polL 

To win the election in the 
first round. Me Weizman 
reeded the votes of an 
absolute majority of tbe 120 
deputies. 

It was the first time in 
Israel's 50-year history that an 
incumbent president was chal- 
lenged for reelection and Mr. 
Weizman's initial response to 
his victory was measured. 

“I am happy, but I’m not 
jumping for joy,” he told 
reporters. “I expected any- 
where from 63 to 70 votes and 
got 63.” 

Me Weizman is highly pop- 
ular with the Israeli public but 



Israel's President Ezer Weizman talks to the press 
Wednesday during a news conference held at the presi- 
dent's residence shortly after he was reelected for another 
term (AP photo) 


angered many in the ruling 
right-wing camp by pressing 
for more flexibility in peace 
negotiations with the Palestini- 
ans. 

His politicisation of fee once 
ceremonial post of president 
led Mr. Netanyahu to take the 
unprecedented step for an 


Israeli prime minister of back- 
ing a rival candidate. 

Despite the defeat. Me 
Amors ability to gamer 49 
votes in parliament was seen 
as a political blow to Mr. Weiz- 
nian and a relative 

(Continued on page 2) 


New Mossad chief named 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu appointed Israel’s 
ambassador to the European 
Union, Ephraim Halevy, to 
head the troubled Mossad spy 
agency on Wednesday, public 
television repotted. 

Mr. Netanyahu also 
appointed General Amira n 
Levine as Mossad number 
two. said the report. 

The Israeli premier has 
called a press conference for 
later Wednesday to announce 
fee appointments, said the 
television. 

A spokesman for the prime 
minister’s office declined to 
confirm the report, saying 
only that Mr. Netanyahu 
would make a statement 


about the head of Mossad. 

Israeli press reports said 
earlier Wednesday that Mr. 
Halevy, who served as deputy 
head of the Mossad in the 
early 1990s, would have over- 
all responsibility for the for- 
eign intelligence agency for a 
period of two years. 

They added that he would 
then hand over to Gen, 
Levine, currently commander 
of fee aimy in northern Israel 
and south Lebanon. 

The ' former head of 
Mossad, Danny Yatom. 
resigned last week after a 
series of embarrassing inci- 
dents, notably a tailed attempt 
to assassinate a Palestinian 
Islamist leader in Jordan. 

Mr. Halevy, a Brins h-bom 


64-year-old, served for neatly ■ 
30 years in the Mossad, spe- 
cialising in relations with the 
security' services of foreign 
states which had diplomatic 
relations with Israel 

He also played a central role 
in negotiations which led to 
the 1994 peace treaty. 

Gen. Levine, 51, has served 
for the past three years as 
head of fee army’s northern 
command, which is responsi- 
ble for troops deployed in the 
Israeli occupied buffer zon** 
in south Lebanon. 

He is consider ' ' 

most bri ,,: .. 

mil ! * . 


I 
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Israel cancels Jerusalem residence 
permit of Palestinian legislator 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel cancelled the 
residency permit of a Pales- 
tinian legislator living in Arab 
east Jerusalem Wednesday, 
before later describing the 
decision as a “mistake" and 
reversing it 

Hatem Abdul Kader told 
AFP he had been summoned 
to the interior ministry and 
told his resident's permit had 
been cancelled and that he 
had to turn in his identity 
carl 

'They didn't give me any 
reason for the action.'' he said. 

But interior ministry 
spokeswoman Tova EUinsoq 
told AFP the decision to 
revoke Mr. Khader’s permit 
was a mistake that had been 
quickly rectified. 

“By mistake, he was told 
that he is no longer a resident 
But after checking his file, we 
found he is a resident and can 
receive all services. No identi- 
fication card was taken from 
him," she said. 

Mr. Abdul Kader said in 
response that be would not 


believe Ms. Eflinson until he 
had received proof in writing 
from the interior ministry. 

Israel last year withdrew 
residency cards from several 
hundred of Palestinians living 
in Arab east Jerusalem, say- 
ing they bad forfeited their 
right to the permits by living 
outside the city for extended 
periods of time. 

Palestinians charge that 
Israel's aim is to lower the 
Arab population of the disput- 
ed city. 

Mr. Abdul Kader, one of 
seven Arab east Jerusalem 
deputies in the 88-member 
Palestinian legislature, said he 
had refused to give up his 
identity card, which allows 
Arab east Jerusalem Arabs to 
travel freely in Israel and 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tinian territories. 

The permits also give Pales- 
tinians access to Israeli health 
care and other benefits. 

“Nobody can kick me out 
of Jerusalem. It's Eli Suissa 
and Benyamin Netanyahu 
who should leave," Mr. Abdul 


Kader said, referring to the 
Israeli interior minister and 
prime minister. 

Mr. Abdul Kader, a 42-year- 
old member of Yasser 
Arafat's Fateh movement, 
said he would challenge the 
interior ministiy's derision in 
Israel’s supreme court if nec- 
essary. 

Israeli authorities had been 
seeking for more than a year 
to curb Mr. Abdul Kader's 
political activities in Arab east 
Jerusalem, which Israel occu- 
pied in 1967. 

In August 1996, police tried 
to close an office the legisla- 
tor operates in his home to 
receive constituents on the 
grounds that it violated claus- 
es of peace accords which bar 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNA) from political activ- 
ity in Jerusalem. 

But the same peace accords, 
signed by Israel, permitted the 
election of deputies to the leg- 
islative council from Arab 
east Jerusalem and the gov- 
ernment eventually dropped 
its overt efforts to close Mr. 


Abdul Kader's office. 

Last year municipal author- 
ities confiscated the Palestin- 
ian’s furniture on the grounds 
that be had failed to pay local 
property taxes, but he contin- 
ued to operate his office. 

Palestinians hope to make 
the eastern sector of the city 
the capita] of a future inde- 
pendent state and Israel has 
promised to negotiate the 
city’s status as part of the Oslo 
peace process. 

But Ml Netanyahu's right- 
wing government has ruled 
out any changes to Israel's 
full control over the entire 
city. 

A recent census conducted 
by the PNA put the Arab pop- 
ulation of Arab east Jerusalem 
at 210.000. About 160,000 
Jews have been settled in the 
sector since 1967. 

Many Arabs, especially 
young families, have been 
forced to move into nearby 
suburbs in the West Bank 
because Israel refuses to grant 
them building permits for 
new homes in the city. 



TURKISH WORKERS BATTLE RIOT POLICE: Turkish public workers Wednesday scuffle with riot police 
barricaded at the main square in central Ankara. Up to 7,000 protesters, chanting slogans and carrying ban- 
ners, staged a protest against a government bill that they say erodes their union rights (Reuters photo) 


U.N. chief Annan to visit Lebanon 


‘U.S. not interested in 
direct dialogue with Iraq’ 


‘Mossad agents in Switzerland 
were on assassination mission 9 


BEIRUT (AFP) — U.N. Secre- 
tary General Kofi Annan will 
visit Lebanon March 20 to open 
the new headquarters of a UN. 
agency and discuss the Middle 
East peace process. Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Fares Bweiz 
said Wednesday. 

Mr. Annan was due to attend 
the official inauguration of the 
new headquarters of the Eco- 
nomic and Social Commission 


PARIS tR) — A bomb wounded 
three Algerians near a school in 
the capital Algiers on Wednes- 
day. Algerian security forces said 
in a statement read mi state radio. 

The homemade bomb hidden 
in a bag exploded at 7:55 un. in • 
the Djenane Hassane neighbour- 
hood. 

The statement did not say who 
was behind the bombing It said 
the toll was provisional No one 


(Continued from page 1) 

victory for the little- known 
backbench deputy from Mr. 
Netanyahu’s Likud Party. 

Vr. V VcizrHn said he wwdd 
not hold Mr. Netanyahu's oppo- 
sition to his reflection against 
him. 

"I have been working for two 
yean; with the prime minister 
and I think we will find a way to 
continue working together," he 
said. 

The two men sprite by tele- 
phone shortly alter the vote, and 
Mr. Netanyahu wished Ml 
W eizman “Mabrouk" — con- 


ing his two-day visit, be said. 

“This visit will replace the one 
Annan was due to pay to 
Lebanon before the outbreak of 
the Iraqi crisis." Mr. Bweiz told 
reporters at die Foreign Ministry. 

Mr. Annan ted initially 
planned to visit Lebanon in Feb- 
ruary to attend the opening of the 
ESCWA headquarters in Beirut. 

The U.N. regional agency — 
made up of Lebanon, Jordan. 
Syria, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, 


claimed responsibility for the 
bombing, which coincided with 
the sixth annivosary of the ban- 
ning of foe Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS). 

The blast was foe latest of a 
series in which thousands of 
civilians have died in the past 
five years. 

Last week a bomb ripped 
through a bus, killing 10 people 
and wounding 16 in foe Medea 


expressed confidence the two 
men could cooperate effectively. 

In addition 'to the right-left 
divide; the bottle between Mr. 
Weizman and M-. Arr.or in 
many ways reflected the deep 
social and ethnic rifts in Israeli 
society. 

He gradually distanced him- 
self from the Labour Party in 
frustration at the constant bick- 
ering between the group’s two 
top moans, the late Yitzhak 
Rabin and Shimon Peres, and 
was elected president as a con- 
sensus candidate between left 
and right. 


Iraq, Oman, Qatar, Kuwait, 
Egypt, Yemen, the United Arab 
Emiraies and a Palestinian repre- 
sentative — was previously 
based in Amman. 

Ml Annan's visit will take 
place two days before the 20th 
anniversary of IW. Security 
Council Resolution 425, which 
calls for an Israeli unconditional 
withdrawal from southern 
Lebanon. 


region. 70 kilometres south of 
Algiers. 

That attack took plat* shortly 
before President Uamine Zer- 
ouai paid a rare visit to Medea, 
one erf tiie most violence-rav- 
aged provinces. 

Mr. Zeroual vowed to wipe 
out Islamists but urged Algerians 
to be patent as the killings 
would not end soon. 


Ml Amor for his part immi- 
grated to Israel from Morocco in 
1956 and climbed the political 
ladder to become mayor of 
Migdal Haemek. a small town 
rarr JLeTl. .-rd laser c Likud 
member of parliament. 

Ml Amor unabashedly touted 
his background during the cam- 
paign. insisting that “someone 
who comes from the people can 
serve all the people." 

Mr. Weizman bristled at the 
notion he could not represent all 
Israelis. 

“We need to take etimicity and 
religion out of this vote," he said 
earlier this week. 


(Continued from page 1) 

yesterday as saying, without 
elaborating. 

The King earlier said that 
Jordan's mrect dialogue" 
initiative was based on the 
fact that “direct dialogue 
between the concerned par- 
ties is far better and more 
productive than dealing 
through inspectors, monitors 
or following police-like 
methods." 

Jordanian officials had 
said the initiative was 
expected to be die focus of 
an upcoming meeting 
between the King and Mb'. 
Clinton, scheduled in Wash- 
ington for mid-March. 

Yesterday’s remarks by 
Ml Riedel were the first 
U.S. official reaction to the 
proposal 

Stressing that Iraq has to 
live up to its obligations and 
destroy its weapons of mass 
destruction. Mr. Riedel stat- 
ed: 'This is not a question 
about whether the U.S. and 
Iraq are talking to each other. 
It is a question about 
whether Iraq lives up to its 
obligations.' 

“[UJS.] President [George] 
Barfc tcok tfcc right dedaon 
and began 'desert storm’ in 
order to expel the Iraqi 
forces from Kuwait [U-S.j 
President Clinton will not 
hesitate if be feels that the 
responsible thing to do is Co 
take [military] action in 
order to force Iraq to comply 
with the Security Council 
resolutions or if he feels that 
is the only way that we can 
keep the threat of Iraq's 


weapons of mass destruction 
programme under control” 

He said the U-S. believed it 
already had a UJN. mandate 
to take military actions 
against Iraq under UN. Res- 
olution 687 (1991), which 
authorised military action in 
1991 under Chapter VH of 
the UN. Charter: 

The mandate, he said, did 
not require' the U.S. to coor- 
dinate with the other four 
permanent members of foe 
UN. Security Council — 
Russia, France, China, and 
Great Britain — before 
launching an attack against 
Iraq. 

. Izaq. averted-. a ,U-S-rled: 
military strike by striking an 
arms inspection deal with 
the UN. ten days ago grant- 
ing unlimited access to 
weapons sites. 

It has maintained it would 
comply with the provisions 
of the deal in order to get 
sanctions lifted. 

Official sources said Jor- 
dan intended to present its 
direct dialogue proposal to 
tiie Arab League to muster 
official support among its 22 
members. 

Jordan believes that any 
thaw in American-Iraqi ties, 
maned since the 1990 Gulf 
crisis that was sparked by 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, 
could encourage Gulf Arab 
states to mend fences with 
Baghdad after an eight-year 
rupture. 


From the Jerusalem Post 

LONDON — The Mossad 
agents who were apprehended 
in Switzerland on February 19 
were not on a phone-bugging 
mission, but were planning to 
assassinate two businessmen 
suspected of helping acquire 
biological and chemical 
weapons for Hizbollah accord- 
ing to Tte Lowkm Times. 

This, along with further reve- 
lations about internal dissent 
within the intelligence agency, 
was disclosed in an interview 
with an unnamed Mossad offi- 
cer in die agency's Bnjssds- 
based European directorate, 
published Tuesday. 

The -officer bold foe-paper- the ■ 
mission was to assassinate two 
businessmen suspected of 
helping Hizboliah acquire bio- 
logical and chemical weapons 
from Eastern Europe and ship 
them to the Middle East via foe 
Balkans. 

The officer; added the Times; 
was interviewed in England 
and revealed that at least one 
member of the squad that bun- 
gled foe attempt to assassinate 
Hamas activist KhaJed 


NABLUS (.AFP) — Palestin- 
ian security services hoe 
arrested eight Palestinians on 
Tuesday suspected of ties to 
the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas), according to a 
Hamas official 
Seven of those arrested were 
young people about 20-year- 


Misha’al in Amman last Sep- 
tember was among foe Mossad 
team apprehended in Switzer- 
land. 

The officer said one of the 
targets had been Abdullah 
Zein, whose telephone, accord- 
ing to foe published “sanitised 
version,” was in the process of 
being bugged when a suspi- 
cious neighbour called police 
to the building in the Bern sub- 
urb of Liebenfeld. 

The officer said the operation 
was aimed at killing Ml Zein, 
32, a Shiite Muslim from south 
Lebanon who bad lived in 
Switzerland for several years, 
as well as another business- 
man. using the same poison 
that had been used- in - the 
Misha’ al attack. 

The officer was quoted as 
saying: “The attempt on . 
Misha’aTs life foiled when, 
instead of spraying the toxin 
into his ear, from where it 
should have travelled to the 
brain, causing haemorrhage 
and death within six to 18 
hours, tire poison struck his 
neck and collar" He added that 
“the Israeli spy [in Bern] was 


old and not known members 
or leaders of the group, said 
the Hamas official, who 
requested anonymity. 

He said the eighth was a 
member of the group and over 
30 years old. 

The Palestinian security ser- 
vices said only that “the Pales- 


cious objects,' according to the 1 
Swiss police. It appears these, 
were deadly aerosol sprays! 
developed by Mossad : 
chemists. 

“When a bulb concealed in 
tiie palm of foe hand is 
squeezed, a powerful nerve 
agent squirts through a nozzle 
protruding from the clenched 
fingers of the agent’s fist." he 
said. 

The officer said the Swiss 
operation had been approved 
by outgoing Mossad head • 
Danny Yatom in an effort to 
salvage his reputation and that : 
it had been opposed “toot and 
branch” by career officers,, 
within die service. He said foot 
was why a top Mossad field 
officer resigned abruptly late 
last month and that the resigna- 
tions of three senior operations 
officer would come soon. 

The Times commented that, 
in making the disclosure, the 
“disgruntled^ officer “appeared 
to be motivated by a desire to 
influence the appointment of 
Me Yatom 's successor now a 
subject of heated argument 


tinians were arrested for secu- 
rity reasons." 

Hamas rejects the Palestin- 
ian National Authority's self- 
rule deals with Israd and has 
conducted a campaign of vio- 
lence against Israel which has 
lolled scores of people since 
1993. 


for Western Asia (ESCWA ) dur- 

Bomb wounds three in Algiers 


Weizman reelected 

gratulations in Arabic — and 


within Israels defence estab- 
caught in possession of 'suspi- lishment" 


Palestinian security arrests eight for Hamas ties 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
m 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

Thursday Programmes 

14:10 The Dinky Di’s 

14:30 The Animal Show 

15:00 French Programmes 

17:00 NBA 

18:00 '....-Drama — The 

Burned Bridge 

19rf)0 ..Le Journal 

19:15 French Programmes 

19 JO News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Big Brother 
Jack 

akflO .Trivial Pursuit 

20:30 Drama — Dr. Quinn, the 

Medicine Woman 

21:10 The Oprah Winfrey Show 

22:00 .News in English 

22:25 Feature film — “Dead 
Bolt" 

23:59 Comedy—- Never The 
Taiwan 

OO-.30 EndofTX. 

Friday Programmes 
14:10 Cartoon— The Adventures 
of Teddy Ruxpin 

14:30 .Wishbone 

15:00 French Programmes 

17:00 He Shoots. He Scores 

17:30 Doc. — Blue Water 
Dreaming 

18:30 .... .Tarazan 

19H10 Le Journal 

19:15 ...-. — French Programmes 

19:30 News Headlines 

19J5 — -Friends 

20:00 Documentary — Life cm 
the Internet 

20:30 The Album Chart Show 
21:10 The Adventures of Brisco 
County 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY QUlDEAMiMinnK 


News in English 


22:00 ..... 

22:30 Mini-series: Mafia 

Marriage iPl H) 

00-30 End of TX. 


PRAYER TIMES 


Greek Orthodox Church TfeL 
4623541 

Church of Presentation, Swd- 
Befa TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
Tel 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 


Amman 16, Aqaba 23 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 35 per 
cent. Aqaba 36 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


04:38 

Fajr 

Evangelical Free Church TeL 

NIGHT DUTY 


05:55 

(Sunrise) Duha 

892679 

AMMAN: 


11:47 

- Dhuhr 

The Baptist Church TeL 

Dc MukhfcsMazahah .820425 

15:05 

‘Asr 

4628052 

Dr. Wfesam Hzayyin .. 

..748563 

17:39 

Maghreb 

The Armenian Catholic 

Dc MuniberAlQrakii 

779959 

18:56 

‘Isha 

Church 771331 

De KhafidAbdo 

—4657129 


CHURCHES 

Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swafieh, TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 

Angficau Church Tel. 
4624853/462481 1. 

SL Afiresn Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 

TeL 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. Sl 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
Sl John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 566 1 757 * 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 
rise slightly. Skies will be 
sunny to cloudy and winds 
easterly to southeasterly mod- 
erate. On Friday, skies will be 
partly cloudy, dusty, with a 
chance of roiin particularly in 
the southern parts of the King- 
dom. Winds will be southeast- 
erly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, it will be dusty, skies 
portly cloudy, winds northerly 
active, and seas choppy. 


Amman ..05/18 

Aqaba 1 1/25 

Deserts -...03/19 

Jordan Valley 10/24 


Firas pharmacy - 5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .......778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ....4637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy ...4623672 
Al Salam pharmacy ...4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ..4637660 

Najib pharmacy -.847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. GhaaTh’anmch 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Saffarini .....987565 
Khafifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre— .46371 1 1 
Civil Defence Department ..566111 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency..... 199 
Rescue 192,4621 111,4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Highway Police. 843402 


Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept — 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints .5661176 

)\^&Sen«ragsCbraplants 897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623101 

AbdaliTel. Repairs 5661101 

Jordan Television .773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...815615 

Electric Power Co 463638 1 

RJ Fli ght lrtfonnatiocL.44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport .44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Came for Heart and Spe- 
cial Sutgery 5921 199 

The Islamic, Abcffi 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical CaweTeL 836813, 
856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi Maiemity.™.464428I/6 
Akileh Matemity_._.4642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 
Malhas, J.Aimran. — 4636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani —5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 56641 64/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 


AJ-Bashir. 775111/26 

Array, Marka J391611/1S 

Queen AHa Hospital 5602240/50 
Amal Hospital 5674155 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

<02)275555 

Grade Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at- foe Queen 
Alia International Airport TeL 
(44)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 44 (52700) or 
44(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15... .--.Sanaa (RJ) 

08:50 Bombay (RJ) 

09:15 
MfcOO 
Kfc05 


-Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ; 

New Delhi (RJ) 

-Beirut. (RJ) 


10:05 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJj 


MkSO 
17:20 — 


Colombo (RJ) 

Moscow (RJ) 


18:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:10 London, Athens (RJ) 

19rf0 -Bongkok, Calcutta (RJ) 
20:15 —Aba Dhabi, AJ’Ain (RJ) 

23 JO Lamaca iRJ) 

Other Flights 

13:15 Riyadh (SV) 

14 JO Shariqah(AH) 

15:00 Doha (QR) 

15:20 Muscat, Doha (GF) 

16:00 Dubai (EK) 

16-JO -RocnefAZ) 

20HM Tel Aviv (MS) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20rf0 - Cairo (MS) 

23:10 — .Istanbul (TK) 

23 JO — London, Beirut (BA) 

RoyaJWngs (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 

07:45 Aqaba (RW) 

09KK Amman (QAIA) (KW) 
09J0 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(KW) 

17:20 .— Tel Aviv (RW) 

18-30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
21:20 — ^, <w .._Aqaba (RW) 
22 JO Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW 


DEPARTURES i 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut (RjD 

07:25 Moscow (RJ) 

11 KM) Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

11:30 Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

11:45 Abu Dhabi Al "Ain (Rf) 
12:05 — Kuwait lR/) 


12:10 

12:15 r 

20:10 


...Athens, Paris (RJ) 

.London ,(RJj 

.Cairo (RJ) 


20:15 .Lamaca (RJ) 

21 ‘JO .Jeddah (RJ) 

23:00 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta IRJ) 


Other Flights 

00:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

03:00 Athens (OA) 

06:40 Beirut, London (BA) 

08H10 Beirut (ME) 


1120 London (BA) 

14:45 Jliyadh(SV) 

15=00 : -^Algiers (AH) 

1555 Dote (QR) 

1620 ...Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 
17:00 —Muscat, Dubai (EK) 
17:30 Home(AZ) 


21:20 
21:40 _ 


~Tel Aviv (IY) 
Cairo (MS) 


08:00 — ^ — : — Beirut (ME) 
Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
06*45 Amman (Mada Airport) (RW) 

08:15 .Aqaba (RW) 

09l30 ...Amman (QAIA)(RW) 
16:45 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

17:55 - ..Tel Aviv (RW) 

20d0 - Amman (QAIA) (KW) 
21:50 Aqaba (RW) 
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Home News 



training course begins 


AMMAN (Petra) — Delp-; 
gales from nine Arab coun-. 
Dies Wednesday stoned a' 
four-month advanced train- 
ing course at the Royal Sci- 
entific Society (RSS) focus- 
ing on information technolo- 
gy- 

Organised in conjunction 
with and financed by the 
Japan International Coopera- 
tion Agency (JICA), the 
course consists of numerous 
topics such as relational data- 
base management systems, 
database administration, 
database designs, reliable 


design, capacity design, sys- 
tem performance and project 
management, among others. 

RSS President Said 
Allousb opened the course 
by saying that in this modem 
age of information, computer 
technology plays a vital role 
in people’s economic, social 
and scientific life. 

In an age of advanced tech- 
nology and rapid scientific 
development, widespread 
use of the Internet and the 
advent of the electronic trad- 
ing, it has become necessary 
to upgrade the efficiency and 


skills of personnel involved 
in information technology so 
that they can better serve 
their nation and organisa- 
tions, he said. 

Referring to the RSS’ activ- 
ities, Dr. Alloush said that in 
the past four years, the RSS 
has organised four such train- 
ing courses, amended by 60 
participants from 10 Arab 
countries. 

The JICA representative in 
Jordan praised the Jordanian 
government’s efforts in mak- 
ing these tr aining courses 
successful, noting that 


through the RSS, it has 
become possible to provide 
advanced training to person- 
nel in the Arab region. 

The RSS said the course, 
entitled "Systems Engineer- 
ing," aims at introducing new 
skills to upgrade the partici- 
pants' relevant knowledge in 
the field of information tech- 
nology. 

The participants originate 
from Syria, Egypt, Algeria, 
Tunisia, Lebanon, Yemen, 
Oman , Mauri tania and 
Morocco, in addition to Jor- 
dan. 


New centre helps victims of domestic violence 



Two social workers at the Family Protection Unit talk with a young victim of domestic vio- 
lence. The unit is dedicated to fi ghting this type of crime (Photo by Rana Husseini) 

Kingdom between 1993 and 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A new centre 
opened by the Public Secu- 
rity Department (PSD - ) is 
offering help to the most 
vulnerable sectors of soci- 
ety, battered wives and sex- 
ually and physically abused 
women and children. 

The Family Protection 
Unit, officially inaugurated 
by His* Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan last 
month, began receiving 
cases in September. 

It is staffed by police offi- 
cers specialised in the fields 
of sociology, psychology, 
and law. according' to Major 
Hussein Sarhan, the bead of 
the centre. 

He said the unit "investi- 
gates and deals with" crimes 
committed within die family 
such as rape, incest, physical 
abuse and threats, as well as 
forcing women to engage in 
immoral acts, said Maj. 
Sarhan. 

"The PSD is trying to 
change its routine proce- 
dures because it feels an 
urgent need to deal with vic- 
tims of domestic violence,” 
he told the Jordan Times in a 
recent interview. 

"The PSD is trying to 
implement a comprehensive 
social security concept with- 
in the community." 

Violence in . Jordan has ,, 
increased over the past five ’; 
years because Tof rapid 
sodo-ecohomic" and politi- 
cal changes and increasing 
poverty and unemployment, 
Maj. Sarhan explained. 

The 1990 Gulf crisis also 
took its toll, forcing over 

350,000 Jordanians to flee ‘ 
Kuwait and settle in the 
Kingdom, thus creating fur- 
ther social imbalances. 

“Jordanian society is a 
dynamic one, which is shift- 
ing quickly from one stage 
to the other," Maj. Sarhan 
stressed. 

“About half of the coun- 
try’s population are youths 
[below the age of 15] who 
are easily affected by the 
social changes and what 
they see on regular and 
satellite television,” he said. 

“These changes have 
inflicted psychological pres- 
sure on mdividuals and 
forced them to become more 
aggressive,” added Maj. 
Sarhan, who has served in 
the PSD for the past 18 
years. 

According to a recent PSD 
study, 2,500 crimes, includ- 
ing murder, attempted mur- 
der, abduction, severe 
injury, molestation, rape and 
manslaughter, were commit- 
ted against minors in the 


1996. Similar crimes were 
inflicted on 1,573 women 
during the same period. 

Another PSD study, pre- 
pared for the Fourth World 
Conference on Women held 
in Beijing in 1994, reported 
that a total of 4,962 cases of 
domestic violence against 
women were registered with 
the police between 1991 and 
1992. 

But social workers say foe 
actual 1 ' number; could be* 
'higher; since many women' 
fear reporting abase by their •' 
husbands and families. 

. “Cultural and traditional 
concepts encourage many 
mdividuals to take foe law 
into their own hands," said 
Maj. Sarhan. 

He was referring to 
“crimes of honour," in 
which males take die life of 
their female relatives for 
either their involvement or 
suspected involvement in an 
affair with a 

Around 26 to 30 women ' 
are killed in the Kingdom 
every year in whai is termed 
“a crime of honour." 

“Our investigations into 
these cases have proved that 
over 95 per cent of foe 
reported honour killings 
were based only on suspi- 
cion or rumours, or to take 
revenge,” Maj. Sarhan said. 

“The problem is that the 
individuals who kill their 
female relatives are perverts 
who tarnish foe true mean- 
ing of honour,” he said. 

Social workers say “lack 
of preventive punishment,” 
including what, is perceived 
as lenient sentences given to 
offenders under current 
laws, have encouraged 
crimes of honour: 


The PSD unit has already 
handled almost 50 cases of 
violence against children 
and women, including cases 
in which families prevent 
women from leaving their 
homes. 

"In each case, we try to 
find a reasonable solution 
for both foe victim and foe 
offender,” Maj. Sarhan said. 

‘"We do not have a ready 
prescription to solve cases," 
he added. “Our trained offi- 
ce*' deal - with 'each case 
depending on its circam- 
stances, and try to find alter- 
native solutions depending 
on their social surround- 
ings," be said. 

In one recent case, Maj. 
Sarhan said a stepmother 
locked up and physically 
abused a seven-year-old 
child while his father was 
away at work. 

“This child came to foe 
centre and complained 
about foe abuse after hear- 
ing about foe facility from 
other children in the neigh- 
bourhood," he said. "We 
managed to solve this prob- 
lem peacefully.” 

"With foe cooperation of 
foe Lankshire Police in Eng- 
land. we conducted several 
workshops and training 
courses for over 80 police 
officers at the unit,” Maj. 
Sarhan said. 

Two British instructors 
trained the officers on ways 
to investigate sensitive 
crimes, "because in foe past, 
these issues were taboo and 
could not be discussed.” 

Years back, women could 
not serve as investigators 
and were limited to adminis- 
trative matters. 

“But now, we have several 
female investigators who 


can deal better with women 
and children," Maj. Sarhan 
said. 

"Our officers got foe nec- 
essary training experience to 
operate foe unit and deal 
with foe cases based on the 
British experience, which 
benefited them greatly while 
taking into consideration 
our own culture and tradi- 
tions" Maj. Sarhan 
explained! 

The centre includes con- 
trol* rooms with video eaiiF~ 
eras to tape each case, “with ' 
the -knowledge of the inter- 
viewee,” he said. 

‘This method enables us 
to monitor foe reaction of 
the victims, especially chil- 
dren. Later, these tapes 
could be sent to court as evi- 
dence without obliging them 
to appear in court,” he said 

Hie unit also has a Foren- 
sic Medicine section, obvi- 
ating foe need to send vic- 
tims of domestic violence to 
foe National Institute for 
Forensic Medicine, “where 
foe atmosphere of police 
and dead bodies is not 
appropriate for victims of 
domestic or sexual vio- 
lence.” 

“Our aim is to protect foe 
psychological aspect of foe 
victims, since these are sen- 
sitive crimes and should 
remain private,” he said. 

The police official urged 
the public to contact foe unit 
at 5623345/8, 24 hours a 
day, to report any case of 
domestic violence. 

“Our experience is new, 
and there could be failures 
and there could be success," 
Maj. Saitan said. "But we 
will try to benefit from our 
experiences and those of 
others," he concluded 


Interior ministry decides to allow 


longer stays for Muslim pilgrims 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In a move 
seen as way to attract visitors 
to Jordan's archaeological 
and religious sites. Minister 
of Interior Nathir Rashid 
Wednesday announced that 
Muslim pilgrims in transit to 
Mecca can remain in foe 
country for as long as they 
need to visit the Kingdom’s 
holy shrines. 

But in his announcement to 
foe Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, the minister did not 
specify if foe move applies to 
any particular Arab and 
Islamic countries. 


The minister's announce- 
ment is seen as a departure 
from previous Jordanian pol- 
icy, which only allowed pil- 
grims, especially those com- 
ing from foe occupied Pales- 
tinian territories and Israel, to 
stay ovemighL As pan of this 
policy, foe Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs offered 
accommodation in Shuneh 
town in foe central Jordan 
Valley, close to foe King 
Hussein Bridge, to pilgrims 
on their way to or rearming 
from Saudi Arabia. 

Wednesday's announce- 


ment followed a report on 
Tuesday that foe Ministry of 
Interior has instructed the 
Jordanian embassy in Tehran 
to facilitate foe entry of Iran- 
ian tourists into foe King- 
dom. 

The minister said foe new 
policy towards Tehran comes 
as a result of a new Iranian 
openness with foe other 
nations, following foe elec- 
tion of Mohammad Khaiami 
as Iran’s president and a visit 
ro Tehran by HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan at foe head of 
a delegation to foe Islamic 


summit meeting. 

A senior Iranian t vera- 
ment official who visited Jor- 
dan late last month said 
20.000 Iranians visited Jor- 
dan in the past four mouths, 
adding that his country was 
planning to increase foe num- 
ber and help market foe 
Kingdom as an Islamic 
tourist country. 

Jordan features many 
places dial would be of inter- 
est to Iranian tourists, such as 
foe tomb of Ja'afar Ben Abi 
Taleb, erne of foe companions 
of foe Prophet Mohammad. 


Tourism ministry announces plan 
to participate in Berlin exhibition 


Rotary Club 
donates 
wheelchairs 
to help 
disabled 

By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Amman 
Philadelphia Rotary Club 
donated 14 wheelchairs to foe 
Families and Friends Society 
of Persons with Disabilities in 
a special ceremony held yes- 
terday. 

Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Mohammad Kbeir 
Mamser, who attended foe 
ceremony, called for more 
understanding of foe needs of 
foe disabled. 

"There are around 130,000 
individuals with special needs 
in foe Kingdom," he said. 
"But only 20,000 are cared 
for." 

Dr Mamser expressed his 
gratitude to foe Amman 
Philadelphia Rotary Club and 
said he hoped more organisa- 
tions and individuals would 

follow its example. 

‘The number of individuals 
with special needs is growing 
fast and foe problem requires 
help from every one of us," he 
said. 

President of foe Amman 
Philadelphia Rotary Club, 
Charlie Saikaly, said the dub 
has five projects for helping 
the disabled for this year and 
hopes for more. 

Rima Zraigat, foe president 
of the society and foie mother 
of a 20-year-old daughter 
with cerebral palsy, said that 
the society helps around 60 
individuals with special 
needs. 

"The society has several 
programmes for disabled 
individuals," she told foe Jor- 
dan Times. “We could help 
more if we had the means to 
do so." 

Mrs. Zraigat said the objec- 
tives of foe society range from 
introducing foe disabled to 
their rights as dtizens to 
awareness programmes for 
families of disabled persons. 

Through support and 
understanding, a disabled 
individual has foe chance to 
live a normal life. 

“These chairs will make life 
easier for some who are going 
to the university to study,” she 
said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 
1.2 million tourists visited Jor- 
dan in 1997. bringing in rev- 
enues estimated at $700 mil- 
lion for the country, according 
to foe Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities on Wednesday. 

The figures were released to 
coincide with the announce- 
ment of foe Kingdom's partic- 
ipation in an international 
tourism market exhibition due 
to open in Berlin on March 7. 

According to the figures, the 
total number included 

239.000 European visitors, 

45.000 of which came from 
Germany. 

Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Akel Biltaji is to 
head foe delegation to the 
Berlin event, where a Jordan- 
ian wing will be installed, the 
statement added. Jordan's par- 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The editor of 
foe satirical weekly “Abed 
Rabboh" (Slave of His God) 
was' arrested early Tuesday 
morning by security forces, 
his family said Wednesday. 

Abdul Hadi Raji Majali was 
arrested from his home ar 
around 1:00 a.m., his father 
said. 

“My son called me today 
and informed me that he 
would be released today 
[Wednesday], but so far he 
has not returned home," Mr. 
Majali told the Jordan Times. 

Government officials were 
unavailable Wednesday 
evening to comment on the 
reasons of the arrest but Mr. 
Majali said his son informed 


ticipation was organised by 
the ministry in conjunction 
with Royal Jordanian, private 
sector travel and tourist 
offices, tourism transport 
companies, and a number of 
hotels. 

According to Mr. Biltaji. 
one goal of foe country's par- 
ticipation in the exhibition is 
maintaining a constant pres- 
ence at international tourism 
events in order to guarantee 
foe flow of European tourists 
to foe Kingdom and promote 
foreign investment in the 
tourism sector. 

According to the minister. 
Jordan has been participating 
in this annual event, consid- 
ered the most important of its 
kind in the world, since 1996. 

On the sidelines of the exhi- 
bition, Mr. Biltaji will address 


him that he was arrested 
"because of a satirical photo 
of Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali” that “Abed 
Rabboh" ran on its front page. 

The photo shows the prime 
minister holding 3 micro- 
scope and looking under foe 
belt of a person while calling 
out to Minister of Interior 
Nathir Rashid: “Come on 
Nathir, 1 found an infiltrator 
and a Kalashnikov." 

The newspaper's 47th issue 
was openly criticising foe lat- 
est government measures 
during the Ma’an riots in Feb- 
ruary, during which one per- 
son was killed and over 20 
others were injured following 
clashes with security forces. 

The issue was almost 
entirely devoted to mocking 
foe government over its insis- 


a conference on the Jordanian 
government's incentives to 
investors in the tourism sector. 

Mr. Biltaji lost December 
blamed last year's 55 per cent 
drop in foe number of tourists 
from 1996 on the current 
political situation in foe Mid- 
dle East resulting from the 
policies of Israeli Prime.Min- 
isrer Benyamin Netanyahu 

In a lecture at Ai al Bayt 
University in Mafraq. he said 
that despite the decline, foe 
ministry will not be discour- 
aged from exerting efforts to 
improve tourist facilities. 

At least four major five-star, 
world-class hotels are current- 
ly under construction in 
Amman at a total cost of 
JD100 million and others are 
being built at foe Dead Sea 
and Aqaba. 


tence last month that it was 
barring pro-Iraq rallies 
because it has solid informa- 
tion that “infiltrators” might 
use foe demonstrations for 
sabotage. 

In May 1997, the govern- 
ment amended the Press and 
Publications Law, forcing 
dozens of weekly newspapers 
to close, an event critics 
described as suffocating foe 
freedom of the press. The 
government then defended its 
move by describing the 
amendments as lifting foe 
ceiling of press freedoms. 

Almost eight months larer, 
foe High Court annulled the 
temporary Press And Publica- 
tions Law, passed in May 
1 997 while Parliament was in 
recess, and considered it as 
unconstitutional. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Energy minister, Arab Fund 
chairman discuss development issues 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources Mohammad 
Saleh Hourani and foe chairman of foe 
Kuwait-based Arab Fund for Economic 
and Social Development, Abdul Latif AI 
Hamad, discussed issues related to 
developing foe energy sector in Jordan 
and linking foe national electric grids 
between Jordan. Egypt and Syria. The 
Fund thus far has granted the electric 
sector JD367 million in loans to finance 


major electricity projects. 

Yemeni health minister arrives Friday 

AMMAN (Petra) — Yemeni Health Min- 
ister Abdullah Abdul Wali Nasher will 
arrive here Friday on a three-day visit for 
talks with his Jordanian counterpart 
Ashraf Kurdi and senior officials on 
health-related issues, including treatment 
of Yemeni patients at Jordanian hospitals 
and the exchange of expertise in the 
medical field. 


Weekly newspaper editor detained 
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Media continues to give Jordanian women a 


This is the third in a series of five arti- 
cles that the Jordan Times will publish 
leading up to International Women's 
Day, obsened on March 8, 

By Amy Henderson 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — If viewers believe 
everything they see on television, they 
might, have foe notion thar women 
clean the floras in high heels and full 
make up. or that women like to sing 
and dance while cooking. In feet, tele- 
virion advertisements make house 
chores look like foe most fun a 
woman could hope to have in foe 
coarse of a day. 

If readers of newspapers regard a 
woman's role in cartoons, they might 
be led to understand that most women 
are bimbos. In drama series, women 
are rarely the hero of the day. More 
often tbey are castas foe good woman 
standing by, or — to corrupt a phrase 
from a famous American country 
song — behind, her man. 

But house chores aren't ftin (other- 
wise commercial advertisements for 
household cleaning items would be 
s tarring men). And in this century, 


most people recognise that women 
aren't bimbos and are often heroes 
themselves. 

So why do women still get such a 
bum rap in foe media? 

“In our culture, foe role of women is 
still based on conservative views and 
theories of women, which consider 
her in relation to ha - ‘biological func- 
tion' — child bearing," said 
Zaghloula Salem Saqer, who recently 
completed a thesis on foe role of 
women in Arab drama. “There is still 
a strictly physical conception of 
women that disregards her mentality, 
her spirit, her capabilities and her 
needs." 

Women in Arab drama are por- 
trayed terribly, said Ms. Saqer, who 
also extended her criticism to com- 
mercials. which foe said are “far 
worse.” 

"Women always play the support- 
ing role to foe hero, or she must be a 
widow or a sacrificing wife if she 
wants to play foe lead,” she said. 
“This is done to make a hero of 
women who ‘give it all up’ for their 
children and husband and who ignore 
their own needs. 

“Tbey make her out to be some- 


thing really great for sacrificing 
everything, but it usually isn't the 
woman who chooses the path for her- 
self — it was apath chosen for her by 
social customs and values.” 

Ms. Saqer's study of 33 Arab dra- 
mas ( 10 from Jordan, eight from Syria 
and 15 from Egypt) showed that 
women were usually cast as a wife or 
other female relative, as a divorcee or 
a widow. Their activities of the 187 
characters she studied were divided as 
following: virtually none participated 
in pursuit of education or in the arts: 
six per cent of them were shown per- 
forming religious duties: slightly 
more than three per cent were por- 
trayed doing voluntary work: two per 
cent were portrayed as members of 
social organisations; and 88 per cent 
were portrayed as having no activities 
outside the home. 

“Women have absolutely no politi- 
cal presence,” she said, “and she is 
always shown being incapable of 
managing business or financial 
affaire. If she interferes in her hus- 
band’s business, disaster strikes. 
Women are never economically 
independent, although they may work 
in gender-typical jobs.” 


Divorce, she discovered, was used 
as a tool in drama to “put the woman 
in her place.” Tie first cause of 
divorce in all dramas was that the 
woman wanted to work, and a typical 
divorced women was usually a uni- 
versity graduate and self-retiant 

"What we are telling men and 
women through this," foe said, “is 
‘stay home, don’t work. you’ll be a 
better woman*. The meaning of mar- 
riage is economic dependence for 
women and sexual satisfaction for 
men." 

"I used to watch these dramas and 
really enjoy them," she said. “I never 
noticed how women were portrayed. 
Now. 1 watch with a very' critical’ eye 
and don’t enjoy them like before." 

But the treatment of women in dra- 
mas, she said, pales before foe way 
they are portrayed in commercials. 

“In dramas, we see women por- 
trayed as sex objects, which is related 
to their biological [child bearing] 
functions," she explained. "In com- 
mercials, the concentration is on her 
body, her physical anraction." 

Said another writer who covers 
women's issues and has lectured 
abroad on Jordanian women's issues: 



‘bum rap ? 

"It's not the fact that beautiful women 
are used in commercials. It’s the way 
they are used. They are portrayed as 
stupid, or silly, no matter what they 
are doing — cooking, cleaning, look- 
ing after children." 

"It’s amazing how an ad aboui a 
cleaning product or a candy bar can be 
turned into a ridiculous scenario of a 
woman dancing and singing and mak- 
ing sensual gestures with her face.” 

Is the portrayal of women in foe 
media here worse than in foe West? 
And does it have an affect on the way 
people regard women in society? 

"We can't say that it's better or 
worse than foe West." said Ms. Saqer. 
'It has to do with how the media is 
regarded. With dramas for example, 1 
think people here take ir very serious- 
ly, as an accurate description or por- 
trayal of daily life. In Europe and foe 
U.S., people tend to make a distinc- 
tion — they see the drama as a kind of 
fantasy- world that doesn't really 
exist" 

“However, we can’t say thapp*'*”^ 
has no affect on this or£^’ 



I 
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Thousands of Indonesian students 
demand Suharto resignation 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Thousands of Indonesian 
students shouting “reject 
Suharto” rallied at two 
campuses Wednesday to 
demand the resignation of 
their country's veteran 
ruler, witnesses said. 

More than 3,000 students 
at Gadjah Mada University 
in the central Java city of 
Yogyakarta marched in the 
campus grounds through- 
out the morning, waving 
banners making the same 
demand before assembling 
to bear speeches by their 
leaders. 

Some of the banners 
depicted the ruling Golkar 
Party's logo of a tree on a 
yellow background above a 
caption comparing the 
party to a spectre haunting 
the nation, the witnesses 
said 

The protesters also 
demanded political reforms 
and limi ts on presidential 
powers. Five Hast 


Timorese students clam- 
bered onto a balcony above 
the crowd to shout 
demands for political 
equality and justice for 
their conflict-tom territory. 
Police were deployed at the 
campus but did not inter- 
vene and the students later 
dispersed peacefully, the 
witnesses added 

Dozens of demonstra- 
tions have been held at uni- 
versity campuses across the 
country in recent days as an 
electoral committee meets 
in Jakarta to return Gen. 
Suharto to office for a sev- 
enth consecutive five-year 
term, despite the growing 
calls for him to step aside. 

Authorities have banned 
public gatherings during 
the meeting, but have been 
tolerant of student protests 
as long as they remain on 
university grounds. In 
Surabaya, the capital of 
East Java province, about 
200 students rallied at the 


Surabaya Islamic Institute 
to demand Gen. Suharto’s 
resignation. 

"They were all students 
of the university but most 
of them belonged to the 
PMH (the Indonesian 
Islamic Students 

Movement),” a resident 
who witnessed the rally 
said. 

During the 90-minute 
rally, the students also 
demanded the electoral 
assembly reject a speech 
delivered by Gen. Suharto 
to its opening session 
Sunday in which he was 
supposed to account for his 
last five years in power. 

They also called for 
urgent decentralisation of 
power and for the govern- 
ment to act against corrup- 
tion. 

There was a heavy secu- 
rity presence at the campus 
but the students dispersed 
peacefully, the resident 
said 


NATO expansion sails 
through U.S. Senate panel 


WASHINGTON ( R ) — A 
key Senate panel Tuesday 
rook tbe first step towards 
expansion of the NATO 
alliance with a vote to bring 
as new members former 
Warsaw Pact countries 
Poland Hungary and the 
Czech Republic. 

Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee Chairman Jesse 
Helms called the over- 
whelming support shown 
for adding tbe three, “an 
obvious vote of confidence 
in the democracies of 
Eastern Europe.” 

The panel approved the 
resolution of enlargement 
of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) on a 
vote of 16-2 and sent it to 
the full senate for. expected 
approval later this month. 

President Bill Clinton also 
welcomed the vote and said 
adding new members 
would strengthen die 
alliance. 

“By adding these coun- 
tries as our newest allies, 
we will make NATO 
stronger, Europe more sta- 
ble and America more 
secure." he said in a state- 
ment. 

Mr. Clinton said the 
United States had led the 
way in building a peaceful 
Europe and he hoped 
Congress would ratify 
NATO's enlargement soon. 

The senior Democrat on 
the panel. Sen. Joe Biden of 
Delaware, noted that sup- 
port for enlargement was 
bipartisan and reflected the 
changes in post-cold war 
Europe. “In light of the 
dynamic change in Europe 
it is essential for NATO to 
adjust or risk losing its via- 
bility and purpose," he said. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Trent Lott, who controls the 
chamber's schedule, said he 
would not permit opponents 
of NATO expansion to 
delay the final vote until 
June as requested. The 
NATO resolution is ulti- 
mately expected to clear the 
full Senate by more than the 
required two-thirds, or $7 
votes. 

The three states were 
approved for entry into the 
16-member Western 
alliance last December, but 
they cannot be admitted 
until the parliaments of all 
current NATO members 
have ratified 1 the move. 
Canada and Denmark have 


already done so. 

Despite the easy vote and 
tbe optimistic prospects for 
U.S. ratification, concerns 
expressed in the Foreign 
Relations Committee indi- 
cated future candidates for 
the alliance could run into 
roadblocks in Congress. 

The unlikely duo of con- 
servative Republican John 
Ashcroft of Missouri and 
liberal Democrat Paul 
Wellstone of Minnesota 
cast the only negative vote. 

Mr. Wellstone said he had 
an intuitive sense that the 
enlargement into Eastern 
Europe would prove desta- 
bilising and would jeopar- 
dise relations with Russia, 
particularly after President 
Boris Yeltsin leaves office. 
He called his objections 
“almost a prickling in my 
fingertips.” 

Massachusetts Democrat 
John Kerry said he would 
vote for this first round of 
expansion but counselled 
restraint on future NATO 
growth. “We need to do a 
significant amount of slow 
thinking on this. I am par- 
ticularly concerned about 
the management of the rela- 
tionship with Russia,’ 7 he 
said. 

France and Italy pressed 
unsuccessfully last year to 
add Romania and Slovene 
in tbe first round of NATO 
enlargement 

Russia, alone in tbe for- 
mer Eastern bloc to not seek 


inclusion in NATO, is Likely 
to resist membership for the 
once Soviet-ruled Baltic 
states of Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania. But in London 
Tuesday, Estonian President 
Lennart Men predicted the 
Baltic states would be “seri- 
ously on the table" at the 
Atlantic alliance summit in 
Washington next year. 

The uncertainty of the 
c^>st to the United States 
and the debate over military 
burden sharing are expected 
to draw the most attention 
during the debate. 
Estimates have ranged from 
$1.5 billion to $125 billion 
over 10 years. 

Several prominent 

Americans have joined an 
unusual coalition of groups 
on the political left and 
right that opposes the 
expansion, arguing the cost 
would be too great 

In speeches on the Senate 
floor, lawmakers have ques- 
tioned whether die U.S. 
public would support the 
use of troops, and the 
expense, to defend nations 
in Eastern and Central 
Europe. 

Clinton administration 
officials noted that this 
round of enlargement 
would add 200.000 troops 
to NATO, which they 
argued would make Europe 
more stable and erase the 
artificial lines between East 
and West drawn after World 
Warn. 


Russia warns NATO over 
nuclear deployments in 
• Eastern Europe 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia will present an “adequate 
response 71 if weapons of massive destruction are stationed 
in new NATO member states in Central and Eastern 
Europe, Russia's new security supremo said Wednesday. 

Security Council Secretary Andrei Kokoshin told 
Moscow Echo, radio that Russia's strategic nuclear 
weapons are still capable of acting as a deterrent to any 
moves by NATO to deploy nuclear forces in the Czech 
Republic, Hungary and Poland. - 

“We view NATO’s expansion eastward, and in particular 
the deployment of weapons of mass destruction there, very 
negatively," said Mr. Kokoshin. who was appointed to take 
oyer as security chief Tuesday. He added that Moscow 
would be able to “find an adequate response” to such a 
development 

The Atlantic alliance, which invited tbe Czech Republic, 
Hungary and Poland to become members last July, has 
stressed that it has no intention of deploying nuclear 
weapons and ground forces in the former Soviet bloc coun- 
tries. • 


Some 5,000 students at 
the Teachers' University in 
the South Sulawesi 
province capital of 
Ujungpandang Wednesday 
marched between their two 
campuses under tight secu- 
rity, the Suara Pembaruan 
evening daily added. 

More than 1,000 other 
students of the Muslim 
University of Indonesia, 
also in Ujungpandang, 
marched to the provincial 
parliament building to 
express their concern over 
the economic crisis faced 
by the nation, the daily 
added. 

The students made no 
calls for Gen. Suharto’s 
removal, although those 
from the Teachers’ 
University called on the 
electoral committee to 
""select a leader wbo is real- 
ly honest, just and authori- 
tative.” 

Both marches proceeded 
peacefully, the daily said. 

Cook in 

Sarajevo 

for 

Bosnia 

talks 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook arrived here 
Wednesday for talks with 
Bosnian leaders on how 
to speed up implementa- 
tion of the Dayton peace 
agreement 

Mr. Cook, representing 
the presidency of the 
European Union, will 
travel to Serb-held -Banja 
Luka, northwest Bosnia 
in the afternoon- where he 
is to address the Bosnian 
Serb assembly after a 
meeting with Bosnian 
Serb President Biljana 
Plavsic and Prime 
Minister Milorad Dodik. 

In the capital Sarajevo 
he is to hold discussions 
with key government and 
opposition politicians 
including the members 
of Bosnia’s three-man 
presidency — Serb 
Momcilo Krajisnik, 
President Alija 


Izetbegovic, a Muslim, 
and Croat KresLmir 
Zubak. 

Mr. Cook is expected to 
broach the issues of 
refugee return, the 
media, human rights and 
the need to build a mod- 
em Bosnian stare. 

Mr. Cook, who made 
no statement on arriving 
in the Bosnian capital, 
was welcomed by 
Bosnian Foreign 

Minister Jadranko Prfic 
and British Ambassador 
Charles Crawford. 

The foreign secretary 
travels on to Belgrade 
late Wednesday for talks 
with Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic on 
the crisis in Serbia's 
Albanian-populated 
Kosovo province. 

Tuesday ethnic 

Albanians buried their 
dead following armed 
clashes with Serbian 
police at the weekend, as 
international pressure 
mounted on Belgrade to 
avoid further bloodshed 
and accommodate 
demands for a restoration 
of Kosovo’s ‘autonomy. 


Better wombs may improve intelligence — U.K. magazine 


LONDON flO — Genes may 
not be the only factor in deter- 
mining intelligence — better 
wombs can produce smarter 
children. New Scientist maga- 
zine said Wednesday. 

Victor Denenberg and col- 
leagues at the University of 
Connecticut in Stems and the 
Jackson Laboratory in Bar 
Harbor, Maine, found that 
genetically identical mouse 
embryos implanted in different 
wombs performed mental tasks 
at different levels. 

“Denenbog thinks that tee 
difference could be due to some 


subtle biochemical factors in the 
uterus," the magazine said 

The scientists say the research 
is the first to clearly implicate 
the womb in a child’s long-term 
cognitive abilities and could 
have important implications far 
maternal health, surrogate 
motherhood and the develop- 
ment of artificial wombs. 

“Maybe we ought to think 
more seriously about die physi- 
ology of gestation," Mr. 
Denenberg told die magazine. 
“Are there ways to prepare a 
non-pregnant uterus far preg- 
nancy?” 


Research on identical twins, 
separated at birth and raised 
apart had previously led scien- 
tists Lo suspect that development 
in the womb affected intelli- 
gence, but Ml Denenbeig’s 
study on mice offers further evi- 
dence of a link. 

The researchers used a genet- 
ically identical group of mouse 
embryos suffering from an 
auto-immune disease similar to 
lupus in humans. They trans- 
planted one third of die 
embryos in mice without the 
disease and another third in the 
wombs of other autoimmune 


mice. 

The mice were raised by 
mothers not affected by tbe dis- 
ease and, after they were 
weaned, Ml Denenberg and his 
team put diem through a batteiy 
of five learning tests. 

“All the mice showed compe- 
tence in learning, but in four of 
die five tests, the mice that 
developed in the womb of a 
mouse with no auto-immune 
rirawiM did better —— even if 
they had inherited die brain 
abnormalities associated with 
die aiffrvfrnmime disease,” the 



Picture dated August 1997 of ousted Cambodian First 
Prime Minister Prince Norodom Ranariddh as he wipes 
bis forehead daring a press conference at a Manila 
hotel. A Phnom Penh military court found deposed 
Prince Ranariddh guilty of smuggling weapons and in 
his absence sentenced him to five years in prison (AFP 
photo) 

Deposed Cambodian 
co-premier found guilty 
of arms smuggling 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
A Phnom Penh military 
court Wednesday found 
deposed Cambodian co- 
Premier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh guilty of smug- 
gling weapons and in hzs 
absence sentenced him to 
five years in prison. 

“The prince was the 
leader of this (smuggling) 
operation, using his per- 
sonal rights as prime min- 
ister to buy the weapons 
and trying to deceive the 
authorities by labelling 
them falsely,” presiding 
Judge Ney Tbol said, 
summing up his verdict 
after the two-and-a-half 
hour trial. 

“If the government 
could not have stopped 
this it would have brought 
more danger to the coun- 
try." 

The hearing was part of 
a complex four-point 
Japanese-brokered plan 
aimed at paving the way 
towards free and fair elec- 
tions in Cambodiav sched- 
- died for July 1 26. * • 

Under the plan the 
exiled prince is due to 
receive a royal pardon 
from his father. King 
Norodom Sihanouk allow- 
ing him to return home to 
take part in the elections. 

Neither the prince, who 
refused to offer a defense 
claiming tbe charges are 
illegal and who has reject- 
ed the legitimacy of the 
court, nor his two co- 
defendants were repre- 
sented at the trial. 

Prince Ranariddh’s top 
military commander, 
Nhiek Bun Chhay, was 
also given a four-year 
prison term and his chief 
bodyguard, Thach Soeung 
was given a two-year sus- 
pended sentence. 

They all have two 
months to appeal the ver- 
dict otherwise it will 
stand, according to prose- 
cutor Sao Sok. 

A close aide of Prince 
Ranariddh said the prince 
was not surprised by the 
verdict, but hoped his 
rival powerful co- Premier 
Hun Sen would honour 
the amnesty plan. 

“I think he is not sur- 
prised. He knew in 
advance that the court was 
controlled by Hun Sen, so 
there was no way he was 
going to be acquitted,” 
said Kong Vibol, a close 
aide and member of tbe 
prince’s cabinet speaking 
in Bangkok. 

“If he was not found 
guilty, then the coup last 
year would be shown to 
have been wrong," the 
aide said. 

But be stressed the 
prince, ousted by co- 
Premier Hun Sen after 
fierce street fighting in the 
Cambodian capital in July 
last year, would not ask 
for a royal pardon. 

Uncertainty reigns over 
the issue of the pardon as 
the king has said he would 
not grant one unless the 
prince requests it. 

"The best we can say 
right now is that one step 
in the legal process is 
complete,” said one 
Western diplomat. 

“After the next trial, the 
whole legal process will 
be complete but the par- 
don process will still be 
our there.” 


A crowd of more than 
400 people, including mil- 
itary and police officials, 
journalists and human 
rights advocates, 

crammed into the 
makeshift courtroom at 
the defence ministry for 
the verdict. 

Ten witnesses, nine of 
whom were present in 
person, described the 
events of May 26 when 
several crates addressed to 
the prince were seized 
from a Danish-registered 
freighter ac the southern 
port of Sihanoukville. 

The crates contained 
two tonnes of weapons 
and ammunition from a 
Polish arms dealer, identi- 
fied in customs docu- 
ments as “spare parts.” 

The prince, who was 
effectively ousted by Hun 
Sen last July, has admitted 
to having ordered tbe 
weapons but said they 
were intended for. his per- 
sonal bodyguard unit and 
were thus legal. 

Hun Sen rejected the 
explanation saying 

weapons for bodyguards 
must be ordered through 
the defence ministry and 
the seizure heightened 
already strong tensions 
between him and die 
prince. 

Just over a month after 
the seizure, the tension 
exploded into open war- 
fare on the streets of the 
capital, ending the uaeasy 
four-year-old Ranariddh- 
Hun Sen coalition. 

The prince faces a sec- 
ond charge of colluding 
with the outlawed Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla factiou on 
March 17. 

Under the Japanese plan 
a ceasefire declared 
between the prince’s 
forces and Phnom Penh's 
troops must also hold and 
government conditions 
that the resistance sever 
relations with tbe Khmer 
Rouge and reintegrate 
themselves into the army 
must be met. 

Khmer Rouge military 
chief Ta Mok and Khmer 
Rouge political leader 
Khieu Samphan said from 
their northern jungle base 
in Anlong Veng the 
Japanese plan was not a 
solution. 

“The only way out is the 
formation of a national 
government with the par- 
ticipation of all the 
Cambodian forces (which 
would be charged with 
organising the elections),” 
Khieu Samphan said. 

The international com- 
munity is pushing for the 
prince, whose royalist 
FUNCINPEC party nar- 
rowly won 1993’s historic 
U.N.-brokered election, to 
be allowed to return for 
the election. 

Meanwhile, in a possi- 
bly related case, a senior : 
military commander loyal 
to tbe prince Brigadier 
General Kim Sang was \ 
murdered as the trial got 
underway, according to 
police and human rights 
workers. 


Amnesty says 
human rights 
eroded in Australia 


SYDNEY (R) — Amnesty 
International criticised 
Australia Wednesday for 
undermining human rights, 
citing its detention of Asian 
asylum seekers, its treat- 
ment of Aborigines and its 
failure to fully implement 
human rights treaties. • 

Australia’s national and 
state governments had 
eroded tee status of human 
rights through their actions 
and statements, damaging 
Australia’s international 
reputation. Amnesty said in 
its first report on the coun- 
try in two years. 

“Amnesty International 
believes there has been a 
change in attitude which 
has led to a significant 
downgrade of human rights 
cm the government’s priori- 
ty list,” said Heinz 
Schurmann-Zeggel, 
amnesty’s researcher on 
Australia. 

“Australia no longer plays 
the active, agenda-driving 
role that the international 
human rights community 
has always been used to,” 
he told a news conference. 

Amnesty said the auto- 
matic, indefinite detention 
of unauthorised asylum 
seekers while their applica- 
tions for refugee status are 
processed was a breach of 
human rights. 

“Unauthorised asylum 
seekers in Australia who 
have committed no crime 
are treated as second-class 
prisoners. They have 
(fewer) rights than convict- 
ed murderers in this coun- 
try." Schurmann-Zeggel 
said. 

“How fair is a law which 
automatically prescribes 
open-ended detention of 
babies and grandmothers 
and people in wheelchairs 
without giving any rea- 
son?” 

Amnesty said there. were 
350 asylum seekers, mostly 
Asian boatpeoplc, in deten- 
tion last year. More than 30 
had been detained for more 
than a year and some for 
more than two years. 

The United Nations 
human rights committee 
said last year tbe detention 
of a Cambodian man for 
more than four years was an 
unacceptable breach of 
human rights. 

Amnesty was also critical 
of Australia's treatment of 
Aborigines, noting contin- 
ued Aboriginal deaths in 
custody and the “stolen 
generation” of Aboriginal 
children who were forcibly 


removed from their parents 
as part of an assimilation 
policy. 

It described as inadequate 
Australia's response to a 
1997 human nghts report 
on the stolen generation 
that said the past removal of 
tens of thousands of 
Aborigines was “systematic 
racial discrimination and 
genocide." 

"The government’s han- 
dling of the report is indica- 
tive of an overall disinterest 
in human rights over die 
past year," said Schurmann- 
Zeggel. 

Prime Minister John 
Howard, while expressing 
his personal sorrow for the 
“stolen generation” of 
Aborigines, has rejected the 
charge of genocide and 
refused to issue a govern- 
ment apology as recom- 
mended by the report and 
demanded by Aborigines. 

“The government’s 
silence on these issues in its 
formal response gives rise 
to concern about its willing- 
ness to address thoroughly 
serious violations of human 
rights,” amnesty said. 

The forced removal of 
indigenous children two 
decades ago was still rele- 
vant to Aborigines who suf- 
fer high rates ' of imprison- 
ment and deaths in custody, 
amnesty noted. 

“In Amnesty 

International’s experience, 
the effects of institutionali- 
sation and family disruption 
through child removal are 
now being felt in the 
youngest generation,” the 
report said. 

A 1997 Australian 
Institute of Qiminology 
report found nearly half of 
Aborigines aged IS to 24 
had been arrested at least 
once. There are an estimat- 
ed 300,000 Aborigines in 
Australia’s 18 million pop- 
ulation. 

Amnesty also criticised 
Australia for its failure to 
fully implement interna- 
tional human rights treaties. 

Australia will this year 
seek to pass tbe administra- 
tive decisions bill, which 
will prevent government 
decisions being challenged 
on the basis of human rights 
treaties. 

*Tt sends the wrong signal 
to tire international commu- 
nity, in particular in the 
Asia-Pacific region, about 
the government’s serious- 
ness to deal with difficult 
human rights questions." 
said Schurmann-Zeggel. 


Smoke from Indonesian fires 
spreads, raises haze fears 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Smoke 
from Indonesian forest and 
bush fires is spreading across 
Borneo Island, officials there 
said Wednesday, disrupting air 
and nver traffic and raising 
fears the choiring haze which 
blanketed South East Asia last 
year will return. 

“Visibility has so far been 
around 400 metres today and 
the smoke is not only irritating 
eyes but also our noses,” said 
Bayu Sukarno, of the meteorol- 
ogy office in Muaratevveh 
town. Central Kalimantan 
province. 

Me Sukarno said foe smoke, 
winch is believed to have drift- 
ed over tbe area from forest and 
bush fires in foe neighbouring 
province of East Kalimantan, 
bad also disrupted air and river 
traffic. 

“There has been only a few 
motorboats plying the Barito 
(riw) because of the low visi- 
bility ” he added. 

Local authorities had called 
on residents to refrain from 
speeding in their boats to pre- 
vent aeddoots in low visibility 
conditions. 

in foe absence of rigirificant 
roads, the river is the main 
artery for the region and res- 


yawmn 4.VM. iini H|JUIL 

The low viability had already 
forced foe closure of 
Muacateweh’s airport far sever- 
al days. 

Meanwhile, in East 
Kalimantan, where fires have 
empted in Ate absence of rain 
since last December, efforts to 


“We have faced foe con- 
straints of the weafoen less than 
ideal conditions,” said an offi- 
cial of the awrdination poa for 
foe ram-making operation 
based at foe Sepkiggan airport 
in the dty of Baiikpapan. 

The official, who identified 
himself as Seta, said two planes 
from foe navy and a govern- 
ment technology agency 
Wednesday took part in tbe 
rain-making operation. 

The aircraft sowed douds 
with chemicals to induce rain 
txa officials said the success of 
foe operation depended on 
appropriate weafoerconditkH^ 
mdiriing suitable atmospheric 
pressure and wind velocity. 

“They have been going on 
daily sorties but so far we have 
had ram only mice, brief and 
Hght, near hoe yesterday,” Me 
Seta said. 

Although he was not sure, he 
said foe min might have result- 
ed from Monday’s dood-seed- 
ing. 

Ml Sao said anofoer aircraft, 
a Hercules based in foe distant 
Wfest Java provincial capital of 
Bandung, .also made dafry trips 
to drop chemicals in a bid to 
dear foe smoke over East 
Kalimantan. 

Fresh fires have broken our in 
foe province following a pro- 
longed drought which began 
last year. 

The fires are believed to have 
razed at least 20,000 hectares of 
forest and bush in East 
Kalimantan rin <v > January, 


edths expected results, officials 

said. 


762 billion rupiah ($8.6 mil- 
lion) foe Areata news agency 
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Friends pay with their 
lives for N. Ireland 
peace process 


BELFAST (AFP) — Two 
lifelong friends — a 
Catholic and a Protestant — 
shot dead in a bar have paid 
with their lives for the 
Northern Ireland peace 
process which extremists 
from both sides of the polit- 
ical divide are determined 
to sabotage. 

Ministers in Belfast, 


mens'-. > 

Dublin and London and 


political chiefs are all 


deeply worried that this lat- 

sis o'.-/ 

est attack could signal the 

Sch'^;; 

start of a new sectarian 


shooting spree and- put fur- 

ister j,,-. 

ther strain on IRA and loy- 


alist ceasefires. 

Trow 'j 

With the political parties 

ratit.T,' 

back at Stormont Castle 

reject-.-* . 

Wednesday for a new round 

nos:*; 

of negotiations on the 

e a vry.L - - 

province’s future, all sides 


appealed for calm. 


Catholic Damien Traynor 
and Protestant Philip Allen, 
were shot dead by masked 
men in a Catholic -owned 
pub at Poyntzpass, near 
Newry. southwest of 
Belfast late Tuesday. 

One of the gunmen shout- 
ed* “Get down you bas- 
tards.” The gunmen then 
shot the vic tims as they lay 
on the floor and sprayed the 
bar with bullets before flee- 
ing. said-police. 

Two other people were 
injured by the gunmen, who 
police believe were 
Protestant paramilitaries 
bent on keeping British rule 
in the divided province and 
preventing any land of set- 
tlement being reached in 
the Northern Ireland peace 
negotiations. 

Three men were being 
questioned about the mur- 
ders, police said 
Wednesday. 

No organisation has 
admitted responsibility, for 
the shootings in a village, 
regarded as a model for 
, Northern Ireland where 
Pr ores rants and Catholics 
lived together in harmony. 

But the renegade Loyalist’ 
Volunteer Force is being 
blamed by security chiefs. 

The attack followed car 
bombings last month in 
Moira. County Down, in 
which 1 1 people were 
injured, and Portadown, 
County Armagh, two pre- 
dominantly Unionist and 
Protestant towns, and for 
which the Republican splin- 
ter group Continuity IRA 
has been blamed. 

In two months, inter-com- 
munal violence has already 
claimed 13 lives and dozens 


of injuries. 

David Trimble, head of 
the province’s largest 
Protestant party the Ulster 
Unionists, and Geny 
Adams, leader of Sinn Fein, 
the IRA’s . political wing, 
both condemned the 
k i lli n gs 

Church of Ireland primate 
Archbishop Robin Eames 
said both communities in 
the province were under 
attack at a crucial stage of 
the peace process. He told 
BBC Radio: “We are told 
we are on the threshold of a 
possible breakthrough.” 
The gunmen ^nust not be 
allowed to succeed.’’ 

London is already push- 
ing- negotiators for an 
agreement to put to the peo- 
ple of the north and Ireland 
by May 7 giving them little 
room-for manoeuvre. Irish 
Prime Minister Bertie 
Ahem has already ques- 
tioned whether this 
timetable can be met. 

But Deputy Irish Prime 
Minister Mary Harney said 
the murders would 
strengthen Dublin's deter- 
mination to find a lasting 
political settlement. 

Seamus Mallon. the local 
MP, who represents the 
moderate Social 

Democratic and Nationalist 
Party, and is a close friend 
of bar owner, Dessie 
Canavan. said: “It's not just 
an attack on a well respect- 
ed local bar. It is an attack 
on the entire peace 
process.” 

Mr. Adams, whose Sinn 
Fein has been ousted from 
the current peace talks until 
March 9 because of sus- 
pected links to two 
previous Belfast murders, 
said the perpetrators were 
attempting to minimis e the 
potential for change by ter- 
rorising people into accept- 
ing less than what is 
-required to build a ^ perma- 
nent peace. 

!• ' Mr.: Trimble expressed 
fears about what might hap- 
pen in coming months. “We 
have got to realise there are 
. murderous groups on both 
sides intent on destroying 
the process.” 

Ulster Chief Constable 
Ronnie Flanagan con- 
demned- the killings as 
“cowardly” and “utterly 
despicable.” The people 
•who carried out the murders 
“are quite frankly not fit to 
walk the same earth as the 
.people whose lives they 
have taken.” 


U.S. research homes in on 
gene for Gehrig’s disease 


WASHINGTON ' (R) — 
Researchers said Tuesday 
they had tracked down- a 
gene responsible for a form 
of the muscle-wasting dis- 
ease Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis (ALS). also known 
as Lou Gehrig’s disease. 

The gene is somewhere on 
Chromosome 9, the scien- 
tists at Johns Hopkins 
University and the 
University of Pennsylvania 
said. 

The next step Is to map and 
identity the gene itself, they 
reported in the American 
Journal of Human Genetics. 

“These results bring us a 
major step closer to isolating 
the gene itself,” David 
Cornblath. a neurology pro- 
fessor at Johns Hopkins, said 
in a statement. 

The researchers studied a 
Maryland family, the 
Mattinglys, who have suf- 
fered AJLS through several 
generations. 

•'When we do that and 
clone it, we can find what it 
does. That should help us 
treat not only the disease that 
afflicts the Mattinglys, but 
also similar neurodegenera- 
tive disorders that affect a 
broader range of patients,” 
Dr. Cornblath said. - 
. ALS includes a range of 
diseases that kill the motor 
nerve cells that control mus- 
cles. The muscles waste 
away and become paralysed 

Baseball player Lou 
Gehrig! died of ALS and 
physicist Stephen Hawking 
suffers from a form known 
in his native Britain as motor 
neuron disease. 


About 30,000 Americans 
suffer from ALS, which usu- 
ally kills within five years as 
the muscles that control 
breathing waste away and 
paralysis sets in. 

The version dial affects die 
Mattinglys usually starts to 
show up in childhood aqd is 
never fatal, although victims 
are badly disabled 
Two genes already identi- 
fied on Chromosome 9 are 
potential suspects, Phillip 
Chance, formerly of 
Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia and now at the 
University of Washington at 
Seattle, said 

They include genes that 
create a calcium channel on 
the surface of nerve cells and 
are involved in programmed 
cell death, known as apopto- 
sis. 

‘‘However, these are only 
two genes from a large seg- 
• ment of Chromosome 9” 
Dr. Chance said 
“Geneticists haven’t fully 
characterised this region, so 

- there are a number of other 
genes we will have to 
study.” 

Other research has also 
linked ALS with tins pro- 
grammed cell death. This 
process usually has a house- 
keeping function, making 
sure the body gets rid of old 
or. damaged cells. 

- Scientists in the United 
States and Switzerland 
found last July that mice 
wflh symptoms of the dis- 
ease could live longer if they 
were made to produce large 
amounts of a protein, BCL- 
% involved in apoptosis. 



A Trinamul Congress party worker, his face painted in 
the colours of his party flag, walks with his colleagues 
to a victory rally in Calcutta (Reuters photo.) 

The party is over, India 
must learn coalition lessons 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India must learn to adapt to 
an era of coalition govern- 
ments following 45 years 
of one-party rule, analysts 
and leaders said 
Wednesday. 

Political analyst Pran 
Chopra, chief of die Centre 
for Policy Research, an 
independent research body, 
said the country’s just-con- 
cluded national elections 
proved the once-dominant 
Congress party's political 
stranglehold was over. 

“After four decades of 
single-party government, 
and that too by a party 
which was hegemonic, it is 
a difficult skill to acquire 
now,” he said. 

“But coalitions in India 
have become unavoid- 
able." 

India, wrecked by recent 
political instability, is 
electing its fifth govern- 
ment within two years. No 
single party has won a 
majority since 1984. 

Three coalitions have 
collapsed since the previ- 
ous national elections in 
1996. 

Mr. Chopra added: “The 
learning process has not 
been discouraging. 

“We have had three 
coalitions and each coali- 
tion has met the conditions 
for success and each has 
been better than the previ- 
ous one.” 

The Hindu nationalists 
and their allies topped the 
Febniary-March elections 
but fell short of a majority. 

They and the Congress, 
which has ruled India 
alone for most of the 50 
years since independence, 
were Wednesday canvass- 
ing support for rival coali- 
tion bids. Parliament 
reconvenes on March 15. 

Congress official .An and 
Sharraa, a former chief of 
the party’s youth wing, 
conceded the 113-year-old 
organisation had to “learn 
to live and work with 
coalitions. 

“There is still a feeling 
within the party that it is 
supreme. People will have 
to adjust to new realities.” 

Hie Congress, frustrated 
by its lack of influence, 
toppled two minority 
United Front coalitions 
within eight months last 
year. The second rift in 
November sparked the 
elections. 


Outgoing Home Minister 
Indrajit Gupta, a seniot 
member of the outgoing 
United, front, said: “India 
has entered the era of 
coalitions. If one knows 
how to run a coalition it 
will not be very difficult to 
do so.” 

The United Front, made 
up of a dozen centrist, left- 
ist and regional groups, 
was also hit by disputes 
between its own partners, 
on issues such as economic 
policy and market reforms. 

Mr. Chopra said Indian 
coalitions needed to be 
formed before elections 
and to campaign on “a 
basic programme on which 
everybody agrees” to be 
successful. 

“If a coalition is to suc- 
ceed, it has to appear 
before the electorate before 
the elections ... in that 
sense. 1996 was a mile- 
stone.” 

The Hindu nationalist 
BJP, India’s largest party, 
which cl aims only it can 
bring stability to India, 
agrees, pointing out its 
alliance meets those crite- 
ria. 

BJP prime ministerial 
candidate Atal Behari 
Vajpayee has called the 
United ■ • Front-Congress 
partnership an “unholy and 
opportunistic. alliance” 
with only one common 
programme — their oppo- 
sition to the BJP. 

Analysts say the BJP 
alliance, however, also 
faces differences on key 
issues. 

The BJP, for instance, 
wants to build a temple on 
the site of a historic 
mosque destroyed by 
Hindu fanatics in 1992 
which led to 2,000 death in 
riots. Many of its allies 
fear the scheme would 
enrage Muslims. 

Samara Party Jed by 
George Fernandes and the 
All India Anna Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam based 
in the southern Indian state 
of Tamil Nadu are vehe- 
mently opposed to the BJP 
stand on the mosque issue 
and other matters concern- 
ing Muslims. 

The BJP and its partners 
are accused by the 
Congress and the United 
Front of being sectarian 
and planning to turn India 
into a theocracy. 


Mexican prison 
rebellion ends with 
two police dead 


MEXICO CITY (R) — 
Two police officers were 
killed and seven other peo- 
ple were injured Tuesday in 
a prison riot in southern 
Mexico, which ended when t 
the prison director 
resigned, officials said. 

Roberto Martinez Ortiz, 
chief prosecutor of Oaxaca 
state, said the mutinous 
inmates of Santa Maria 
Ixcotel prison in a suburb 
of the state capital. 280 
miles southeast of Mexico 
city, released 64 police held 
hostage for 10 hours. 

The official said two 
police died during the riot, 
which began at daybreak 
and in which six officers 
and one prisoner were 
injured. 

Mr. . Martinez told 
reporters that inmates 
agreed to end the rebellion 
after the intervention of 
Oaxaca Archbishop 


Bartolome Carrasco and 
the resignation of the 
prison Director Alfredo 
Martinez. 

In an earlier statement, 
state authorities said offi- 
cials were attacked when 
they tried to summon 
inmates to a roll call. 

It said the prison's 1,200 
inmates had threatened to 
blow up gas tanks and were 
demanding that their rela- 
tives be allowed to enter 
the jail with cigarettes and 
with their faces hidden. 

Local radio reported that 
prisoners rebelled after 
guards tried to cany out a 
search for weapons. 

An inmate who identified 
himself as Antonio Roque 
Cruz told a station the pris- 
oners were protesting over 
the “violation of their indi- 
vidual rights.” 

“We expect dialogue, not 
violence,” he said. 


Nigerian pro-Abacha demos 
fall flat, opposition targetted 


ABUJA (AFP.) — Rallies 
staged to back Nigerian mil- 
itary ruler General Sani 
Abacha as a presidential 
candidate drew limited sup- 
port early Wednesday, while 
police deployed once again 
to prevent a counter-rally. 

In the federal capital, 
Abuja, the second day of the 
pro-Abacha “carnival.” as 
some observers described it, 
brought out tens of thou- 
sands of people after around 
10:00 a.m. 10900 GMT) but 
far short of the two million 
expected by organisers. 

Police meanwhile took up 
stations in the economic 
metropolis, Lagos, to stop 
any pro-democracy demon- 
strations, after rounding up 
10 opponents of the junta 
Tuesday, according to 
police sources cited by 
Wednesday’s press. 

Witnesses said that those 
detained Tuesday included 
Olisa Agbakoba, a lawyer 


and former president of the 
Civil Liberties 

Organisation, a Lagos- 
based human rights organi- 
sation behind planned rights 
protests in the city. 

Sources close to Mr. 
Agbakoba described his 
arrest as brutal, while the 
Vanguard and Tribune 
dailies said that police had 
fired warning shots Tuesday 
as well as tear gas to dis- 
perse fewer than 2.000 
Lagos demonstrators. 

The government denied 
being behind the rallies in 
Abuja to have Gen. Abacha 
backed as a candidate in 
polls planned for August as 
part of his phased pro- 
gramme to hand over power 
to elected civilians next 
October. 

However, observers and 
some newspapers said that 
Tuesday’s events in the city 
in central Nigeria, which 
included shows by musi- 


cians and a turnout by the 
national Super Eagles foot- 
ball team, ahead" of the 
World Cup in Paris, were 
clearly stage-managed by 
the administration. 

The privately owned AIT 
television station reported 
that only 50,000 people 
gathered in Abuja, where 
the organisers had been 
speaking of pulling in a 
throng of two million. 

In Lagos, the head of the 
main opposition umbrella 
movement, Abraham 

Adesanya. told AFP that 
Tuesday's “police action 
shows that we have a fascist 
government-*’ 

“Pro-democracy groups 
will be meeting very soon 
and we will decide our next 
line of action,” said Mr. 
Adesanya, leader of the 
National Democratic 
Coalition (NADECO), 
Wednesday. 

“Ail pro-democracy 


groups will be involved in 
die next rally,” he added, 
without elaborating. 

The Champion daily 
reported (hat a pregnant 
woman and a policeman 
were killed Tuesday in a 
stampede provoked by a 
police charge, but this 
report could not be con- 
firmed by any other source. 

The armed police pres- 
ence in Lagos Wednesday 
was down to several dozen 
men as opposed to about 
150 backed by armoured 
personnel carriers Tuesday. 

Gen. Abacha's regime has 
come under strong domestic 
and foreign pressure over its 
human rights record, includ- 
ing international sanctions 
and suspension from the 
Commonwealth . 

Gen. Abacha, who seized 
power in November 1993, 
has yet to state categorically 
whether he will stand in the 
civilian elections. 


French inquiry into role 
in Rwanda not enough, critics say 


PARIS (AFP) — The aid 
organisation Medecins Sans 
Frontieres (MSF) has criti- 
cised as insufficient a deci- 
sion by France’s National 
_ Assembly to open an inquiry 
into Paris* role in Rwanda 
ahead of the 1994 genocide. 

in a statement late 
Tuesday, MSF, or Doctors 
without Borders, criticised a 
decision earlier the same day 
by the assembly's defence 
committee to set up a fact- 
finding inquiry, saying it 
would not have sufficient 
judicial power. 

Hie office of Defence 
Committee Chairman Paul 
Quiles had said a panel of 10 
members of parliament 
would - rake part in the 
-inquiry on “military opera- 
tions. by France, other coun- 
tries and the United Nations 
in Rwanda between 1990 
and 1994.” * 

However, Mr. Quiles’ 
aides stressed that the inves- 
tigation was not a fully- 
fledged parliamentary- 
inquiry that could result in 


legal proceedings, notably 
before the United Nations 
war crimes court for 
Rwanda in Arusha, 
Tanzan ia. 

It is rather a ^‘fact-finding 
mission,” the statement said. 

“We insist on a committee 
of inquiry, the only body that 
has a precise judicial frame- 
work and has a real mandate 
to control governmental 
action.” MSF’s legal coun- 
sellor Francoise Saulnier 
told AFP. 

“In a serious matter such 
as this, if the rules of the 
game are not set out from 
the outset it is wrong to 
believe the work will be effi- 
cient.” she added. 

Between 500,000 and 
800.000 people, mostly 
Hitsrs, were killed by 
Rwandan government- 
backed militias in the 
Central African country in 
early 1994, but four years 
later France's role in events 
is still unclear, aid agencies 
said earlier this week. 

Between 1990 and 1994, 


France provided financial 
and military backing for 
Kigali under the terms of a 
mutual defence pact. 

Since then, media reports, 
notably last month in the 
conservative French daily 
Le Figaro, have regularly 
alleged that France had 
backed the Hutu regime 
even after it launched the 
genocide at the end of April 
1 994. 

The allegations that France 
continued to send aid to the 
regime have always been 
flatly denied by the French 
foreign ministry. 

In a communique backed 
by other groups and intellec- 
tuals Monday. MSF noted 
that Belgium has recently 
held an inquiry into the 
genocide in its former 
colony but complained the 
subject was taboo in France. 

One of the signatories, 
Claudine Vidal, head of 
research at the French think- 
tank CNRS. told AFP an 
inquiry* was needed on 
France's support for the 


regime and also on its June 
1994 intervention in 
Rwanda, codenamed opera- 
tion “Turquoise" which fol- 
lowed the killings. 

Rwanda has said the oper- 
ation was launched to rescue 
Hutu officials. 

France has also been 
accused of flying out Hutu, 
leaders and allowing the 
sending of weapons to the 
Hutu side. 

The reason, according to 
media reports, for France’s 
policy a^the rime was that 
the Hutu regime was 

French-speaking while the 
Tutsi-led force which ended 
the genocide was dominated 
by English-speakers. 

The U.N. Security Council 
set up the Internationa] 
Criminal Tribunal for 

Rwanda in Arusha in 
November 1994 to seek out 
and try those held mainly 
responsible for genocide and 
war crimes in the Central 
African country. 

No verdicts have yet been 
reached. 


British 
trucker rams 
Buckingham 
Palace gates 

LONDON (R) — A British 
truck-driver has been 
arrested after crashing 
through the gates of 
Buckingham Palace, 
apparently on a “bizarre 
mission” to see Queen 
Elizabeth. 

Police said the driver, 
who rammed his truck 
through the palace gates 
Tuesday morning, was 
released on bail pending 
further inquiries. 

“A 35-year-old lorry dri- 
ver from the West 
Midlands (in central 
England) was arrested 
after attempting to gain 
unlawful entry to 
Buckingham Palace,” said 
a police spokesman. 

Before charging the 
gates, the truck had been 
in a number of collisions 
in central London. 

The Sun newspaper, 
whose photographer wit- 
nessed the event, said the 
driver was on “a bizarre 
mission” to see the queen 
and had left a trail of 
destruction in his wake. It 
quoted a police source as 
saying the driver “just 
flipped. He decided to go 
to Buckingham Palace to 
tell the queen something.” 

Police had no estimate of 
the damage caused to 
palace property. 

Security has been tight- 
ened at the palace to deter 
intruders since unem- 
ployed labourer Michael 
Fagan broke into the cen- 
tral London building in 
1982 and found his way 
into the queen’s bedroom 
while she was sleeping 
there. 


Pakistani love match man 
wounded in armed attack 


KARACHI (.AFP) — 
Unidentified gunmen 
opened fire outside a civil 
court here Wednesday, seri- 
ously wounding a Pakistani 
young man whose secret 
marriage to a Pushtun girl 
triggered violence last 
month, police said. 

Kan war Ahsan, 30. 
received multiple bullet 
wounds and was rushed to 
a local hospital where he 
was fighting for bis life, 
police and doctors said. 

Mr. Ahsan. a member of 
the Urdu-speaking Mohajir 
community, was arrested 
last month after the family 
of the Pushtun girl. Riffat 
Afridi, claimed she was 
kidnapped. 

He was brought to the 
court amid tight security 
after his remand expired. 

Police said assailants 
armed with pistols and 
revolvers were already in 
the court and opened fire as 
Mr. Ahsan was climbing 
the stairs to appear before 
the civil judge. 

Mr. Ahsan, who was 
handcuffed, received three 
bullets — in his chest, 
thigh and groin area, doc- 
tors said, adding, “we are 
struggling to save his life.” 

Some 200 people from 
rival families were in the 
court premises. 

Witnesses said the firing 
“spread panic” and people 
started rushing for shelter. 
An unidentified young girl 
was also injured, they said. 

Police, suspecting the 
family members for the 
assault, have arrested sev- 
eral people including 
Riffat’s cousin Nizabat 
Khan who claims he had 
already married her. 

Her father, Abdul Jabbar 
'Affid, and brother. Abbas 



File picture dated Feb. 19 shows a handcuffed Kanwar 
Ahsan entering the investigation centre of Crime 
Investigation Agency after appearing in a court (AFP 
photo) 


Afridi. have also been 
detained for interrogation, 
police said. 

Tariq Khan, an elder of 
Afridi^ tribe, denied any 
involvement by the girl's 
family saying “we respect 
the judicial process.” 

However, he said the 
attackers could be some 
other ethnic Pashtuns “pro- 
voked" by the love mar- 
riage. 

The Pashtun community. 


demanding the girl’s return 
paralysed Karachi during a 
protest strike on Feb. 11 
when violence left two peo- 
ple dead. 

The girl in a statement 
before a magistrate last 
week denied that she was 
abducted by Mr, Ahsan. 

A local magistrate quoted 
her as telling him that she 
was in love and married 
Mr. Ahsan on her own free 
will! 
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Demographic realities 

THE RECENT census conducted by the 
Palestinian National Authority confirms what 
we have all suspected, that the Palestinian pop- 
ulation is swelling by leaps and bounds. 
According to the census, there are about three 
million Palestinians in the West Bank and 
Gaza. Israel only disputes the number of 
Palestinians in Arab east Jerusalem, putting it 
at about 170,000 while the census figures esti- 
mate it to be well over 200,000. Such demo- 
graphic realities, which cannot be wished away 
by the Israelis or anybody else, reaffirm the 
Indisputable fact that a Palestinian nation is de 
facto in existence. If Israel continues to ignore 
the facts on the grpund, it is going to end up 
with a bi-national state at best or a Bosnia-like 
situation at worst. 

Unless a Palestinian state is quickly allowed to 
take root, there can be no escape from the 
inevitable consequence of Israel resorting to 
ethnic cleansing or the emergence of an Arab- 
Jewish state. This is a choice that both parties 
will have to reckon with sooner than later. More 
important than the current agenda of ongoing 
talks between the two parties i$ the urgent need 
to articulate a grand vision on how best the two 
sides can live together in the future, side-by- 
side, in a peaceful manner. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
and his inner circle of supporters do not strike 
us as cognizant of the demographic dimension 
in an enlightened way. Israeli hardliners are 
perhaps entertaining all sorts of scenarios to 
get rid of the increasing number of Palestinians 
through transfer or otherwise. We have, in fact, 
seen how the Israeli mayor of Jerusalem has 
concocted plans to cancel residency permits of 
Arabs living in Arab Jerusalem in a desperate 
bid to Judaise the entire city. 

At one time, the ruling Likud Party advocat- 
ed the establishment of an alternative home- 
land for the Palestinians in Jordan. In the wake 
of the 1994 Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty, how- 
ever, we presumed that such a wild and irre- 
sponsible idea was buried for good. Bnt recent 
leaks from Israel indicate that the idea of an 
alternative homeland for the Palestinians is still 
alive and kicking. Jordan, which will be the 
first country to be affected by the lack of a gen- 
uine and lasting solution to the Palestinian 
problem, cannot possibly sit idle while such 
plans are being put into action. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek criticised what he described as 
the government’s tendency to borrow money from the 
World Bank, saying continued borrowing will overbur- 
den the country with debts, adversely affect the nation- 
al economy and even endanger Jordan’s independence. 
Dr. Fanek focused in particular on the $630 million in 
loans and donations which were announced earlier this 
week by Minister of Water and Irrigation Munther 
Haddadin. He said most of these funds will come as 
loans rather than grants, and the World Bank charges 
one to three per cent higher interest rates than other 
banks. The writer said the World Bank's loam cannot 
be rescheduled like those from other financial organisa- 
tions, and payment should be made without delay oth- 
erwise grave consequences await this country. He 
added that loans given by the World Bank to Jordan are 
not soft, as Dr. Haddadin has described them, except 
only in the sense that payments are spread over a 
longer period of time. Recalling that Jordan has not yet 
overcome problems connected with previous debts for 
which the country sought help from the International 
Monetary Fund, the writer said more loans will nega- 
tively affect the national economy. He said the World 
Bank has real interest in offering loans to various coun- 
tries because it is aiming to make profits at the expense 
of Jordan's bankruptcy." 

A1 Arab A1 Yawm’s Nicola Nasser described 
Netanyahu's offer to pull out Israeli forces from south- 
ern Lebanon under specific conditions as a political 
manoeuvre to help him escape from the implementation 
of U.N. resolutions. The writer said Netanyahu is say- 
ing that the pull-out can take place only after Lebanon 
takes specific security arrangements in the south — a 
move which would contradict Resolution 425 as it does 
not stipulate any conditions for the withdrawal. 
According to the writer Netanyahu made the proposal 
because of internal pressure to pull out following the 
loss of many Israeli troops in southern Lebanon at the 
hands of the resistance forces and in order .to ease 
European diplomatic pressure on Israel which demands 
that it pull out from the occupied Arab lands. He said 
Netanyahu made the proposal also in a bid to separate 
the Syrian and the Lebanese tracks and isolate Syria, to 
try to escape from implementing the peace accords with 
the Palestinians and to achieve a separate peace treaty 
with Lebanon under Israel's own terms, disregarding 
Resolution 425. Such behaviour, he said, is bound to 
meet with total failure. 


Hegemony of the fourth type 


ARE THE press and the media good or bad? Are 
they a blessing or a curse? What tasks are they sup- 
posed to perform? What functions and what pur- 
poses are they expected to serve? And how? 

Answering questions such as these appears to be a 
must at this point in time, for everyone on this small 
globe of ours. When you watch a movie in which 
you see a group of photographers, camera-persons, 
and reporters aggressively approaching or daunt- 
lessly chasing (and then literally hounding and 
haunting) individuals of sorts for the sake of the 
“truth” of a matter or for the sake of a “story" to be 
written, you cannot but ask such questions. But 
when fiction becomes tragic reality — such as in the 
case of Princess Diana and Dodi Fayed, where the 
reporters and the journalists were the first suspects 
— the answers become more urgent. In the case of 
President Bill Clinton and Monica Lewinsky, the 
press and the media (in the opinion of many experts) 
did more harm than good — dramatising, inflating, 
blowing the matter out of perspective, victimising, 
and damning. 

Also (more generally), how reliable are the press 
and the media as a source of information and as an 
educational tool? On the one hand, we feel they 
have brought the diverse countries and cultures of 
today's world much closer than they have been for 
ages. On the other hand, they have (at times, often, 
most often, in some cases, in many cases, etc.) cre- 
ated, spread or fostered (intentionally as well as 
unintentionally) many misconceptions, untruths, 
falsehoods, and lies. The case of the “Arab” or 
“Muslim” as portrayed by Western press and media 
is an excellent example of the negative side-effects, 
dangers, vices, and disadvantages of the press and 


media. Here is a stark example -where communica- 
tion becomes miscommunication, where a potential- 
ly useful tool backfires. What happens to good old 
impartiality and objectivity? Most press and media 
institutions the world over (not only those which are 
state-run and state-controlled, but also — ironically 
— those which are privately owned) have lost a lot 
of their impartiality and objectivity. Many have 
become propaganda tools, desperately trying to 
propagate either the ideas of their so-called stake- 
holders or those which emanate from their own 
unreliable perceptions and misperceptions. 

For us in this part of the globe, where the press 
and the media are becoming (and speedily so) not 
only important but also influential, powerful and 
central in the lives of most of us, such questions 
appear to be not only important but crucial. In addi- 
tion, since we (in this part of the globe, again, and 
at this particular moment in time) are not (generally 
speaking — no offence) initiators or inventors but 
enthusiastic recipients and consumers, we (it seems) 
have to raise questions about the advantages and 
disadvantages of anything and everything we 
receive, use or consume — including the press and 
the media. 

I am not trying to suggest answers for the ques- 
tions just raised; rather, 1 am calling upon those 
involved to try to find answers in light of the deteri- 
oration and the abuse which we see daily. 

It is obvious that the function, role and approach 
of the press and the media worldwide needs to be 
looked into, thought about more carefully, revised, 
and even totally redrawn. They are supposed to be 
in the service of people and not scourges against 
them; means for their freedom and release, and not 


means of imprisonment; vehicles of understanding, 
not tools for distortion. 

In our own case, I would say that our experience 
with the press and the media, like our experience 
with almost everything else (since we are, again, 
recipients and consumers) is relatively novice and 
amateurish (with, of course, some notable excep- 
tions' here and there). All the more reason why we 
should be more careful about the type of press and 
media we want, the approach we wish to adopt, the 
goals Sve want to fulfil, and the benefit we hope to 
reap. 

Do we want to follow in the steps of the Western 
media, or should we develop institutions, methods, 
and styles that serve our positive purposes better 
and harmonise with our culture more appropriately. 
Do we want a tool which works for us, or a monster 
which destroys us. 

.Some people in our world like to think of the press 
and the media as the “fourth authority" Should we 
not think about the repercussions and implications 
of empowering the press and the media, before such 
authority is abused. The matter needs serious think- 
ing as we still think and talk about the Press and 
Publications Law and about freedom of expression. 
Over the years societies have become increasingly 
aware of the need to introduce laws that govern the 
work and authority of legislative, executive and 
judicial branches of government. The same, it 
seems to me, 'needs to be done with respect to the 
press and the media. 

The press and media can be tools for hegemony, 
imprisonment and even death (rather than liberation 
and freedom), if we are not careful. Think of Diana 
.and Dodi, and of Monica Lewinsky. 




‘Because they live in Jordan ’ 


To the editor: 


THOSE JORDANIANS in the town ofMa’au, 
who wem on a rampage two weeks ago in sup- 
port of Saddam Hussein, should count them- 
sel ves lucky they do not live in Iraq where they 
would have suffered severe pumknnentsfor 
their actions. It is precisely because they are 
fortunate enough to live in the most open and 
benevolent state in the Middle East that they* 
can protest the way they did and still go bade 
home in one piece! 

Ex-officials and opposition figures, precisely 
because they live in Ionian, can. with total 
impunity, voice their criticisms of foe regime 
even to visiting foreign Journalists, travel the 
length and width : of .the : oountry rebel rousing 
and inciting mob* violence in the ' name of 
democracy. God help us all if, one day, our 
destiny lands in the tends of such “democrats” 
as those who embrace dictators elsewhere in 
the Arab World. 

When His- Majesty the King experimented • 
with democracy and political pluralism as for 
back as 1958, he was rewarded with an attempt 
on his life. His recent measures of liberalising 
and gradually opening up the body politic are 
being eroded by the atavistic demands of a 
motley crew of yesterday’s men, be they 
Islamists, nationalists, communists or those 
with a severe dose of Israd-pbobia, whose 
world vision is fossilised in bygone times. The 


King who is essentially a modernist and a lib- 
eral at heart finds himself tom between die 
devil and the deep blue sea. 

The blame for the “marked deterioration in 
respect to basic freedoms" in our country as 
outlined to Homan Rights Watch recently by a 
few self-serving and politically myopic acad- 
emics cannot be laid at' the door of King 
Hussein. 

Arab intellectuals are vociferous when it 
comes to politics — die Grand Design!, but are 
lame, totally ineffectual and almost always 
sflenl when it comes to matters of real sub- 
stance that determine where we are and where 
we are going. I haven’t heard any of them — 
exc^ a few of your gallant rorrespondents — 
condemn the recent murders of hapless women 
in the name of honour. I haven’t heard a single 
voice calling for a radical review of our archa- 
ic family law and gender relations. We are the 
only people on die face of tins planet who are 
proud of their institutionalised sexual 
apartheid. 

Before we talk about individual freedom, 
shouldn't all individuals in our society be free 
first? Perhaps we should lock at history and 
wonder why we Arabs still have not had our 
Enlightenment, an important prerequisite and 
an essentia] precursor to genuine democracy. 

Dr. Kamal Tawfiq Nimri 
London 


‘West must grasp the feudal nature of Middle 

deal with it effectively’ 


East to 


By Israel Shahak 

WHY DO Europeans consistently fail to 
understand what is happening in the Middle 
East? The main reason is their assumption 
that the region behaves like the Europe of 
the twentieth century. But different parts of 
the globe live in different periods of time. 

Barring certain aspects of technology, the 
Middle East today exists according to 
norms that are more like the Europe of the 
Middle Ages with its feudal social and potit- 
ical structures, and especially its integration 
of formal religion into every aspect of daily 
life. This feudal model governs the behav- 
iour of society within individual Middle 
Eastern states and the relations between 
states of the region. It also holds true, more 
or less, for the way the region as a whole 
perceives its relationship with outside pow- 
ers. 

A characteristic of feudal societies is that 
political reality conflicts with appearance 
much more so than under modem systems. 
War and trade were carried on simultane- 
ously in feudal Europe. In southern 
Lebanon war has been waged for years, but 
the same area also serves as one of the best 
outlets for Israel's flourishing exports to 
Arab countries. 

With the sole condition that no ‘Made in 
Israel' labels appear on Israeli goods, the 
trade includes exports (especially of eggs 
and work clothes) to Syria, which formally 
opposes all normalisation with Israel It also 
includes exports to the Iraq of Saddam 
Hussein, who has been for many years a 
declared enemy of Israel During Saddam 
Hussein's war with Iran, he bought Israeli 
tinned vegetables for his soldiers (specially 
prepared to suit (be Iraqi taste), and even 
after the Gulf war Israel helped him with 
exports as much as it dared. Such exports 
are paid for in gold or hard currency and 
constitute an important source of Israeli 
income. 

Such trade can only be conducted on the 
condition that the niceties are preserved on 
both sides. Arab regimes continue to oppose 
Zionism, and Israeli Prime Minister 


Benyamin Netanyahu continues to make 
speeches saying that all Arabs want to 
destroy Israel But cooperation mixed with 
conflict, and even war, will go on so long as 
the basic feudal structure remains. 

As well as governing relations between 
Israel and other Middle Eastern states, the 
same feudal model underpins the relation- 
ships between Tel Aviv and Washington, 
The United States is the liege lord, and 
Israel is (and actually wants to be) its vassal. 
But, beyond ceremonies, what made a vas- 
sal useful to his lord? Mostly it was that be 
commanded a dependent and faithful mili- 
tary force, which even when not used in war 
could be used to threaten the other vassals. 
The fundamental interest of the U.S. in the 
Middle East is to dominate the oil-bearing 
areas, which are also important to its allies 
in Europe and the Far East. To this end, its 
concern is to prevent other Middle Eastern 
states (or popular movements) from upset- 
ting the convenient status quo. Other 
Middle Eastern vassals might not want to 
fight for the liege lord — or their forces 
might not fight well — but Israel can be 
depended on: If asked to fight h will fight, 
and more importantly, it will fight well. • 

After all a vassal in a feudal regime who 
was not able to mustier a body of men that 
fought well for his lord did not survive long. 
But if his army was in good condition, he 
was usually forgiven many small — and not 
so small — acts of disobedience and even 
impudence. A strong vassal had influence in 
die court of his lord and could, to a certain 
extent, manipulate it. Israel is valuable to 
the U.S. first and foremost because it is a 
society of Jewish warriors, willing to fight 
Without this, it would have been useless to 
an imperial power such as the U.S. and 
would have been abandoned by it long ago. 

As the majority of the Israeli army is a cit- 
izen army, it is relatively cheap to maintain.. 
As Israeli Jews have a relatively high stan- 
dard of education, they are able to maintain 
properly the sophisticated equipment so 
important in modern warfare, especially in 
the air force. But experience shows that 
only the ground forces can actually win a 


war, while the best an air force can do is to 
inflict often inconclusive damage. So even 
more important is the readiness of young 
Israeli Jews to volunteer for elite combat 
units, undergo long and gruelling training, 
and get killed if necessary. 

Experience of the eight-year-old Iraq-Iran 
war, in which perhaps, one million people 
died, together with other regional conflicts, 
demonstrates that Middle Eastern armies 
(with the possible exception of the Turkish 
forces) possess a defensive capability but 
not an offensive one. They know how to 
defend themsfelves in prepared positions 
when attacked, but when they attack they 
usually foil ignominiously. But because of 
its citizen army character — a result of 
democracy despite its local limitations — 
the Israeli forces are unique in the region in 
possessing a good offensive, as well as 
defensive, capability. 

In feudal terms, the other armies can 
defend walled cities, often well, but are 
unable to win battles in the field. The Israeli 
citizen army is much more important than 
presumed Israeli nuclear weapons. Tfre lat- 
ter can be used only under the most extreme 
circumstances, but the army can be .used as 
and when it is needed, and more particular- 
ly as and when the U.S. requires its services. 

It is this which makes Israel so valuable to 
the U-S. Interestingly, close relations: 
between Israel and the U.S. date only from 
1967, after Israel demonstrated its mili tary 
power in the June . war. (In 1956, after the 
Suez debacle, the then U.S. President 
Dwight Eisenhower compelled Israel to 
withdraw from its conquests in less than a 
year). 

In capitalist terms, we may call Israel a 
good U.S. investment, which It would be 
wasteful for Washington to lose, or even 
risklosing. 

Compared with the strength of Israel’s 
army, such factors as the Jewish lobby in the 
U.S. (there is also a Christian pro-Israeli 
lobby, now of no less importance) or the 
presumed sentimental concerns such as the 
memory of the holocaust, are in my view of 
no importance. After all it was Soviet 


leader Josef Stalin who supported Israel in 
1948 and supplied it with weapons. Did be 
do so because of the holocaust or because 
be wanted access to tbe armed strength of 
Israel? 

In the politics of naked power, which 
under the pious cover of a “wish for peace” 
prevails nearly everywhere and is especially 
characteristic of American imperial policies 
of the last 50 years (need I name Vietnam?), 
it is the strength of the Israeli citizen army 
and its potential use that is the key to under- 
standing the relationship between the U.S. 
and Israel and thus also the Israeli position 
in the Middle East. 

No doubt, the Israeli role in American pol- 
icy is responsible for much injustice and 
human suffering, not only in the Middle 
East, where the Palestinians are its chief 
victims, but In other regions where Israel 
has acted for decades as the supplier of 
weapons to tbe worst and most cruel dicta- 
torial regimes. L as an Israeli citizen, desire 
an Israel that adopts a role other than tbe 
one it fulfils now. Our wish should be to 
alleviate suffering and obtain maximum 
possible justice. 

But the best of wishes will not come true 
without an understanding of the existing sit- 
uation. The worst failure of the Arabs, and 
especially of Palestinians, is that they refuse 
to see what makes Israel strong and indulge 
in the same old platitudes, usually about 
United Nations resolutions. 

One of the founders of modem scSffice, 
Francis Bacon, said: “Knowledge is power.” 
Until by an application of knowledge, the 
Middle East emerges from its continuing 
feudal state, we can only expect with regret 
that the present situation, with its many 
injustices, will continue, or will be alleviat- 
ed only to a minor extent. • 

The writer lives in Jerusalem and is author 
of “Open Secrets; Israeli Nuclear and 
Foreign Policies and co-author with Norton 
M&vinsky of • Jewish Fundamentalism ih 
Israel’ due out in September. This article is 
reprinted from The Observer. 
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Abdullah Kanaan 


EXPOSING VIEWS: The University of Jordan . ir 
cooperating with University of Birmingham's Centre for 
the Study of Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations and the 
Spanish Centre for International Relations of the Univer- 
sity of Madrid to hold a three-day seminar on “Arabs and 
the West " from April 3-5. Chairman of the seminar’s 
preparatory committee Sami Khasawneh, who is UoJ aca- 
demic vice president, said the event will address two major 
themes: A rabs/Westemers and the media, and suggestions 
for active cooperation and mutual understanding. The first 
theme will target the images of Arabs and Westerners in 
. each, other’s media, school curricula and theatre and atti- 
aides towards, toesenpagfs. The. theme on suggestions for 
coppemipn yiljjook at nfpfiSfc. im ^es, tl §aiqlaa 


Sailing into new waters 


The expertise and experience of former Minister of. Educa- 
tion and Higher Education Munther Masri will certainly 
not go wasted after the recent cabinet reshuffle. On 
Wednesday evening the three-pronged appointment of Dr. 
Masri was officially announced. His new interrelated mis- 
sions will be as advisor to HRH Crown Prince Hasson, and 
through this position to supendse the General Secretariat 
of the Higher Council for Science and Technology, and as 
president of the National Centre for Human Resources 
Development (an autonomous arm of the HCST). The 
responsibilities ofthe NCHRD are familiar to Dr. Masri as 
he served as its president prior to his appointment as a min- 
ister. Last year Dr. Osama Khalidi was appointed to over- 
see the work of the HCSTs General Secretariat — he has 
since been named the council's secretary general, an 
appointment that is expected to be sealed by Royal Decree. 

**** 

ENGAGING THE 
MEDIA: Abdullah 

Kanaan, a former director 
of the Office of the Crown 
Prince , has taken on his 
new post with zeal. Now 
as secretary general of the 
Royal Committee for 
Jerusalem Affairs, an 
appointment made effec- 
tive Dec. 1, 1997. he has 
personally written to sev- 
eral journalists to start 
cooperation with the 
media in order to advance 
the work of this official 
committee, whose chair- 
man is HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan. Mr. 

Kanaan' ’s message to the 
media was a novel step. 

His open approach is certain to get him some constructive 
responses. 


firm Jordan, Kuwait. Lebanon, Saudi Arabia. Syria. Egypt, 
Qatar, the United Arab Emirates. Morocco, Tunisia, the 
U.K., Italy, France, Belgium, Sweden, Switzerland, Den- 
mark, and Germany have been invited to participate. 

**** 

EXPECT THE 
UNEXPECTED: 

When U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan was 
rushed to hospital after an 
‘assassination attempt he 
looked up at the attending 
medical stiff and said “I 
hope you’re all Republi- 
cans.” For 71 -year-old 
Trinidad President Arthur 
Robinson, there was little 
time to jest. Mr. Robinson 
was hospitalised and 
underwem successful 
emergency coromary by- 
pass surgery. The presi- 
dent was under the care of 
a team of doctors led by 
Jordanian-born cardio- 
vascular surgeon WalidDihmis, consultant cardio-thoracic 
surgeon at Britain's Liverpool Cardio Thoracic Hospital. 
The Liverpool medical facility sends one of its doctors 
monthly to Trinidad to operate on patients. In late Febru- 
ary it was 36-year-old Dr. Dihmas' turn in the Caribbean .. 
Two days after his arrival he was called to operate on Mr. 
Robinson. Dr. Dihmis. who followed in the professional 
footsteps of his father general surgeon Carlos Dihmis, stud- 
ied at the London Hospital Medical School The Trinidad 
president was last reported in good condition. 



WalidDihmis 


**♦* 


GOING FOR IT: 

Another young Jordanian 
making an international 
mark is Omar Z Saleh, 
chairman and chief execu- 
tive officer of Century 
Investment Group in 
Amman. At 31, Mr. Salah 
was selected as one of the 
World Economic Forum’s 
hundred 1998 Global 
Leaders for Tomorrow. 
This WEF initiative was 
launched in 1992 in 
response to the “ evident 
need for a new approach 
to global leadership in the 
^ post 'cold war' era." ~ The ' 
^j$sion,' in of . the, 'GJpbal 


Leaders of Tomorrow is to create a worldwide network of 
individuals for dynamic mutual support in facing the chal- 
lenges of leadership for economic and social progress. 
According to the WEF, these leaders are individuals bom in 
the second half of the century, holding positions of consid- 
erable power, influence and responsibility, and “global" in 
terms of their accomplishments and potential Mr. Salah 
graduated with degrees in civil engineering and manage- 
ment from Purdue Univeristy. He returned to Jordan in 
1993 to " pursue the call of peace.” he says. Mr. Salah 
opened contacts with Israeli and U.S. firms and has formed 
partnerships and joint venture with companies such as 
Delta Galli Industries. Koor Industries, Sara Lee and 
Motorola. His business is said to be valued at $100 million, 
employing more than 1,000 Jordanians. Of working with 
Israeli businesses he says. “I look at Israel as a tool to 
jump-start Jordan ‘s economy regardless of the political sit- 
uation. / am looking out for Jordan's future.” 


**** 




British Ambassador to Jordan Christopher Bat- 
tiscombe meets with SOS Children’s Village 
Association National Director Una Kopti, mem- 
bers of the SOS Amman staff and children 


Omar Z. Salah 


ACCOMMODATING: Another sort of partnership 
was boosted on Monday when the British government 
donated JD 11.000 to the SOS Children's Village in 
Amman. : The funds, provided under the government’s 
British Partnership Scheme.” will help the village meet its 
eds for extra child accommodations. They are pan of the 
h y ' U.JC.'s annual donation of JD 250,000 for nan-govemmen- 
**4 organisations. The SOS villages in Amman and Aqaba 


provide substitute homes and families for orphaned and 
abandoned children. 





Former Rotary International District Governor 
Tawfiq Kawar makes acquaintance of fellow 
Rotarians Mr. & Mrs. Keith Pinkerton of Glas- 
gow, Scotland anh Mr. & Mrs. Frank Douse of 
Winslow, England on their arrival in Aqaba 
aboard the M. V. Arcadia 


WELL LOOK WHO’S HERE: P&O Cruise Lines 
have been making Aqaba a port of call of its round-the- 
world luxury cruises. Last month when the deluxe M. V. 
Arcadia docked at Aqaba with 1.100 passengers on board, 
there to welcome Aracadia’s Captain Rory Smith were 
Aqaba Regional Authority Director Marwan Dudin, Mrs. 
Dudin, Aqaba Ports Corporation Director Capt. Moham- 
mad Dalabeeh and other officials and guests. Among the 
“welcoming committee" was former Rotary International 
District Governor Tawfiq Kawar who. by coincidence, was 
introduced to two fellow Rotarians from the United King- 
dom. and their spouses among the throng of nearly 800 
passengers who disembarked from the ship for a day visit to 
Petra. P&O plans another four visits to Aqaba this year. 

Jennifer Hamameh 





deception 


By Je&n-Chnde Efias 

THE CRAZE started several years ago, in the 
lane seventies, with those sfljy digital wiist- 
watehes that would display the time in hcnMe 
reddish LCD (liquid crystal dkxfe). About the 
only interesting feature of these models was the 
feet that few were ‘‘digital” Apert from fee 
^Dpeal created by the nowlty. the watebss were 
unreliable, ugly and overall cheap. Fortunately 
they didn't last long. People realised feat it was 
a passing fashion and feat quality wodld prevail 
in fee end. Nowadays, alongside other tech- 
nologies, digital watches arc still selling, but the 
quality has tremendously improved, and red 
LCDs have disappeared 

The "djg&aT qualifier pa- se stSl atracts peo- 
ple. Digital auneras and digital music are two of 
fee fastest growing PC applications. There are, 
however; huge differences in quality between 
products and programmes. 

It may come as a surprise to audiophiles, but 
their beloved music CDs do not store and play 
perfect sound. Indeed, purists still find the sound 
of fee good old vinyl discs smoother and 
wanna: And they are right. When fee designers 
of fee CD, in the early eighries, set up its char- 
acteristics, their primary concern was to put as 
much recorded material as possible on the disc. 
Their reference was one of Beethoven’s sym- 
phonies, which is abom 70 minutes Jong. They 
wanted it to fit on one single CD. Hence tie 
co m promise in characteristics. 

For those interested in figures, fee current 
audio CD stores digital music with a sampling 

rate of 44.1 KHz. in a 1 64A format, and in 
stereo of course. Good enough, but just short erf 
mily great sound. Howewet a rare of 88 KHz 
and a 20-bit fonnat would have resubedin qual- 
ity fear would have satisfied the most discerning 
ears. With fee state of (figital storage technology 



then, such high specifications woe not possible. 
Recoding time would have been reduced by 
more than 60 per cent - an unacceptable solu- 
tion commercially peaking 

Now the industry is offenng the HDCD (high 
definition compact (fisc) which characteristics 
.are closer to the ideal figures given above. 
Recording professionals also are using very 
high sampling rates and a format nf 20 nr even 

24-bit sometimes. 

The same can be said about digital photogra- 
phy. Rom JD500 to JD12,000 fee paces of dig 
ital cameras speaks for themselves - digital 
doesn’t necessarily mean high quality! Rom 
pictures that look more like a bad jigsaw puzzle 
to true-torbufe photos, fee range is impressive. 
Stifl, fee advantages cf fee digital forma — for 
whatever quality n provides — are not negligi- 
ble. The main one being the long time conser- 
- vatk)n of date in its original, integral four). What 
we store in digital format (sound, photos, etc.) 
remans as it is, unaltered for years, decades, and 
more. It is important, however, to be wefl 
informed and to realise that quality is something 
else. Start by asking fix digital, and then within 
digital;- ask for the characteris tics and the qnali- 
ty you expect and you need. You may find that 
high quality di gital sound or photography is 
mere expensive than yoa tbcughL 

One way or anothez, most of the software we 
run co ourpersonal computers presents an inter- 
est for somebody.' There is enough variety in fee 
programmes available to satisfy people with dif- 
ferent needs apd backgrounds, however; 
demanding they may be. 

It’s not enough to say ‘'digital” Even in digi- 
tal there are low quality products. Quality 
audio, video and photo are still esqxnrive and 

very demanding in toms of technical perfor- 
rfcanry and rhar ^rtt-rrefir-i; nfPGs and o ther sim- 
ilar equipment. 


King urges Arabs to address 
the world with a unified tone 


(Continued from page 1) 

fee desire to launch direct dia- 
logue with fee U.S. and the 
world at large, not through a 
third party. 

The King added; “It is not 
right for any party to impose 
who should be in power 
because it is fee people's right 
to decide on this matter.” 

He said that be was keen on 
ending the suffering of the 
Iraqi people and safeguarding 
Iraqi sovereignty and its terri- 
torial integrity, otherwise fee 
whole region and Iraq will face 
disintegration and a situation 
far worse than the situation that 
has prevailed until now. 

Regarding relations wife 
Turkey, he said fee Arab coun- 
tries have displayed satisfac- 
tion wife Ankara’s stand and it 
is in our interest to maintain 
good neighbourly relations 
wife Turkey. 

King Hussein denied reports 
alleging feat be was carrying a 
four-point agenda for discus- 
sion, adding fear be was not 
acting on behalf of any other 
party. 

Referring to the Iraqi -UN. 
agreement, the King said it 
was a victory for all parties. 

King Hussein expressed 
appreciation of Sheikh Zayed 
for his continued support to 
Jordan and fee Arab World. He 
also underlined fee need for 
inter-Arab consultations and 
coordination in order to unify 
die Arab Nations’ stand with 
regard to fee Palestinian ques- 
tion and for fee purpose of giv- 


ing momentum to fee peace 
process, as well as backing the 
Palestinian people in their 
struggle to regain their legiti- 
mate rights and establish their 
independent state on feeir 
national soil with its capital in 
Jerusalem. 

In his talks with President 
Nahayan, King Hussein dis- 
cussed bilateral ties and pan- 
Arab relations. The King and 
the UAE president also dis- 
cussed developments in fee 
peace process and efforts to 
revive it. They expressed con- 
cern for the difficulties facing 
peace and affirmed the need 
for world powers, especially 
fee U.S., to take up their 
responsibilities in compelling 
Israel to submit to UN. resolu- 
tions. The King's meeting wife 
fee ambassadors was attended 
by His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah, Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali, Royal 
Court Chief Fayez Tarawneh, 
fee King's adviser Salah Abu 
Zeid. and Jordan's ambassador 
to fee UAE, Samir Hraoud. 

Earlier Wednesday, Dr. 
Majali met representatives of 
fee Jordanian community in 
the UAE and briefed them on 
fee latest developments in the 
region, particularly the Iraq- 
UN. crisis. He also talked 
about efforts exerted by fee 
King and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan towards 
reaching a settlement to the 
crisis. 


Dufourcq meets Iraqi president 

(Confined from page!) (UNSCOM) in charge of efis- can Guard headquarers or inteHi- 

mai^ing Iraq’s weapons of mass gence agencies, not directly 

week has concentrated on devis- - destruction. Ml Butler will file addressed in Ml Annan's agree- 
ing procedures for the new agree- hi$ reports to Ml Atman. men. 

raent he signed wififiapfeatas However UN. arms officials Under cunent .practices, 

tfaacalkfardqjlonBtsroaxxb- say privaely they do not expea to UNSCOM inspectors pay a sur- 

pany UN. inspectos on vise to find aims in fee presidential com- prise visit but need to wait for 

' "presidential sites” or com- pounds, whfcfeby now mastHre- senicr-lcvel Iraqi officials to 

«her J ly have been cleansed of docu- arrive and escot .than through 

smacoaes. merits or other materials. Butthey the site. 

ThegpupwillbeledbyJayaii- also want to make sure they do The 15-member EU, in a state- 

fea Dhas^aia, the Sri Lankan not become warehouses for pro- mare issued late on Tuesday by 
UN. undetwoetery-general for hfoited items. its British presidency, ur^d Iraq 

He repos u> Iftxoiifccx»^iheihostfikB- to comply fully wife commit- 

Rktad-Butier, ite chairman of- tyareawDbeinqjecwtereoher ments made to Mr Annan last 

the UN. Special Commission sensitive sites, such as Reptfefr- week to give inspeaos access id 


“presidential sites” dot had been 
off Emits. 

“The European Union mean- 
while remains determined to 
ensure feat fee arrangements for 
bringing mczeased humanitarian 
assistance to the Iraqi people,- 
are fully and effectively imple- 
mented,” it added. 

A majority, including EU 
member Ranee, argued it was 
not a Wank cheque for automatic 
Weston military strikes if Iraq 
again obstructs arms modicre. 

On Wsdnesday UN. weapons 
inspectors carried out surprise 
visits to 12 sites in Iraq and did 
not encounter any problems, fee 
official Iraqi news agency INA 
said. 


Ten teams of inspectors firm 
fee UN. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) on Iraqi disarma- 
ment paid "surprise visits" to 12 
sites, said General Husain 
Muhammad Amin, the Iraqi 
National Monitoring Directorate 
director general. 

One group used a helicopter to 
reach a site, he said. 

The visits proceeded “normally 
and with the assistance and coop- 
eration of the Iraqi ade.” he said. 

Mr. Amin, who is responsible 
for Basing with UN. weapons 
inspectors, also said that a team 
from the International Atomic 
Energy Agency was continuing 
talks Wednesday with Iraqi offi- 
cials. 


Cabinet commits to forge ahead with privatisation 


(Continued from page 1) 

once fee sale has been success- 
fully completed, the govern- 
ment will buy part or all the 
remaining shares. , 

“[This undertaking] will 
allow us to benefit from the 
strategic partner’s experience in 
fee fields of technology which 
will improve the company's 
operational efficiency and 

encourage fee provision of 
additional services,” he said. 

Although 70 per cent of fee 
company's revenues are gener- 
ated through international calls. 
Dr. Anani said, the company 
will not be able to sustain this 
performance because of fee 
recent globalisation of 
international telecommunica- 
tion networks. 

He was referring to fee intro- 
duction of Internet services, 
through which international 
calls can be made at local 
prices. 

Though the number of JTC 
subscribers has jumped from 
345,000 in 1996 to 413.000 in 
1997. fee company's real earn- 
ings dropped from JD172 mil- 
lion in 1996 to JD165 million 
■the following year, he said. 

“It is clear feat compensating 
losses by raising prices is no 
longer possible in fight of the 
new telecommunications law 
which encourages open compe- 
tition," Dr. Anani said. 

The practical alternative, he 
added, lies in raising JTCs 
administrative efficiency and 
decreasing production costs on 
the one hand, and introducing 
technology to provide better 
services at competitive prices 
cm the other. 

"This could be done through 
privatising the company and 
attracting a strategic investor,” 
said Dr. Anani. 

He added that as a result of 
liberalising fee telecommunica- 
tions sector in recent years, fee 
government has received JD25 
million through licences it 
awarded to different telecom- 
munications companies, such 
as FasrLink — Jordan's sole 
mobile service provider. 

Dr. Anani told fee House feat 
the government has decided to 
transfer shares of fee Jordan 
Electric Power Company, 
which was part of fee Jordan 
Electricity Authority to fee Jor- 
dan Investment Corporation as 
part of a step towards selling 


these shares to the public. 

To meet increasing energy 
demand the government has 
pm forth a strategy to ease 
financial burdens on the state 
treasury and to set the grounds 
for fee sector's growth by 
improving its efficiency and the 
quality of its electric services. 

As for fee financially-bur- 
dened transportation sector — 
which includes fee Public 
Transportation Corporation 
(PTC), fee Aqaba Railway Cor- 
poration and Royal Jordanian 
Airlines iRJ) — fee govern- 
ment has drawn up a pro- 
gramme to restructure and reg- 
ulate fee sector through privati- 
sation. 

Dr. Anani said in 1996 the 
PTC has recorded JDS million 
in losses, which are expected to 
reach JD15 million by the end 
of 1999. 

“The corporation is practical- 
ly bankrupt... and its financial 
situation is deteriorating wife 
time as well as fee services it 
provides.” Dr. Anani said 

He added that by fee end of 
July, (he government will have 
finalised fee establishment of a 
new private -owned transporta- 
tion network, which wifi 
replace fee FTC’s existing one. 

Dr. Anani added feat Jordan 
has offered local and foreign 
investors a 25-year concession 
for rehabilitating and operating 
the indebted Aqaba Railway 
Corporation (ARC) as part of 
privatisation plans. 

Until fee end of 1997. ARC 
has recorded losses estimated at 
JD56 million raising its overall 
debts to JD70 million. 

Operations of the new private 
railway are expected to start by 
early 1999, he added 

As for the Royal Jordanian 
Airlines, saddled with debts of 
over SS46 million, fee govern- 
ment said the sole national car- 
rier has for several years been 
suffering from accumulating 
losses, whicb have increased its 
indebtedness and added more 
financial strains to the King- 
dom's treasury. 

Plans to privatise the airline 
were first floated in 1988, but 
held back because of a host of 
bureaucratic and financial rear 
sons. 

According to officials, the 
financial and legal restructuring 
of RJ will help put it on a more 
profitable and a sounder admin- 
istrative level. 


"All studies emphasised feat 
the restructuring of RJ... will 
not only ease the burden on the 
state treasury but will also turn 
it into a profit-generator,” the 
minister told fee House. 

He added that fee govern- 
ment has also approved fee sale 
of 33 per cent of the shares of 
fee Jordan Cement Factories, 
out of its total equity of 49.5 per 
cent to a strategic partner, in an 
attempt to penetrate foreign 
markets. 

The government decided to 
take this step because of “sur- 
plus in production which 
exceeds the local market needs, 
in addition to the availability of 
unutilised production capacity." 

Dr. Anani stressed feat the 
government is fully aware of 
fee negative consequences that 
could accompany fee privatisa- 
tion process. 

Therefore, he said the gov- 
ernment is drafting an anti-trust 
law that aims at encouraging 
competition in domestic mar- 
kets and controls monopoly, in 
addition to a safeguard law that 
protects domestic industry from 
dumping or any other illegal 
practices lhai may arise in 
international trade. 

- In order to encourage foreign 
investments, Jordan introduced 
a new investment law allowing 
100 per cent foreign equity 
ownership in key sectors, but 
restricted ownership to 50 per 
cent in others. However. Dr. 
Anani said, in most cases, sell- 
ing state shares to foreign 
investors will not be sufficient 
to allow them full ownership. 

Privatisation earnings will be 
saved in a future "Generations 
Fund,” which will not be pan of 
(he Kingdom's fiscal budget. 

"Part of fee Fund's revenues 
and investment profits will be 
used to combat social prob- 
lems. such as poverty and 
unemployment:.. through 
financing small and medium- 
size projects and investing in 
technical and higher education 
and specialised medicine," fee 
minister said. 

After a long discussion, 
deputies voted to refer fee gov- 
ernment’s statement on privati- 
sation to fee House’s financial 
committee. The committee is 
expected to present fee House 
wife its recommendations in 
fee coming two weeks. 
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Mulki: Competition 
led to lower prices 
of cereals and sugar 


By Issain Qadamani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Trade, Indus- 
try and Supply Minister 
Hani Mulki Wednesday 
said prices of locally-pro- 
duced cereals have reached 
their lowest levels in a 
decade, adding that prices 
of sugar have also dropped 
by 10 per cent from JD 300 
per tonne to JD240. 

He attributed the drop in 
prices' to the competition 
created by the govern- 
ment's measures, including 
changing the method of 
distributing the subsidy 


from coupons to cash and 
allowing the private sector 
to import items, whose 
importation has been previ- 
ously restricted to the gov- 
ernment. 

Dr. Mulki pointed out that 
the government seeks to 
involve the private sector in 
various importation-related 
processes, including trans- 
port and distribution of the 
imported items. 

Dr. Mulki said the gov- 
ernment will pay the cash 
subsidy to eligible citizens 
before 'Eid A1 Adha, which 
falls on 1 April 7. 


U.S. central bank head, 
citing uncertainties, pleads 
for caution on economy 


and 

sur- 

leg- 


WASHTNGTON (AFP) 
— Federal Reserve 
Chairman Alan 

Greenspan warned 
Wednesday of “storm 
clouds" on the economic 
horizon that ' could 
dampen prospects for 
sustained growth 
long-term budget 
pluses. 

Displaying his 
eudary caution, 

Greenspan told the 
House Budget Commit- 
tee that the times were 
“uncertain ... with the 
U.S. economy now sub- 
ject to a fine balance of 
powerful forces of 
expansion and restraint.” 

Despite robust growth, 
low unemployment and 
near non-existent infla- 
tion now enjoyed by the 
United States, he told 
lawmakers there are 
“storm clouds massing 
over the Western Pacific 
and heading our way.” 

Administration visions 
of federal -bodgef sur- 
pluses from now until 
2008 could likewise 
come undone, according 
to Greenspan, who 
warned there was “no 
guarantee that (such) 
surpluses over the next 
few years will actually 
materialise.” 

Contraction in Asian 
economies will take a 
bite out of U.S. export 
growth this year and 
should as a result “exert 
a discernible drag 


on 


itpi 

:dic 


man predicted. 

In testimony last week, 
Greenspan said the 


economy should expand 
between two and 2.75 
per cent in 1998. down 
from 3.8 per cent in 

1997. 

He predicted that the 
slower growth, brought 
on by the Asian slow- 
down, would head off an 
aggravation in the infla- 
tion rate that would oth- 
erwise occur in a time of 
tight labour markets. 

But he added it was 
also possible that surg- 
ing domestic spending 
would not in fact be off- 
set by Asian develop- 
ments. 

If that happened, he 
warned, “the U.S. econ- 
omy would be on a track 
along which spending 
could press too strongly 
against available 

resources to be consis- 
tent with contained 
inflation.” 

Greenspan in addition 
urged Congress not to 
bank- too heavily on bud- 
get surpluses until they 
were well in hand. 

The Congressional 
Budget Office on Tues- 
day reported that the 
federal government 
would produce a -surplus 
of $8 billion in fiscal 

1998, when ends Sept. 
30. 

But on Wednesday, 
Greenspan stressed that 
“prospects for fiscal 
1998 as a whole remain 
uncertain until we have a 
tally of the final pay- 
ments that will be 
included in April's tax 
returns.” 


U.N. report blames 
Israel for many 
Palestinian woes 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel's repeated 
security closures of the 
Palestinian territories and 
the stalled peace negotia- 
tions are the major factors 
stunting Palestinian eco- 
nomic growth, a U.N. • 
report said Wednesday. 

The United Nations, 
which surveyed 162 private 
institutions in the Palestin- 
ian areas for three years 
from mid- 1994, said Israeli 
security measures were 
preventing the free flow of 
trade and people. 

“Labour flows to Israel 
declined from about 
120,000 on a monthly basis 
in 1992 to under 25,000 in 
1996,” said the survey, car- 
ried out by the U.N. office 
of the special coordinator 
in the occupied territories. 

The closures also ham- 
pered marketing and access 
for Palestinian businesses 
and created technical and 
management difficulties, 
said the report. 

The slow economic 
growth in the private sector 
stemmed from a lack of 
available credit and skilled 
workers, the report said. 

The atmosphere in the 
region because of the dead- 
lock in the peace process 


also caused a drop in 
investment both in the 
Palestinian territories and 
abroad by Palestinians. 

According to the Pales- 
tinian statistics office, most 
of the private sector is com- 
posed of small businesses 
of less than three workers. 
The 50,250 small business- 
es employ 128,000 people 
and are responsible for 33.8 
per cent of the gross 
domestic product. 

The report called on the 
Palestinian Authority to 
invest in the private sector 
and infrastructure, but also 
took into account that the 
Israeli closure meant most 
public funds had to go 
instead Towards employing 
Palestinians. 

Only the banking, con- 
struction and tourism sec- 
tors have developed, the 
report said. From 1994 to 
1997, the number of banks 
in tbe territories increased 
from two to 20 with 
deposits totalling just under 
one billion dollars. 

The total amount of loans 
represents 30 per cent of all 
deposits in the Palestinian 
areas, as opposed to 82 per 
cent in Israel and 64 per 
cent in Egypt, according to 
the survey. 


Kuwait pushing for 
foreign role in oil industry 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait is 
eager to grant foreign oil 
firms a role in its oil industry 
to boost production but it is 
still searching for a formula 
acceptable to the Gulf Arab 
state's parliament and foreign 
bidders, officials and Western 
executives said on Wednes- 
day. 

“Several foreign firms have 
presented offers to cooperate 
in developing our fields and 
(improve) production meth- 
ods and we welcome this,” a 
senior oil official told 
Reuters. “There are many 
offers and it takes time to 
study them.” But any future 
change in official policy by 
tbe OPEC member must 
steer away from a “produc- 
tion sharing” formula 

“We know Kuwait has to 
take its time and we also 
realise the emotional factor 
involved in production shar- 
ing," said a Western execu- 
tive whose firm, like other oil 
majors, is eager to acquire a 
role in state-controlled 
upstream operations. 

“We know that sane think 


production sharing implies 
that someone other than the 
Kuwait government owns 
the oil and a formula for for- 
eign participation must make 
sure the tide to die oil stays 
with Kuwait,” the executive 
said. 

Industry experts and diplo- 
mats say most world oil 
majors are eagerly waiting in 
the wings with small techni- 
cal assistance accords with 
Kuwait, hoping to upgrade 
them to some form of partic- 
ipation in lucrative upstream 
operations. 

Kuwait controls about 10 
per cent of the world's 
proven oil reserves. It has an 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
quota of 2.19 million barrels 
per day (bpd). 

The government came 
under attack in parliament 
last year when talk of granti- 
ng foreign firms a role in 
upstream operations resur- 
faced. Some MPs stress that 
production sharing would be 
in violation of the country’s 
constitution. 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 5,1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc, 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You can calm a friend’s 
nervousness, since you've already been, there and done that 
You’ll am into a similar situation this evening. Another per- 
son’s problem becomes your chance to help. Your quick 
action turns a possible disaster into a story with a happy 
ending. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Someone in a position of 
authority is eyeing you for a promotion. It’s obvious you 
can handle more responsibility. A friend may lean on you a 
little too much. Don’t bail this person out of a jam. You 
know bow to handle responsibility; now teach your friend 
how to do it, too. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 }Afriend keeps pushing you 
to go back to school. You may be resisting more out of habit 
than anything else. Actually, you’d love to go to school 
There's something you could take that would help you in 
your present circumstances. It has to do with computers. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You may be feeling agi- 
tated, but don’t worry — this is bow it always feels when 
you’re growing or learning. Change is definitely underway, 
and you're in the middle of it People are expecting more of 
you than ever, with good reason. The amazing ideas you’ve 
been corfiing up wife recently are attracting attention. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A friend is trying to take off 
in about four directions at once. This person doesn't have 
your objectivity, however. That's where you can help. In a 
supportive way, point out the obvious pitfalls you see. Sug- 
gest that more time is necessary before making a decision. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) There are too many 
distractions, and each job seems to have top priority. Every- 
one you know thinks you should do it afl. You’ve made 
other people depend on you more than you should have. 
Delegate some of the responsibility back to them. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Tbe challenge 
won't be in coming up with ideas, but in following through 
on them. Pick a couple of the best ernes fen* now and save 
the rest for later. If you can disburse some of them to oth- 
ers, do so. You could keep about a dozen people busy. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) A loved one is 
practically in a dither. It looks like the plan isn't going right 
Advise patience. By tomorrow, things will start to settle 
down. Remember (be old adage about baiting to break a lot 
of eggs to make an omelette? Well you’re at the egg-break; 
ing stage. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Several 
people are trying to understand what you’re talking about. 
They’re trying to let go of their old perceptions and see 
from your point of view. They admire you, because you 
always seem to be so happy and satisfied. Don’t laugh if 
they make silly mistakes. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You're 
being asked to use skills you only recently acquired Your 
experience doesn’t really fit, but it's giving you the confi-- 
dence you need. There's money to be made here, and 
you're going to be one of the people who makes it-Just do., 
the next thing that’s in front of you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Romance will 
be easier for^ou today than it has been in quite a while. 
Money may still be something of a problem, however 
That's annoying, since you’d Like to take this person some- 
place special for dinner tonight. Have a picnic, instead, or a 
nice meal at home. Those can be even more romantic, with 
the right person. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You may be rear- 
ranging furniture or even moving to anew location. Or per- 
haps you're changing roommates. It's definitely the end of 
one phase and tbe beriming of another Whether or not it's 
to your advantage is up to you. Trust your intuition, but also 
do the planning. 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robed WHtams 
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ACROSS 
1 Huh? 

5 “The Maltese 
Falcon* co-star 
10 Withered 

14 Chartie 
Chaplin's wife 

15 Run alter 
someone 

16 Beyond 

17 Resting atop 
16 Showy lily 
IS Explosive 

report 

20 End of time 
overlapping 
inherit 

23 Language 
suffix 

24 _ on (incite) 

25 Edit 

29 Banister 
32 Self-image 
35 Ms. Rogers 5L 
Johns 

38 Thin covering 

37 POkery 

38 First infatuation 
overlapping 
magic drink 

41 Italian treats 

42 Periods of time 

43 Old hat 

44 Lair 

45 Unwrap 

46 Midpoint 

47 Sandra or Ruby 

49 Hearing organ 

50 Assembly point 
overlapping 
phone riunber 

59 Ear flap 

60 Also known as 

61 Genesis man 

62 *_ Well That 
Ends weir 

63 The labia 

constellation 

64 Partial: pref. 

65 Red vegetable 

66 input data 

67 Transpod 
afowance 

DOWN 

1 *The Caine 
Mutiny* author 

2 Arizona tribe 

3 Some time 
hence 



By George Urquhart 
Columbus, GA 

4 Zesty bite 

5 Confront 

6 Dishonor 

7 Dusting powder 

8 Norway's 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

D 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

D 


PE 


E A 


9 Enlarge a hole 

10 Wyman movie 

11 Preacher 

12 Tenant's 
■expense 

1 3 Therefore; Lat. 

21 Rot 

22 Jellied delicacy 

25 Fast 

26 Draw out 

27 Trustworthy 

38 Swiss range 

29 Alternative 

beau 

30 Alternatives to 
lagers 

31 Little devil 

33 Gander's mate 

34 Proprietor 

36 Fairway call 

37 Comic Laurel 

39 Rebel general 

40 ■Nonna" or 
■Louhte* 


!B 


□ 

□ 

□□ 

[ED 


ED 

□ 

EE 

ID 


□ 

0 

HE 

□ 

□ 

□ 

D 

EE 

[0 

□ 

□ 

□ 

EE 

□ 

□ 

□ 


□ 

□ 

□ 

ED 

HE 



45 Can. province 

46 Romari 
autocrat 

48 Give off 
48 Wipeout 

50 Substantial 
Chunk 

51 Lacquered 
metalware 


52 Title 

53 Highland valley 

54 *_ 

Misbehavin'* 

55 Pick players 

56 River into the 

Baity? 

57 Knight's lady 

58 Sand out 


IPeanuts 




IF TOU'RE THE THIRD CHILD IN A FAMILY AND YOUR BROTHER AND SISTER 
ARE DEFINITELY WEIRD, I WONDER IF iTs POSSIBLE FOR THAT THIRD 
CHILD TO DEVELOP AN IMMUNITY TO ALL THE UNFORTUNATE THINGS 
THAT OCCUR IN A FAMILV TO THAT INNOCENT THIRD CHIU? WHO... 




Andy Capp 












HOROSCOPE 




FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 1998 


By Linda G Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc . 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You’re undera bit of stress 
this morning. A situation others might find simple has you 
tossed info a frenzy. Ir could be leftover tension from yes- 
terday that's ranging the problem. Heed a gentle friend's 
advice to settle down. Everything will work out well, and 
you don't have to make sure it happens. Let others take care 
of you for a change. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You're in for a rude awak- 
ening. Something you thought you had all figured out may 
not go quite as planned It may even backfire on you. Also, 
watch out for accidents caused by impetuous behaviour. 
Not to worry. Everything calms down try dinnertime. 

GEMINI: (May 21 toJune21) You may have to turn down 
an invitation this morning due to a lack of funds. Don't 
despair. This might be just the motivation you need. Maybe 
you’re not using enough of your natural talents. Remember 
the old line about finding a need and filling it? That's still a 
good way to make a fortune. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Something you start 
around midday is practically guaranteed to succeed. Know- 
ing that in advance, obviously you'll start as many things 
around then as possible. You'll also be good with words at 
that time. Don’t be intimidated by a gruff character. Just 
relax. Ycw'U wow ‘em. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) There's an accident waiting 
to happen this morning and it wouldn't necessarily be your 
fault Just because you're a good driver doesn't mean 
everybody else on fee road is. Drive defensively. By fee 
way, it’s a good time to make sure you have enough insur- 
ance-coverage. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) A meeting should 
go well this morning, after an initial hassle. The confronta- 
tion is about where to get the money. You get to be fee mod- 
erator. Coax them out of tbe emotional level by presenting 
the facts over and over again. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You're looking 
: sharp again today, but your patience may be short. Try not 
to get too irritated wife an cider person who has a tenden- 
cy to whine. That’s especially true if this person also hap- 
pens to be fee one who signs your paycheck. Stifle even the 
least little snide comment 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) There’s a bit of 
a hassle first thing this morning, but then conditions start to 
mellow out By afternoon, you’ll see the fruits of your 
labour begin to materialise, the idea you've been trying to 
bring about will turn out to be even better than you'd 
hoped. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
were thinking feat your goal was unattainable because you 
didn't have enough education. Now the education you’re 
acquiring is malting the goal look not only possible, but 
practically easy. Next, you need to confront whether you're 
actually willing to have a fantasy turn into reality. 

CAPRICORN: '(December 22 to Januaiy20) IfyfitT want 
to attract the best person for you, tone down your approach 
a fitile: The one you need is a quiet, sensitive-type. Yxi have 
a tendency to get a little bit bossy. If you’ve got tire perfect 
person in your life already, make sure to show your appre- 
ciation. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) The difficulty 
you’re feeing isn’t mechanical. That’s tbe problem — it's 
emotional. No need to panic. Just remember to be sympa- 
thetic. If you can't muster feat, at least listen patiently. Then 
suggest feat fee job be completed. It’s worth a try. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You’d like to do 
something very special for a loved one this evening, but 
you're afraid of fee cosl Don’t worry. You’re feeling 
extravagant, but you also have natural inhibitors feat will 
prevent you from going over budget Everything will work 
out welL 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 



“Thank you so much for calling! I’d love 
a home demonstration of your product! 
My address is 122 Main Street, Siberia.” 


Unscramble time four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordtary worts.' 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand Antofd and Mka ArgMwi 


One sausage 
coming 


Ha wants to 
boa partner 
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WHAT THE ROZA 
CHEF pemanpep. 

Now strange the circled letters to 
torm thosurprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




I (Answers tomorrow) 

JunttBK BORAX JUROR ECZEMA CATTLE 
An *" Bn When the champ tried to map the gift be 
— “cametNe— AN AMATEUR ‘BOXERT 
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Beat 


4 re view of news from the Arabic Press 


Government may provide additional incentives 
for investments in less privileged regions 


** THE GOVERNMENT is expected 
to amend the investment promotion law 
soon to encourage investment in Jordan 
in general and, particularly, in areas clas- 
sified as C in the law. 

The new amendment, which is being 
also discussed in the Lower House of 
Parliament, will give additional specific 
incentives to investors who choose to set 
up projects “in less fortunate areas.” The 
incentives which aim at encouraging 
investments in those areas will be on top 
of exemptions provided in the present 
law. 

According to article seven of the pre- 
sent law, industrial, agricultural hotel 
hospital marine transport and railway 
projects are given varied exemptions 
from income and social services tax. If 
established in the A -classified zone, the 
exemption rate is 25 per cent. The 
exemption rises to 50 per cent and 75 per 
cent if the projects are established in zone 
B and zone C respectively. 

In a separate article. Investment Promo- 
tion Corporation (1PC) Director General. 
Muntasser . Oqlah said that an investor 
directory is being prepared in addition to 
an information bank within the institu- 
tion. The bank will include investment 
information about all the laws, regula- 
tions and measures that govern the 
investment process in Jordan and infor- 
mation about direct foreign investment 


EuTE 


which will be classified according to sec- 
tors and countries. Also to be included in 
the bank are all foreign capital inflows 
and outflows to and from Jordan. 

Dr. Oqlah said the JPC will conduct a 
field survey at the end of each year on all 
new projects benefiting from die invest- 
ment promotion law. The survey aims at 
compiling statistics of the projects that 
were really implemented and at specify- 
ing the benefits gained by them out of the 
toml investments listed to benefit accord- 
ing to the law. Furthermore, the aim is to 
evaluate the IPC role in facilitating the 
procedures. 

The corporation is currendy studying 
and analysing the reasons behind some 
investors backing down from implement- 
ing their investments after having 
obtained the necessary approval Dr. 
Oqlah said. He added that based on such 
an analysis, the IPC will recommend the 
necessary measure to encourage the 
investors to cany out the projects and 
raise the rate of the schemes actually 
implemented. 

The IPC chief emphasised that die most 
important objective to be achieved in the 
short term is to determinedly shift 
towards “sectoral promotion” while 
m aintainin g the promotion for some joint 
projects during die process of identifying 
the target sectors and the potential for- 
eign investors (A1 Aswaq + A1 Dustour). 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 
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US Dollar 

- 

0.7085 

■3.7604 

Jordan; Dinar 

14114: 


&2?34~ 

Saudi Rfyal 

04686 

0.1889 

• 

Bahrain Dinar '.: 

245 : 

14795 

94488 

Qatar Dinar 

04747 

0.1946 

14303 

Kuwait Dinar 

34782 

■24226 

124644 

Emirates Dinar 

04723 

0.1329 

1.0212 

UtanaHflOOO 


04?S7 

24546 

Egyptian 

\ 04941 

04084 

1.1031 





3.6727 

1628.00 

34000 

5,1838 

2166.67 

4.7988 

0.98 

40742 

0.9066 

9.74 

405*37 

9.0193 

1.01 

419.78 

04341 

12.04 

5009.01 

04341 

- 

41644 

0.9267 

24036 

- 

2.2251 

1.0802 

44941 

- 


Mid-East Currencies 
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UAE’s 

Habtoor 

Group 

suspends 

Lebanon 

investments 


DUBAI (R) — Dubai's A1 
Habtoor Group said Sunday 
it had decided to freeze plans 
to invest about $200 million 
in Lebanon because of what 
it considered a complex 
bureaucracy and rigid invest- 
ment laws. 

“We have decided to sus- 
pend unfinished projects in 
Lebanon because the invest- 
ment atmosphere in Lebanon 
is not encouraging and is 
hampered by routine bureau- 
cracy,” Rami Shehab 
Eddine. the group's manager 
of research and studies, told 
Reuters. 

‘The decision by the Dubai 
National Investment Co., (A1 
Habtoor) group’s investment 
arm, covers a five-star hotel 
which was to be built at the 
cost of $45 million and a 
$150 million housing and 
leisure complex” he said. 

Mr. Sbehab Eddine said the 
group was also seriously 
reviewing other investments 
it had made in Lebanon 
including loans, land and a 
10 per cent share the Beirut- 
based First National Bank. 

But be said liquidating the 
group's stake in die bank was 
unlikely at this stage in order 
“to protect the interests of 
other Gulf Arab shareholders 
in the bank.” 

Lebanon's Ambassador to 
the United Arab Emirates 
George Siam said he was 
taking the matter up with 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik A1 Hariri and the 
investment development 
authority in Beirut 

‘We have no knowledge of 
any complaints fried by the 
A1 Habtoor Group in 
Lebanon to the investment 
authorities... we are willin g to 
check any specific incident” 
Mr. Siam rold Reuters. 

“Investing in Lebanon has 
its unique characteristics that 
the A1 Habtoor Group may 
not have been used to,” he 
said without elaborating. 

The group may have 
entered into unsound or 
unstudied partnerships or it 
may have expected to reap 
unreasonably high profits 
within a short period of time, 
he said. 

Mr. Shehab Eddine said the 
group had already spent size- 
able sums on design and con- 
sultancy work for the two 
cancelled projects and had 
incurred losses from the sale 
of its share in a housing com- 
plex at Jamhour, 20 kilome- 
tres southeast of BeiruL 

He said the group had 
invested $30 million in the 
Jamhour project and had sold 
at a loss of $19 million. 

We are unable to retrieve 
the $11 million outstanding 
from the sale of the Jamhour 
complex,” Mr. Sbehab 
Eddine said. 

The Dubai-based A1 
Habtoor Group has wide- 
spread investments in Gulf 
Arab states, Europe, the 
United States and the Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States. 

In Dubai, the group is 
agent for Britain's Rolls- 
Royce Motors, Saab Auto- 
mobile and Japan's Mit- 
subishi Motors. Saab is joint- 
ly owned by Swedish invest- 
ment group Investor AB and 
Genera] Motors. 


Unicef 


The United Nations Children's Fund, with headquarters in New York and Regional Office for the , 
Middle East and North Africa based in Amman, seeks qualified candidates for the following position : | 


Communication Officer 
Duty Station: Amman- Jordan 


To be responsible for the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of Information, communication 
and fund-raising strategies, that fulfil! the core regional responsibilities for communication, information and 
advocacy, and for resource mobilisation in the region. 

Minimum Qualifications: 

• Advanced University Degree in Communication, Journalism or International Affairs. 

• Minimum five years of progressive experience in information and communication related to social 
development at national and international levels, three years of which should be in developing countries. 

• Excellence in English and Arabic. Knowledge of French desirable. 

Skills and Attributes: 

• Proven skills in fund-raising, information and communication, networking, advocacy and ability to relate 
this to mass media, donor institutions, the corporate sector and government officials. 

• Knowledge of fund-raising techniques, particularly for social development agencies. 

• Knowledge of donor organisations and their modus operandi, especially in the MENA region. 

• Excellence in using computer systems and applications; particularly DTP and Power Point. 

■ Proven capacity to design, implement and evaluate development communication programmes. 

• Proven ability to formulate, plan and execute ideas as well as transfer knowledge and skills. 

• Ability to express clearly and concisely ideas and concepts in written and oral form, both in Arabic and 
English. 

■ Ability to organise and implement training. 

• Ability to travel extensively mainly in the Middle East and North Africa. 

Please send detailed resume, in English, quoting reference NO 98-01 to: 

Asst. Admin/Personnel Officer 

UNICEF Regional Office 

P.O. Box 840028, Amman 11184 - Jordan 

Applications for this position must be received by 5 April 1998. Acknowledgement will only be sent to short 
listed candidates under serious consideration. 

UNICEF is a smoke-free environment. 


FINANCIAL M2UUCST 
BOOSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANISED KAKKR SHARE PRICE LIST POR HSDEKSDAT 04/03/1998 



346.000 250.000 
2.340 1.6B0 


COMPANY'S NAME 


ARAB BANK 
JOR. NATIONAL BK. 
BANK OF JORDAN 
INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 
THE HOUSING BK. 

JOR. GULF BANK 
JOR. ISLAMIC BARK 
BEIT.AL-MAL (BEITNA) 


NO. OF 
SHARES 


VALUE OPEN CLOSE CHANGE 

TRADED PRICE PRICE 

JD 


41160 345.00 


343.00 
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1.35 

1.70 

5.00 

.69 

2.05 
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BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 237.88 *CBG: -0.42 


JOR FRENCH INSUR. 
PHILADELPHIA INSOR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 123.30 
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1.5S0 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 
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4.76 

1.550 

.930 
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g 

0.00 

1.120 

.850 
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14.7 

5.66 
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.390 

JORDAN INTL.TRAD. 

19. S 

0.00 
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ALRA'I 
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2.890 
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0.00 
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6.25 

.810 
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UNION LAND DEV. 

9 
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SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 
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2.690 
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3.70 

4.140 
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9.3 
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7.050 
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ARAB POTASH CO. 
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JOR. PETROL-REFIBARY 

10.6 

8.15 
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1.040 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

10.1 

8.55 

2.610 

2.270 

INDUSTRIAL COHM.AOR. 

q 

0.00 

5.410 

3.440 

ARAB PHARH. HANF. 

15.4 

3.58 

1.610 

1.020 

JOR . PIPES MRHFCT. 

15.7 

6.30 
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.770 
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q 

0.00 
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DAR ALDAHA DV. INV. 

15.3 
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ARAB ALUH.IRD. 

6.4 
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.620 

.400 
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1.160 
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UEFA Cup 

Goals are few and far between 


PARIS (AFP) — Goals 
were few and far between in 
the UEFA Cup quarter-final 
first-leg ties on Tuesday and 
Inter Milan. Lazio, and 
Atletico had to be satisfied 
with taking just one goal 
with them to their away 
clashes in a fortnight's time. 

Ronaldo inspired Inter 
Milan to a 1-0 victory over 
Germany's holders Schalke 
04 by scoring after 17 min- 
utes in the rerun of last sea- 
son's final final. The first 
two minutes could not have 
been more tense. 

Two names — Schalke's 
Johan De Kock (for with 3r 
scything tackle from behind 
on Ronaldo after 40 sec- 
onds) and Inter's Salvatore 
Fresi — found themselves 
in the referee’s book. 

But while Inter applied 
the early pressure and dic- 
tated a frenetic pace — it 
was the German side who 
had the first real scoring 
chance. 

Martin Max was put 
through after eight minutes, 
but Inter goalkeeper and 
captain Gianluca Pagliuca 
got down and blocked the 


shot 

Inter winger Francesco 
Moriero forced a reflex save 
at the other end from Jens 
Lehmann a few minutes 
later when he pounced on a 
bungled clearance, while 
Pagliuca was soon at full 
stretch to push a dangerous 
low shot from Wilmots 
round the post. 

But if the chances came 
thick and fast, only Ronaldo 
had the skill to turn one into 
a goal. It came after work- 
ing a neat one-two with 
Frenchman Youri DjorkaefF. 

Christian Vieri, who pres- 
surised Aston Villa's 
defence throughout, scored 
just before half-time to give 
Atletico Madrid their win 
— a result which should 
satisfy the English 
Premiership visitors. 

Vieri had forced the Villa 
goalkeeper Marie Bosnieh to 
make a series of breathtak- 
ing saves, finally found the 
net — but with a penalty 
four minutes before the 
halftime whistle. 

The referee had no hesita- 
tion in awarding the kick 
after Ugo Ehiogu had 




Brazilian Inter Milan’s striker Ronarldo (R) fights for control of the ball with Schalke 
04's Dutch Johan De Kock daring their UEFA quarterfinal match (Reuters photo) 

brought down Jose ager John Gregory must feel card when he brought down 


Caminero. 

The new Aston Villa man- 







Lazio's forward Pierluigi Casiraghi celebrates after he scored a goal against Aoxerre 
during their UEFA Cup quarter*flnal first leg match (Reuters photo) 


confident that the English 
side can now reach the 
se mifinals of the competi- 
tion for the first time in their 
history. 

Villa's best chance came 
when Dwight Yorice and 
Stan Collymore combined 
to find Lee Hendrie in space 
on the edge of the area. But 
after taking a couple of 
strides Hendrie drilled his 
shot over the bar. 

The English club suffered 
a setback in the 50th minute 
when Stan Collymore. their 
two-goal hero against 
Liverpool in the weekend 
league clash, limped out' of 
the action with a foot injury. 

Second-half substitute 
Pierluigi Casiraghi scored 
the only goal for Lazio who 
hosted plucky French oppo- 
nents Auxerrc. 

The 28-year-old Italian 
international striker, who is 
first choice for his country 
but not for his club, scored 
within seconds of coming 
on in the 64th minute. 

The Italians were reduced 
to 10 men shortly after- 
wards when Yugoslav inter- 
national Vladimir Jugovic 
was sent off for his second 
bookable offence. But they 
held on for the win. 

Casiraghi, who was main- 
taining his record of scoring 
in every round so far, 
hooked the ball home from 
an acute angle after Auxerre 
‘keeper Lionel Charbonnier 
had completely missed 
Pavel Nedwd’s cross. 

Former 'Juventus star 
Jugovic was sent off by 43- 
year-old Belgian referee 
Michel Piraux, who made 
several controversial deci- 
sions during the match. He 
was given a second yellow 


Bernard Diomede. 

Diomede, who had earlier 
missed a sixth-minute sitter, 
nearly made the Italians pay 
when he sent a marvellous 
curling free-kick from the 
right which hit Luca 
Marchegiani's crossbar and 
bounced away to safety. 

Russian striker Alexander 
Shirko scored a goal in each 
half as Spartak Moscow 
scored an upset 3-1 win 
away to Ajax. 

First he rounded off a 
slick three-man attacking 
move in the 26th minute, 
slotting the ball home from 
close range and he then 
made it 2-0 seven minutes 
after halftime. 

Ajax briefly rekindled 
their hopes when Georgian 
Shota Arveladze, who had 
scored a hat-trick against 
Nijmegen ar the' weekend 
swept the ball home in the 
57th-minute ' after good 
work by tricky Nigerian 
winger Tijani Babangida. 

But Spartak scored a their 
third goal, albeit against the 
run if play, when Valery 
Kechinov cut in from the 
right after a clever pass 
from Dimitri Alenichev and 
beat goalkeeper Edwin van 
der Saar with a low shot in 
the 84th minute. 


Ajax, winner of six 
European trophies in their 
illustrious history and 
UEFA Cup champions in 
1992, went into the match 
as heavy favourites but 
found Spartak, Russian 
champions for the fifth time 
in six years, in a dangerous 
mood despite their lack of 
match-practice in the 
Russian winter. 


77 entries compete in Aqaba 
Endurance Race 




Omar Karmi 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The first endurance race of 
the season takes place this weekend in 
Aqaba with 77 entries attempting the 
60km race organised by die Royal 
Equestrian Federation under the patron- 
age of HRH Princess Alia. 

Princess Alia has eight horses entered, 
HRH Princess Zein's Jafar stables have 
two, and HRH Prince All also has two. 
There are five lady riders in the field. 

The race functions as a qualifier for 
October’s Emirates Airlines Endurance 
Race which is the Hi ghlig ht of the 
domestic season. Any entry which com- 
pletes Friday’s race will qualify for this 
event. 

Two vets will ensure the safety of the 
horses, who will be disqualified during 
the race if their heartbeat rate exceeds 64 
per second. The chief vet hails from 
Britain, and other vets are made avail- 
able from the Ministry of Agriculture. 
There are also several student vets. 

Riders must also comply with interna- 
tional FET rules which state that no flog- 


Seeds 
scattered 
at first 
hurdle 

ROTTERDAM (AFP) — 
Jonas Bjorkman, Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov and Goran 
Ivanisevic all crashed in 
their first matches at the 
$750,000 ATP tournament 
here Tuesday. 

The second-seeded 
Bjorkman won a first set 
tie-break but then 
slumped to bow out 6-7 
(5/7), 6-3, 6-4 to Spaniard 
Tomas Carbonell. 

1 Kafelnikov, (tie fourhi 11 
.seed .whabeaLFrenehman . . 
Cedric Pioline in 
Sunday’s final at 
Battersea Park in London, 
went down 7-6 (7/5) 6-2 
to Sweden’s Thomas 
Johansson. 

And seventh-seed 
Ivanisevic continued his 
dismal start to the season 
when he was beaten by 
Jan Siemerink of the 
Netherlands 5-7, 7-6 

(8/6), 6-3. 

Other Tuesday winners 
included Frenchman 
Guillaume Raoux, 

Kenneth Carlsen of 
Denmark and Davide 
Scala of Italy. 


ging or abuse of horses is allowed; no 
stirrups or whips may be used; no illegal 
drugs ingested and the weight of riders 
with saddles should exceed 75kg. 
Furthermore, the horse mist not run 
faster than 15kph nor less titan 12kph. 

Pre-race favourite is Sabil Sa’ad, who 
is ridden by Jocelyn Abu Ragheb. She' 
and His Excellency Mohammad A1 
Saleh came eleventh in last year’s World 
Cup in Qatar, where Jordan was first 
amongst Arab countries, and an aston- 
ishing sixth in the world 

The race is scheduled to start at 9 un. 
and it is estimated the last rider will fin- 
ish at around 2 p.m. 

Meanwhile, three riders from Jordan 
are participating in the Abu Dhabi 
International Showjumping event, which 
boasts some of the strongest nations in 
die world Hani Bisharat, Sinan 
Nashashibi and Sireen Rasekh will take 
on participants from Great Britain, 
France, Belgium and four other 
European nations, as well as hosts the 
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt and Syria. 

The event concludes Friday. 
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Mubarak gives highest sports award 
to Egypt’s 'Pharaohs’ team 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt's President Hosni Mubarak on 
Tuesday presented the country’s highest sports award to 
the Egyptian national football team which won the 
African Nations Cup. 

At a ceremony in the presidential palace of Ittihadeya 
here, Mubarak presented the award for “sports distinc- 
tion of the highest order" ' to team coach Mahmoud A1 
Gohari and nine co-trainers, including the team doctor. 

Mubarak then gave the same award to the 2 1 players of 
the national selection team who took part in the African 
Nations Cup championship in Ouagadougou on 
Saturday. The first award to the players went to Hossam 
Hass an. whose seven goals made him the highest scorer 
in the championship along with Benedict McCarthy of 
South Africa. 

Hady Khashaba, the 22nd player on the Egyptian 
team, did not go to Ouagadougou due to the illness of his 
child. Mubarak also presented the award to three Arab 
broadcasters with the private Saudi television station 
Orbit for “sincerely showing true sympathy 4 * for the 
Egyptian team, the Pharaohs. 


The three announcers were Khaled A1 Harban of 
Kuwait, Khaled Yassin of Morocco, and Abdul-Meguid 
A1 Sbetali of Tunisia. Mubarak also presented the award 
to the Egyptian announcer for the Arab Radio 
Broadcasting Union, Ahmed Sbubeir. ■ 

In additions to cash gifts from businessmen, each of 
the 21 players will receive an official award of $15,000, 
while coach Gohari will get $23,000. 

The Egyptian Football Federatoo announced Tuesday 
that the president of the Arab Football Federation, Saudi 
Prince Faisal Ben Fahd, had given Egypt’s national foot- 
ball team and coach $300,000 for winning the cup. 

Gohari and his team received a triumphant welcome 
back to Cairo Sunday, with Mubarak and more titan 
30,000 fans greeting them at the airport. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Goram may leave Rangers 

LONDON (AFP) — Andy Goram the Rangers goalkeeper 
said Wednesday he may be forced to quit Ibrox unwilling- 
ly if he is not offered a new contract by the club. The 
Scottish international's current contract ends as this season 
draws to a close and he is already considering other options 
ahead of the arrival of new boss Dick Advocaat in the sum- 
mer. Crystal Palace are reported to be the latest club to 
show an interest in the 33-year-old keeper, whose career at 
Ibrox has been up and down. Goram said: ‘1 could go to the 
World Cup and not have a club. That's a possibility I have 
already taken into consideration. “It’s frustrating because 
everybody knows that I want to stay at Rangers, People 
know my feelings for this club, but if changes have to be 
made they have to be made.” 

Maier pulls out of downhill 

VIENNA (AFP) — Austria's dual Olympic gold medallist 
Herman Maier withdrew on Tuesday from Saturday’s 
World Cup downhill to be held in KvitfjeU, Norway. The 
25-year-old, who rebounded from a spectacular fall in the 


Olympic downhill to win the Super-G and giant-slalom 
golds, has a back injury which he aggravated during last 
weekend's giant slalom in South Korea. The former brick- 
layer, nicknamed ‘The Herminator' after his 10 World Cup 
wins this season, hopes, however, to compete in Sunday’s 
Super-G. 

Jamaicans to play QPR 

LONDON (AFP) — World Cup qualifiers Jamaica are to 
play a friendly match against English First Division side 
Queen’s Park Rangers later this month. The ‘Reggae 
Boyz”, who were refused permission to play the Republic 
of Ireland at QPR’s ground, will instead field a full- 
strength side in a testimonial match for Rangers midfield- 
er Simon Barker on March 22. It will be the first time the 
Jamaicans — who boast several English-based stars in 
their squad — have played in Europe. Jamaican Football 
Federation President Horace Burrell said; “We hope the 
Jamaicans in London pack the QPR ground to capacity for 
this worthy cause.” 
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Pierce Brosnan as 
James Bond., in 

007...TOMORROW 
NEVER DIES 
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I KNOW WHAT YOU 
DID LAST SUMMER 
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NOW ON DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Bisham Yanes 
and his group 
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Partizan center Petrag Drobnjak (C) goes for a basket over Olympiakos players 
Panagiotis Fasoulas (L) and Michael Hawkins during their Euroleague *98 bas- 
ketball match in Athens March 3. Yugoslav defeated Olympiakos 78-74 (Reuters 
photo) 
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JD10 million needed to prepare for 
and host Pan- Arab Games — Fawwaz 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — While SepL 1999 
might seem too far away for most 
people, it is not the case for those 
involved with the Kingdom's 
preparations for hosting the next 
Pan- Arab Games. 

The recent meeting of the 
Council of Arab Sports Ministers 
in Cairo officially confirmed 
Jordan as host nation and increased 
aid to the Kingdom to enable it to 
prepare infrastructure and update 
sports facilities ahead of the largest 
gathering of Arab youth. 

Officials were able to lobby for 
assistance after the Arab Sports 
Federation (ASF) slashed the time 
remaining for the event by decid- 
ing to advance the date to 1999 
because of the decision to hold the 
2nd Southeast Asian Games in 
Beirut in 2001 and the 
Mediterranean Games in Tunisia in 
the same year. 

In a telephone interview with the 
Jordan Times, Jordan Olympic 
Committee (JOC) Vice-President 
Mouaffaq A1 Fawwaz, said every- 
thing was now in place to work 
towards the event. 

“The ball is now in our court. 
And we have to utilise things so 
that everything is crowned suc- 
cessfully,” Dr. Fawwaz said. 

He added that the aid from the 


Arab League had been raised to 
$200,000 while the Council of 
Arab Ministers would grant 
51,000,000 instead of $700,000. 

Additional sponsorship for 
Jordan’s bid would be garnered 
through slashing the 50 per cent 
ASF margin of profit on promotion 
and television coverage in addition 
to selling television broadcasting 
rights to private companies, which 
would secure millions needed to 
cover costs. 

“We can actually make a profit, 
if we play it smart,” Dr. Fawwaz 
said. 

The JOC official said plans 
included the building of a multi- 
purpose indoor stadium at A1 
Hussein Youth City with a capaci- 
ty for 7.000 spectators; an 
Olympic-size swi mmin g pool: a 
track and field stadium and elec- 
tronic timing machines. 

He pointed out that the rest of the 
facilities would be utilised at pri- 
vate universities and educational 
institutions that have already 
expressed their willingness to host 
some of the events. 

Dr. Fawwaz, however, under- 
lined the fact that most of the com- 
mittees formed recently needed to 
be activated especially since 
achieving positive results required 
the overall preparation of athletes 
including tr ainin g, friendly compe- 
titions. nutrition and health care. 


The flag of the 9th Pan- Arab 
Games was officially hoisted at 
Amman International Stadium on 
Dec. 28 and a preparatory commit- 
tee. headed by His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah, was formed to 
oversee the preparations for the 
Arab Games. 

Several committees are working 
alongside including the competi- 
tions committee, national teams, 
equipment and technical supplies, 
national referees, and the medical 
committee. 

Dr. Fawwaz said that sports offi- 
cials bad asked the government to 
allocate JD10 million to cover all 
needed expenses for preparing and 
hosting the event. 

“Committees are not yet sure of 
the budget that will be set aside for 
the event and therefore their plans 
might be delayed because of this. 
However. JD2 million has been set 
for this year.” 

Jordanian officials were quoted 
as saying that the allocated budget 
was not adequate to ensure proper 
preparation and build new sports 
facilities. 

Lebanon, which hosted the Sth 
Pan-Arab Games last year, 
received $28 million from Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait to help in erect- 
ing sport facilities, which were 
destroyed during the civil war. 

The 1997 Beirut Games wit- 
nessed the best Jordanian showing 


since the Pan-Arab Games were 
launched. Competing in 14 of the 
20 events, Jordan finished 5tb 
overall among 19 competing coun- 
tries, taking a total of 40 medals, 
including 10 gold, 8 silver and 22 
bronze medals. 

Jordan's athletes gained more 
gold medals in Beirut than in all 
the past 7 Pan- Arab Games togeth- 
er where they took a total of 49 
medals, including 7 gold, 16 silver, 
26 bronze. 

The Amman Games will include 
1 2 principal events: soccer, basket- 
ball, volleyball, handball, athletics, 
gymnastics, swimming, boxing, 
weightlifting, wrestling, equestri- 
an, cycling and table tennis. 
Squash, taekwondo, chess or any 
other events could be added by tbe 
organising committee which also 
decides the mascot. 

The event will also be followed 
by a Special Arab Games for the 
Handicapped. 

The Pan-Arab Games have only 
been held eight times: Alexandria 
in 1953, Beirut 1957, Casablanca 
1961 , Cairo 1965. Damascus 1976, 
Morocco 1985, Damascus 1992 
and Beirut 1997. 


‘Scud’ shoots into 2nd round at Scottsdale Classic 


Tyrrell’s owners shop for Villeneuve 


MELBOURNE (AH*) — British American 
Racing (BAR), the. new owners of the 
Tyrrell racing team, are pursuing world 
champion Jacques Villeneuve to drive for 
them in their debut 1999 Formula One sea- 
son. ... , . . . 

.ViUeneuve's longtime associate and for- 
mer manager Craig Pollock, who is now the 
managing director of BAR, spoke here 
Wednesday ahead of Sunday's amain-rais- 
ing Australian Grand Prix about his plans to 
entice the 26-year-old Canadian to the mod- 
erately-performing Tyrrell team. 

Vilieneuve’s contract with the champion 
Williams team expires ar the end of this 
year when he will be free to leave for Tyrell 
if he wishes. 

It is a prospect that Pollock, backed by die 
financial muscle of giant tobacco conglom- 
erate BAT. relishes. 

“If Jacques drives for me it would be a 
dream because we are so tight together,” 
Pollock said. 

“It would be fantastic, but he has his own 
career. He has to go to a team where he has 
the best chance of winning. 

“I think his aim is not to win one champi- 
onship or two championships, but to try and 


beat Juan Manuel Fangio's five champi- 
onships.” 

Should Pollock be rebuffed by his long- 
time friend to switch teams, he has the 
money to chase after two-time world cham- 
, pion-and -ViUeneuve’s 1998 title rival. 
’ Michael Schulnactifcr: ' ‘ 

“If we can’t go after JatqueS, 'We can go 
for Schumacher — why shouldn't we try to 
get him, we have the finances and the pack- 
age to make a bid for him ” said Pollock. 

Schumacher is reportedly on $35 million 
a year with Ferrari. 

“Yes, we can afford it, we have a well- 
funded team.” 

BAT are reportedly prepared to inject 300 
million dollars into their Formula One ven- 
ture over five years. 

Schumacher, who was stripped of his sec- 
ond place finish in the championship last 
year after ramming Villeneuve during the 
season-ending Jere 2 GP last October, is 
contracted to Ferrari through to the end of 
the 1999 season. 

‘But it is believed his contract is perfor- 
mance-based, giving Schumacher a possi- 
ble get-out. 


SCOTTSDALE (AFP) — 
Confident Australian 
Mark Philippoussis 
upheld the first top-seed 
ranking of his career with 
a 6-2. 7-5 win Tuesday 
into the second round of 
the $340,000 Franklin 
Templeton Classic in 
Scottsdale. 

* Defending ■ champion - 
“Scud” from Melbourne, 
got off to a solid start at 
the desert event on a bril- 
liant, sunny day at the 
Princess resort. . 

The World No. 13 — 
his best ranking so far — 
rolled over Argentine 
Franco Squillari to face 
Tommy Haas in the sec- 
ond round. The young 
German defeated 

American Michael Joyce 
6-2, 6-2 in his opener. 

“I’m hitting the ball 
well and I’m very com- 
fortable on the court,” 
said Philippoussis. win- 
ner of the Memphis title 
over Michael Chang last 
month. “Things are still 
flowing from Memphis.” 


“I’m at the finest stage 
of ray career. My expec- 
tations are ■ high. I’m 
looking to win every 
tournament.” 

One of the biggest 
names in tennis. Boris 
Becker, had no luck. 

Hours before his night- 
time first-round contest 
against compatriot 

Nicolas Kiefer, the for- 
mer world No. 1 with- 
drew with a back injury, 
replaced in the draw by 
Australian lucky loser 
Scon Draper. 

Injury-plagued Becker 
pulled out due to a back 
injury, one of a string of 
problems (ankle, wrist, 
calf) that he has faced 
over the past several sea- 
sons and which no doubt 
contributed to his 1997 
decision to wind down 
his career. 

The 30-year-old 

German will be concen- 
trating on Davis Cup 
coaching duties and will 
limit his ATP Tour play. 
He has said that he will 


Hi-tech answer to World Cup 
scoring disputes 


PARIS (AFP) — Technology to rule out 
any arguments over whether a goal has 
really been scored could be used at the 
1998 World Cup football finals in France. 

The International Football Association 
Board — the game’s rule-maker — will 
consider adopting the technology when it 
meets here on Friday. 

The biggest argument over whether a 
goal is a goal came ar tbe 1966 World 
Cup final in London between England 
and West Germany when Geoff Hurst’s 
shot bounced back out after hitting the 
underside of the crossbar. 


The Swiss referee awarded the goal 
after consulting his Soviet linesman but it 
is still impossible to tell from TV replays 
whether the ball actually did cross the 
line to give England a vital 3-2 lead. 

FIFA, the game's governing body, last 
year told the German federation to stop 
overruling referees who had awarded 
goals after TV later proved the ball had 
not crossed the line. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


Location — In west Amman between 4th & 5th Circles — 
Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 living rooms, dining room, kitchen, 
2 verandas, 2 bathrooms. It has a telephone, video p Layer/TV, 
washing machine and many many extras. 


For full details please call owner at 5674286 
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not play in any more 
Grand Slam events. 

Becker underwent a 
computer scan on his 
back. His participaton in 
next week's Mercedes 
Super 9 next week Indian 
Wells. California, and the 
Lipton in Key Biscayne 
now remain in doubt. 

World No. 66 Becker . 
and German Thomas ' 
Messmer won a doubles 
match here on Monday 
night with Becker 
sereving poorly with a 
top speed of around 90 
kph. 

Last month. Becker 
withdrew from an ATP 
Tour event in Dubai after 
tearing an abdominal 
muscle and missed last 


week's tournament in 
Philadelphia as a result. 
His back injury is thought 
to be connected with the 
abdominal problem. 

Since the start of 1997, 
Becker has pulled out of 
11 events through injury 
and has a 2-1 match 
record in 1998. 

The German was to 
have been playing his 
first tournament on 
American soil in almost 
two years. His last perfor- 
mance of note in the 
States was a semifinal at 
the U.S. Open • in 
September. 1995. 

He last played in North 
America at Indian Wells, 
California, in March. 
1996. 


In other first-round 
matches. American quali- 
fier Jan-Michel Gambill 
beat Australian Mark 
Woodforde 6-4, 2-6, 7-5 
and Italy’s Andrea 
Gaudenzi ousted 

Fernando Meligeni of 
. Brazil 6-1, 6-4. . 

U.S.-based Armenian 
Sargis Saigsian, who 
attended university in 
Arizona, beat Ramon 
Delgado of Paraguay 6-2, 
3-6. 6-1 while Canadian 
Sebastien Lareau reached 
the second round over 
Marcelo Filippini of 
Uruguay 6-0, 6-4. 



Visit the Wings Club Piano Bar and WIN: 

1 round-trip for two to any European destination served by Lufthansa 



RadissonJW 

HOTEL ^ M M A » 


© Lufthansa 


Wings Club Piano Bar - Radisson 5AS Hotel Amman (former Philadelphia Hotel) 
Tel. 06 5607100 - Fax: 06 56651 60 


Starling 31 March, 1998 - Lufthansa German Airlines • 3 flights/week 










i2 News 


Jordan limes, Thursday-Fiiday, March 5-6, 1998 


Translation of U.N. resolution 


causes semantic quarrel 


France blocks NATO 
council warning to Iraq 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — France Wednesday vetoed a NATO 
warning to Iraq of serious consequences if it did not com- 
ply with last month’s U.N.-brokered aims inspection 
agreement, a NATO source said. 

Drafted at the urging of the United States and Britain, 
the statement underlined the heavy sanctions Iraq would 
face if it did not go along with the agreement reached by 
U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan in Baghdad last 
month, which defused the Iraqi arms inspection crisis. 

All members of the NATO council, the alliance's high- 
est political body, favoured the text except France, said 
the source, who asked not to be named. 

France held that Monday's U.N. Security Council reso- 
lution 1154 warning Iraq was balanced and sufficient, 
saying the arms inspections agreement was still in its 
early stages. 

Paris also thought such a statement by NATO, which 
was not involved in the Gulf crisis, could send a bad sig- 
nal at a bad time, the source said. 

NATO Secretary-General Javier Solana. in a statement 
earlier Wednesday, praised the U.N. Security Council res- 
olution warning Iraq against violations. 

“As the resolution notes, any violation by Iraq of its 
obligations would have the severest consequences,” Mr. 
Solana said, adding that Iraq's compliance to its obliga- 
tions would allow the Security Council to consider the 
lifting of sanctions in force against Iraq since the end of 
the 1990-91 Gulf war. 



ANOTHER HOME DEMOLISHED: Palestinians watch as an Israeli army bulldozer 
tears down the family home of Mohammad Ja'abari Wednesday. The family said the 
building, home to eight people, was demolished because it was built without a per- 
mit from the Israeli authorities (Reuters photo) 

Israel’s secret service also target 
of disinformation — report 


on Iraq 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— U.N. resolution 1154 
warning Iraq to uphold its 
agreement on U.N. weapons 
inspections may have pre- 
vented a war but not a battle 
in semantics between French 
and English diplomats. 

The dispute centres mi the 
resolution's E nglis h phrase 
“any violation would have 
severest consequences for 
Iraq,” which the UJ4. offi- 
cially translated into the 
French, “any violation would 
have very serious conse- 
quences for Iraq.” 

Some diplomats insist that 
France chose that t rans lation 
from among several alterna- 
tives, including “the most 
serious consequences,” in 
order to subtly alter the scopp 
of the warning given Iraq, at 
least in French. U.N. docu- 
ments are routinely translated 
into six languages. 

The different interpretations 
of resolution 1154 are not to 
be taken lightly, since the 
English text has prompted 
U.S. Ambassador Bill 
Richardson to claim a win for 
his government 

"This was a teg victory for 
us because we got change 
from ‘very serious conse- 
quences' to ‘severest’ So we 
got even more than what we 
wanted.” Richardson said 
Tuesday. 

The 15 Security Council 


U.S. 
sees low 
chance of any 
Iraqi attack 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
The U.S. State Department 
said late on Tuesday it sees 
little probability of an 
attack by Iraq on its neigh- 
bours in the Gulf region, 
and considers the possibili- 
ty of Iraq resorting to use 
of chemical or biological 
weapons remote. 

In a public announcement 
issued after the Pentagon 
said it would start vaccinat- 
ing all of its 36.000 troops 
in the Gulf against deadly 
anthrax, the department 
said such shots were not 
available to other U.S. citi- 
zens in the region. 

“There is only a single 
sources for the vaccine and 
it is our understanding that 
virtually all the vaccine 
produced is under defence 
department contract • for 
primarily military use and a 
small number of other offi- 
cial uses,” the department 
said. 

But it stressed that the 
chance that such vaccina- 
tions would be needed was 
considered low. 

“The best assessment 
currently available contin- 
ues to be that there is a low 
probability of attack by 
Iraq and that the possibility 
of Iraq resorting to die use 
of chemical or biological 
weapons is remote, howev- 
er, neither can be exclud- 
ed." it said. 

The State Department 
urged all Americans to 
“remain informed and 
make their own decisions 
regarding travel to the 


members on Monday unani- 
mously adopted resolution 
1154, which upholds the Feb. 
23 agreement signed in 
Baghdad by U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan and the 
Iraqi government. 

The agreement calls for 
Iraq to give U.N. weapons 
inspectors full access to eight 
presidential sites that had. 
been declared off limits. 

But exactly what will hap- 
pen if Baghdad should fail to 
comply with the agreement 
was the focus of five days of 
tough negotiations between 
those on the Security Council 
who wanted to send the 
strongest of messages — 
United States and Britain — 
and those who oppose the use 
of force in this case — China. 
France and Russia. 

The initial draft U.N. reso- 
lution drawn up by Britain 
warned of “the severest con- 
sequences.” During the nego- 
tiations, Iraq was told it 
would have to face only ‘“very 
serious consequences.” 

The final English text of the 
resolution returned to the 
original phrase omitting the 
definite article “the,” which 
somewhat attenuated the 
threat. 

The article was removed at 
China's request and only after 
more negotiations among 
experts, diplomats said. 

The most famous semantic 


NEW YORK (R) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton on 
Tuesday saluted United 
Nations Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan on the interna- 
tional diplomat's success in 
obtaining an agreement 
with Iraq over weapons 
inspections. 

In remarks prepared for a 
Tune magazine 75th 
anniversary celebration 
Tuesday night. Mr. Clinton 
bailed Mr. Annan, who was 
also expected to attend the 
event. 

Referring to the United 
Nations. President Clinton 
said, i salute its distin- 
guished Secretary General 
Kofi Annan, here with us 
tonight. 

“Backed by the credible 
threat of force, bearing an 
unequivocal message from 
the international communi- 
ty, the secretary general 
obtained Iraq’s agreement 
to honour the U.N. resolu- 
tions on weapons inspec- 
tions.” 

The president also reiter- 
ated his demand that Iraq 
live up to the agreement by 
complying with the U.N. 


BUCHAREST (AFP) — 
A Romanian oil-tanker 
chartered by a Greek arms 
manufacturer has been 
blocked in Kuwait for a 
month for breaching the 
U.N. embargo against 
Iraq, the ship's owners 
Navcom announced 


battle at die United Nations 
involved Resolution 242 of 
Nov. 22, 1967, which fol- 
lowed die six-day Arab- 
Israeli war. 

The English phrase “with- 
drawal from occupied territo- 


inspectors. 

“The United Nations 
Security Council clearly 
and unanimously reiterated 
that demand last night Now 
Iraq must match its words 
with deeds, its co mmitm ent 
with compliance... America 
and its partners must make 
sure that it does,” Mr. 
Clinton said. 

On a last-ditch mission to 
forestall a military clash 
over Iraq’s refusal to grant 
U.N. weapons inspectors 
access to sensitive sites, Mr. 
Annan brokered an agree- 
ment signed on Feb. 23, 
under which Baghdad 
agreed to permit the inspec- 
tors unlimited access to sus- 
pected sites of chemical, 
biological and nuclear 
weapons throughout Iraq. 

Mr. Clinton cautiously 
endorsed the accord on the 
day it was signed, averting 
air strikes against Iraq for 
the time being. 

But the Security Council 
on Monday said Iraq would 
face the “severest conse- 
quences” for any violation 
of the agreement and the 
United States warned on 


Wednesday. 

The 5,000-tonne tanker 
was spotted sailing in 
Iranian waters by a U.S. 
ship and was ordered to 
dock in the port of Kuwait 
for inspections of its 
cargo, which turned out to 
be Iraqi oil. 


ties” was officially translated 
into French with the ambigu- 
ous “des” [from or some], 
leading some diplomats to 
believe the text was referring 
to certain parts of the occu- 
pied territories. 


Tuesday that Iraq would 
face military action if it 
failed to honour its pledges. 

In his speech on Tuesday 
night Mr. Clinton also 
hailed former President 
Franklin Roosevelt the 
Democrat who led America 
through the great depres- 
sion and the World War n, 
as the personification of the 
“American century"- ideal 
described by time founder 
Henry Luce. Mr. Clinton 
also said the ideal could 
continue into the next cen- 
tury. 

“The advance of freedom 
has made this the American 
century,” Mr. Clinton said. 
“The embodiment of this 
triumph — and the driving 
force behind it — was 
Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt.” 

“What is required of us is 
still to follow his lead: to 
strengthen the bonds of 
union, widen the circle of 
opportunity and deepen the 
reach of freedom.” Mr. 
Clinton said. “God willing, 
we will. Then the 21st cen- 
tury will be the next 
American century." 


Navcom head Elena 
Bontas explained that the 
tanker had First been char- 
tered by a Greek arms 
manufacturer. Handy Sea 
Ship Management, which 
then hired out the ship to 
a company based in the 
United Arab Emirates. 
Tafaoul Foodstuff Trade. 

“The responsibility for 
the violation of the 
embargo does not fall on 
Romania, but on the arms 
manufacturer currently 
using the tanker.” con- 
tended a spokeswoman 
for the Romanian Foreign 
Ministry, Anda Filip. 

Ms. Filip added that the 
owners of the vessel were 
not aware that it was car- 
rying Iraqi oil. 

She said Navcom stood 
to pay a fine and the cargo 
would be confiscated if 
the results of initial 
inspections were con- 
firmed. 

In February, the 
Romanian government, 
much to the Communist 
opposition's disgust 
backed the threatened 
U.S.-led military strikes 
in the standoff between 
the United Nations and 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein over weapons 
inspections. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Shin Bet 
Israel's domestic intelligence 
agency, was misled by false 
reports from one of its agents 
about militan t activities in the 
West Bank, the Haaretz news- 
paper reported Wednesday. 

The incident described as a 
“minor” scandal by Shin Bet 
officials, echoed a much more 
serious breach in the foreign 
intelligence service Mossad, 
which was misled fix years by 
a senior agent who fabricated 
reports about Syria’s peace 
intentions. 

According to Haaretz, the 
senior Shin Bet agent in the 
northern West Bank, identified 
only by his first initial A was 
caught two years ago exagger- 
ating information be allegedly 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey's 
large Islamist Virtue Party on 
Wednesday paid its respects at 
the tomb of the man whose sec- 
ularist legacy Islamist politi- 
cians have been challenging for 
30 years. 

Around 20 Virtue deputies 
placed a wreath in the mau- 
soleum of Kemal Ataturk. the 
founder of modem Turkey, to 
mark the recent creation of their 
party. Sentries goose-stepped 
outside the building, which 
dominates central Ankara. 

Visiting the mausoleum on 
anniversaries and important 


BEIRUT (R) — In a tare pub- 
lic comment by a Saudi 
Arabian royal. Prince Taial 
Ben Abdul- Aziz AJ Saud, half- 
brother of King Fabd, on 
Wfedoesday urged the kingdom 
and other Arab states to even- 
tually hold “real" elections. 

“Are we more backwards 
than other countries to hold 
elections that are cosmetic?.” 
he said in an interview with 
Reuters. He spoke during a 
visit to Beirut to attend a 
UNESCO conference on high- 
er education. 

“What is required now is the 
development of the Shura 
Council until we reach a stage 
in which the kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia can hold real and 
authentic elections," said the 
prince, the most liberal mem- 
ber of the ruling AI Saud 
dynasty. 

He was referring to Saudi 
Arabia's appointed consulta- 
tive Shura Council, a 90-man 
body of businessmen, acade- 
mics and retired military offi- 
cers who debate topics selected 
by the king. 

Prince Talal father of billion- 
aire mega-investor Ponce Al 
WaJeed Ben Talal spoke 
frankly about the need for 
gradual democracy in (he Arab 
World. 

“Some countries have elec- 
tions. But the elections are cos- 
metic. They amount to decora- 
tions for the outside wodd. Do 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
Interior Minister Habib Al Adli 
said Wednesday the country’s 
security services fear that an 
Islamist attack could occur at 
any moment. 

T believe that [the Muslim 
militants] are in a weak posi- 
tion because they have taken 
very hard Wows during the 
long and rough confrontation” 
with die security services. 
General Adli said in an inter- 
view published Wednesday in 
the government weekly AI 


collected from Palestinian 
informers. 

The agent, considered a ris- 
ing star in the agency due to the 
large number of Palestinian 
sources he claimed to have 
recruited, was ranght and dis- 
missed after he refused to let a 
bodyguard accompany him to 
a supposed meeting wito one 
of his infotmas. toe newspa- 
per said. 

Further investigation showed 
that the agent had fabricated or 
embellished his field repots to 
make his sources seem more 
valuable than they were, toe 
Haaretz said. 

to December Israeli officials 
announced toe arrest of a lead- 
ing Mossad agent. Yehuda GO, 
fix allegedly fabricating 


occasions is almost obligatory 
for Turkish political patties, 
state bodies and private groups. 

But toe Islamists are not 
always at ease with toe nation- 
al devotion to Ataturk. who 
died in 1938. An Islamist 
mayor was sentenced to jail last 
year for a speech in which he 
nriticisftri frequent Atzfturk 
commemorations. 

Most senior members of 
Virtue, the main opposition to 
Turkish Prime Minister Mesirf 
Yilmaz. stayed away from 
Wednesday's ceremony. 

“We wish to bring this ooun- 


you want these kinds of elec- 
tions?” he said. 

Prince Ihlal gained attention 
in the I96Cls when be led a 
group of liberal Saudi princes 
seeking reforms in the austere 
kingdom,, which until today 
has no political parties. He was 
forced to move to Egypt but 
again lives in Saudi Arabia. 

Prince Talal has very limited 
influence in Saudi Arabia, the 
world’s largest oil producer 
and exporter and a powerful 
player in Middle Eastern poli- 
tics. 

King Fabd vowed after toe 
1990-91 Gulf crisis to gradual- 
ly introduce political aid eco- 
nomic reforms. He -launched 
the Shura Council in 1993, but 
power rests firmly with toe A1 
Saud family. 

Prince Talal pointed to King 
Fabd's promise and stressed 
toe Shura Council should be 
used to give ordinary Saudis a 
greater say in toe kingdom's 
daily affairs. 

“This plan, in my opinion, if 
toe situation continues, it will 
lead to elections. I prefer them 
later rather than now. Now is 
not the time. I don't believe we 
are ready. The Arab countries 
that have elections, do you 
drink (hey have real parlia- 
ments?’ he asked. 

“The majority in Saudi 
Arabia, like the majority in 
other Arab countries, prefer 
gradual steps towards a demo- 


Mussawar. 

“Their structure is broken 
and from now on there are only 
scattered elements hidden in 
various areas. But does this 
mean that this business is over? 
of course not,” he said. 

“We expect a terrorist opera- 
tion at any moment, because 
it's a cowardly act which any- 
one may cany out,” he added, 
calling for “vigilance" by tire 
security services. 

The interior minister estimat- 
ed that ‘TOO” Islamists “cany 


reports for years from a sup- 
posed Syrian agent. 

Gil systematically exaggerat- 
ed die belligerent intentions of 
Syria in his reports, at one 
point in 1996 bringing the two 
countries to toe brink of war, 
officials said. 

GO, a far-right militant, is 
currently on trial for endanger- 
ing state security and other 
offences. 

Shin Bet is responsible for 
counter-espionage and 
counter-terrorism in Israel and 
the Pales tinian territories as 
well as for protecting govern- 
ment officials. The Mossad 
handles foreign intelligence 
gathering and operations. 


by to peace as a secular; demo- 
cratic and social state of law. in 
toe modem meaning of those 
principles,” Virtue’s caretaker 
leader; Ismail Alptekm, wrote 
in toe mausoleum’s book of 
condolences. 

The Islamists say they do not 
disagree with secularism as 
such, just the strict way in 
which it is defined in Turkey. 

Virtue was founded in place 
of the Welfare Party, which was 
outlawed in January by the 
constitutional court fix attempt- 
ing to replace the secular order 
with one based on Islamic law. 


crane life. If the citizen can 
express an opinion and take 
pat in decisions in one way or 
another, that is what is impor- 
tant,” said Prince Talal dressed 
in a smart suit in his seaside 
hotel suite. 

Asked if he hoped for a 
future role in Saucfi politics. 
Prince Thlal said: “The struc- 
ture of toe Saudi system is dif- 
ferent than toe outride wodd... 
these are customs and customs 
are stronger than laws." 

'The small man respects the 
big man. And die big man lis- 
tens to toe little man. We are 
moving in this way. There are 
differences of opinion and this 
is healthy he added. 

King Fahd suffered a stroke 
in November 1995, raising 
questions over toe succession. 
However, Prince Talal said the 
king was healthy: “1 had lunch 
with him last Friday. His health 
is good now. He is undertaking 
his daffy woric” 

Prince Talal denied Western 
media predictions that Saudi 
Crown Prince Abdullah would 
have a power struggle with 
Defence Minister Prince 
Sultan when he eventually 
takes over. 

“There are two leaderships in 
Saudi Arabia, the king and toe 
crown prince. There is agree- 
ment. Aod the other brothers, 
including Prince Sultan, agree. 
There ate no probkms,” he 
said. 


out terrorist operations such as 
murders and sabotage.” 

He said there is no exact fig- 
ure fix toe number of people 
involved in “the second circle” 
of Islamists, “those who 
believe in their ideas but do not 
bear arms ” 

The- general also said that 
there are at least 10,000 politi- 
cal prisoner m Egyptian, pris- 
ons, while the Egyptian 
Organisation for Human 
Rights put toe number at 
16.000. 


region. 



WEIZMAN STAYS: Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, right, holds his 
head in his hand as Trade and Industry Minister Natan Sharansky speaks to him 
during the voting session for Israeli president at the Knesset Wednesday. Incumbent 
President Ezer Weizman defeated Shaul Amor; a candidate from Mr. Netanyahu's 
ruling i-ikud Party ,aec story on page 1) (AP photo) 


Clinton salutes Annan for his 
success in closing Iraq deal 


Romanian tanker blocked in 
Kuwait for violating embargo 


Turk Islamists pay respect to Ataturk 


Saudi prince calls for ‘real’ elections 


Egypt fears militant attacks ‘at any moment’ 



Madonna wants 
daughter to have 
some company 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Pop star Madonna. 39, is let- 
ting it be known she wants 

. her daughter, Loiuties Maria, 
to have some company. “I 
would love to have a brother 
or sister for Lola,” said toe 
Material Girl, referring to her 
16-monto-old daughter by 
her nickname. T don’t know 
when, but it’ll happen.” 
Madonna said her life has 
become “infinitely richer” 
with the birth of her child. “I 
feel like 1’ra starting my life 
all over in some way. My 
daughter’s birth was like a 
rebirth for me.” Lourdes 
Maria is toe product of 
Madonna’s relationship with 
Puerto Rican personal trainer 
Carlos Leon. She and Leon 
are no longer an item. 

Charles to take 
William and Har ry 
on Canada trip 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Britain's Prince Charles will 
tala* his sons William and 
Harry on an official visit to 

Canaria later this m onth, fol- 
lowed by a short holiday, a 
spokesman said Tuesday. 
William, 15, and Harry, 13. 
will accompany their father 
lor official engagements in 
Vancouver on March 23 and 
24. They will then have a 
short skiing holiday in a 
nearby resort. Charles last 
visited Canada in April 1996, 
and was there in October 
1991 with his then wife 
Diana, Princess of Wales, as 
well as William and Harry. 

Relieving oneself 
maintains body 
temperature — Moore 

PARIS (AFP) — Shaving 
her head was probably toe 
least unlikeable part when 
Demi Moore was making 
"Gi Jane,” where she plays a 
recruit in toe elite Navy 
Seals. Moore says she knows 
no limits in preparing for the 
screen. Certainly, she 
stretched her own capacities 
with scenes for the film 
including hyper-physical 
endurance tests. One training 
exercise, she says, was how 
long she could endure in icy 
water. Suddenly she had to 
relieve herself. That’s okay, a 
real Seals companion told 
her. Go right ahead. “People 
who do diving know that you 
can maintain your body tem- 
perature by relieving your- 
self,” she explains. 

Silence that 
dreadful phone, 

Othello fans are told 

HONG KONG (R) — 
Othello’s plea “silence that 
dreadful tell” took on new 
meaning when an actress in 
toe Shakespeare play chided 
Hong Kong theatre-goers 
whose beeping mobile 
phones had disrupted a per- 
formance. British actress 
Maureen Beattie received the 
biggest applause of the 
evening when she issued an 
impassioned plea after the 
curtain call for people to 
switch off their phones in 
theatres. “Everyone cheered. 

I could not get them to stop,” 
she said She said half a 
dozen phone calls had 
wrecked the play at Hong 
Kong's Academy of 
Performing Arts. “One went 
off at the most poignant 
moment when Othello lifts 
up the dead Desdemona. You 
could tear a pin drop. Then it 
started ringing,” she said. 

Crocodile left 
"home alone’ in 
Paris hotel bath 


PARIS (AFP) — A young 
Nile croctxfile was left 
“home alone” in a Parisian 
hotel bathroom, French too 
officials said after they were 
called in by worried staff to 
look after the Small reptQe. 
The young croc — thought 
to be between six and eight 
months old — was shown 
off to hotel staff when its 
owner arrived but left behind 
when he checked out It was 
discovered by a shocked 
chamber maid. Measuring 
just 61 cm, toe baby snapper 
would normally be expected 
to grow toS-metre in length. 


